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Notes 

The meaning of "Qurbana" in the chant, ETHA PUS LEK. Dharmaram college. (2014)  

From a lecture on Christian Musicology of India at Dharmaram College. 18 July 2014. 7 PM The word Qurbana takes 

special meaning in the famous chant Edta Pus Lek Baslama (O Church, remain in Shanthi). This chant is a musical 

drama in eight stanzas and is a golden treasure in the Syriac music repertory. The leading narrative voice is that of the 

deceased priest. In the middle of the chant, the narrative voice changes; the congregation bids farewell to the 

deceased priest. The musical setting is syllabic with melismatic ornamentations at the end of selected phrases. 

Stylistically, the melody is similar to that of Qambel Maran. Fortunately, we have documented the Syriac and 

Malayalam versions of the chant in the voice of several priests, including Fr. Abel Periyappuram who created the 

Malayalam version that is in use currently in the Syro Malabar Church. See more information at Joseph J. Palackal. 

"The Survival Story of Syriac Chants among the St. Thomas Christians in South India." In Music and World 

Christianities. Oxford University Press (2016). https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/...  

Resources: 

 Fr. Probus, CMI sings Etha Pus Lek in the CD Qambel Maran: Syriac Chants from South India. Aramaic 

Project-4P. https://youtu.be/l4eFJi2oBKg . 

 Fr. Sankoorikkal sings "Witawangunnen". Aramaic Project-177 https://youtu.be/ZVo2cz8j7hU. 

  Fr. Abel, CMI sings "Witawangunnen." Aramaic Project -11.9. https://youtu.be/crTYiUzNbzA. 

 Fr. George Plathottam sings "Witwangunnen." Aramaic Project-140N.https://youtu.be/m0qcqmPIlVo . 

 Fr. George Plathottam sings "Etha Pus Lek." Aramaic Project-81. https://youtu.be/pOgIOLZq5yc. 

 Fr. Cyril Thayil sings "Etha Pus Lek Baslma." Aramaic Project-85 https://youtu.be/pOgIOLZq5yc . 

A comparative study of the text and melody of Etha Pus Lek and Witawangunnen." Joseph J. Palackal. "The Survival 

Story of Syriac Chants among the St. Thomas Christians in South India." In Music and World Christianities. Oxford 

University Press (2016). https://www.oxfordhandbooks.com/view/... 

Joseph J. Palackal, CMI  

New York  

21 February 2021  

  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSUIZRiGhxU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSUIZRiGhxU
http://aramaicproject.com/aramaic-project/part-1-syro-malabar-church
http://thecmsindia.org/encyclopedia-of-syriac-chants/e/etha-pus-lek-farewell-o-church
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSUIZRiGhxU
http://thecmsindia.org/syro-mabalar-qurbana
http://thecmsindia.org/encyclopedia-of-syriac-chants/e/etha-pus-lek-farewell-o-church
http://www.dvk.in/
http://thecmsindia.org/syro-mabalar-qurbana
http://thecmsindia.org/personalities/fr-abel
http://thecmsindia.org/joseph-palackal
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa0pnX1VHOE8tV1ZqRFNsUkFnaGVucF9Fd3Fpd3xBQ3Jtc0tuclZWUmV5YnpkWVMwOHlMMF96VGZnVWQ4M3ozdDluNWFWUm4wNzBpVS14VTFLd0pObkRweEtNUVZqckF6LXFKcGkyYVk1UXJ2UVFJMDZlR1p1XzVjNWE1WElPR2xVWmxaSDZnVGdpMkFhOEtJMFF3dw&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordhandbooks.com%2Fview%2F10.1093%2Foxfordhb%2F9780199859993.001.0001%2Foxfordhb-9780199859993-e-31
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4eFJi2oBKg&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZVo2cz8j7hU&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crTYiUzNbzA&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0qcqmPIlVo&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOgIOLZq5yc&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pOgIOLZq5yc&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&redir_token=QUFFLUhqa1MtalFSSThKRnY4QV9rQllNYzRIaDBXNkktUXxBQ3Jtc0tuNWFvRTBCanBDS3lRcDhKRFVnLWJoME1CTjVXS1ZhZzJxaG5YOWFJZkVURlE1TlN3dGJkUVdTaXNnTDRhdWlQWG5nSG9nTGo2T2FrSHRqTkdvWHgwcWVrS2xvZ2dodTFCZGlhRGV2ZnZNUWxiXzMzNA&q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordhandbooks.com%2Fview%2F10.1093%2Foxfordhb%2F9780199859993.001.0001%2Foxfordhb-9780199859993-e-31
http://thecmsindia.org/joseph-palackal
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tSUIZRiGhxU
https://www.youtube.com/thecmsindia


 
 

 

  www.TheCMSIndia.org         Page 2 of 2 

 

 

 

Related Videos 

 

 AP 11-26 - "Witawangunnen" Fr. Abel, CMI sings Malayalam version of Etha Pus Lek  

 AP 12a - Wita wangunnen. Fr. Abel CMI. funeral for priests 

 AP 59a - Dr. Joseph J. Palackal sings and speaks about a unique Syriac chant from the funeral services for 

priests in the Syro Malabar Church. 

 AP 62dd - Melody of Wita Wangunnen (funeral service for priests)  

 AP 81 - "Etha Pus lek" from funeral services for priests in the Syro Malabar Church 

 AP 81a - "Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests in the Syro Malabar Church 

 AP 84 - "Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests. Sung by Fr. S. Sankoorikkal 

 AP 85 - Etha Pus Lek. From Funeral services for priests. lead voice: Fr. Cyril Thayyil 

 AP 131 - Fr George Vithayathil sings "Witawangunnen" from funeral service for priests 

 AP 140i - Nrupanaam Misiha. From the funeral service. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140j - Walsala Janame. From funeral service for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140k - Unnatha Wanitame. Funeral service. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140l - "Mruthiyute nadam." Funeral service for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140m - Anthimayaathra' funeral services for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140n - Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140o - "Witawangunnen naswaramulakil." funeral precession. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140p - "Anayunniso." Funeral services. Syro Malabar. Fr. George Plathottam 

 AP 140q - "Parishudhanmar." Funeral services. Fr. George Plathottam 

 AP 140r - "Nadhananjitumanthima Nalil." Funeral services. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 235 -            In Homage to Fr. Cherian Nereveetil. Voice of Fr. Abel CMI. 

 AP 236 - Homage to Fr. SINSON EDAKKALATHOOR : 'Edta Pus Lek' : GO IN PEACE! 
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