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AP 251 - Fr. Cyril Thayyil in conversation with the 
Alangad Syriac Choir. 
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Notes 

Fr. Cyril Thayyil in conversation with the Alangad Syriac Choir  

Fr. Cyril Thayyil has been kind enough to conduct this interview with the Syriac choir of the Marth Maryam Church 

at Alangad that has a unique place in the history of the St. Thomas Christians. 

Here we are fortunate to have a document of the experience of another Syriac choir. There are not many churches that 

have the privilege of a Syriac choir. These singers are the last link to the Syriac era in church music in Kerala.  

The singers have been candid in their opinions about the current status of liturgical music in the Syro Malabar 

churches and the immense value of the Syriac music heritage. They particularly agree on the emotive effect of the 

Syriac melodies which affect the singers even when they do not understand the meaning of the text. There is an 

inherent quality in this music that defies description in words. 

We hope the younger generation of singers from the Syro Malabar communities will take efforts to learn the Syriac 

melodies and continue the Syriac tradition. We are grateful to Fr. Cyril Thayyil for making this interview possible. 

Dr. Joseph J. Palackal, CMI                                                                                                                                          

New York  

02 October 2021 
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 AP 22 - The St. Jude Syro Malabar Church choir in Northern Virginia, USA, learn "Qandisa Alaaha 

(Trisagion in Syriac) with incipits in Malayalam. 

 AP 22a - The St. Jude Syro Malabar Church choir in Northern Virginia, USA, learn "Qandisa Alaaha 

(Trisagion in Syriac) with incipits in English.  
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 AP 26 - Children's Choir at St. Mary's Church (aka Suriyanippally), Palluruthy, Kochi, Kerala, India, sing 

the Syriac and Malayalam versions of "B'eda d'yawmaan" (On this Festival Day), hymn to the Blessed 

Virgin. 

 AP 83 - Varghese Chiriyankandath, Sacristan and church musician.  

 AP 182 - Paily Vathappally on The Life of a Church Musician in the syriac era. 

 AP 192 - Qandisa Alaha and Covid-19. Syro Malabar children sing in Austin, Texas 

 AP 197 - Syriac chant to celebrate St. Thomas Day. Houston, Texas. 

 AP 272 - St. Thomas Syro Malabar Church Choir in Connecticut sing St. Thomas Anthem. 

 ********* 

 AP 85 - Etha Pus Lek. From Funeral services for priests. lead voice: Fr. Cyril Thayyil 

 AP 92 - Fr. Cyril Thayyil Chants the Institution narrative in Syriac 

 AP 111 - Turgama (interpretative song): Fr Cyril Thayyil and Fr Joseph Kizhakkekkutt  

 AP 122 - Fr Cyril Thayyil. Solemn Qurbana in Syriac. Koovappadam, Kochi 

 AP 154 - Fr Cyril Thayyil: A Promise to the future of Syriac chants in India 

 AP 155a - Fr. Cyril Thayyil sings "O Desdamman," Turgama before Epistle 

 AP 155b - Fr. Cyril Thayyil. "Oh damahaimaneen," Turgama for Evangelion 

 AP 156 - Fr Cyril Thayyil: Solemn Qurbana in Syriac at Kuravilangad 

 AP 248 - QAMBEL MARAN By Fr. CYRIL THAYYIL at the tomb of Mar Joseph Kariattil on 9.9.21 
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