CHAPTER IV

Formation of a religious community

The history of the formation of an indigenous religious
order in India is inextvricab-ly bognd up with the names of three
holy priests of outstanding personal integrity, worth and
organisational talents.  Those priests were Fr. Thomas Palac-
kal, Fr. Thomas Porookara, and wl"?'i‘_._?KLl'riackos Elias Chavara.
They were each men cast in very’éi?stere traits with hearts of
steel. They were capable of pu"s’hing, on any desired objective
even in the face of most disCourag'ing experiences. They
differed considerably in age. As mentioned earlier, the first of
them was an ordained priest when the last was only a babe in
arms. The middle one of the triad was ordained six years
before the last. This is suggestive of the role which the three
of them could claim in the achievement of the final objactive
of a body of religious priests in the Syﬂéi n hierarchy. The
ascetic habits of Fr. Palackal developed in him a spirituality
and a personality which inspired him to communicate a similar
training to his disciples. He expected to form of them an
indigenous institution, dedicated essentially to the service of
God. Fr. Thomas Porookara, was also an exemplary priest who
had remarkable success in parish work. He was a scholarly
priest too, having mastered Latin and Portuguese in addition
- to Syriac. The influence which he exerted on his parishioners
in general and the esteem in which he was held by all public
men who came across him, won for him the attention of highér
authorities, He was easily the choice to be the Secretary of
the new Vicar Apostolic of Verapoly. To be more correct, the
first choice was Fr. Palackal. But he preferred to continue
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with the work which was too dear to hié heart, the ferming of
priests. So he recommended his esteemed colleague, Fr.
Thomas Porookara. Thus were Fr. Palackal and. Fr. Porooka(a
brought together in positions of trust and influence beside the
Vicar Apostolic. Both of them were men of God, bent on with-
drawing from theV;world. Between them they discussed
the objectives and the means. Considering the difference in
age and position and responsibilities undertaken, it must have
been Fr. Palackal who sugg_ested' to the junior priest, certain
ideas of a life of renunéiatidn- or withdrawal from the world
and that the latter approvéj‘d it. It is equally likely that Father
Porookara as secretary had cdfhe across the carmelite order

and by his intimate association with them developed the idea

of starting a religious order. - However, jointly they placed the
idea before the Vicar Apostolic. Impressed by the earnestness
of the two priests, but reluctant to give up their service entirely,
the pastor approved the idea partially and suggested to them
the formation of a religious order in which other members may
join and a strong body would ultimately result.

The youngest of the trio was Father Kuriackos about
twenty years junior to Father Palackal and five years junior to
Fr. Porookara. He was however the child of promise to Father
Palackal. All along Fr. Palackal had been extending a‘protect-
ing as well as fatherly attitude towards him. After his ordina-
tion and first mass, Father Kuriackos continued to stay in and
about his own parish, zealously attending to parish work. He
had been specially careful to preéch at all Sunday masses. His
exhortations and guidance were received very well by his
parishioners. He worked up the erring, truant, lazy, indifferent
members of his folk to ardent piety and thus reformed their
ways. Numerous comments have been recorded of the pene-
trating power and lasting influence of his sermons. Thivs was
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