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THIS VOLUME IS DEDICATED
TO THE MEMORY OF THE LATE PRIME MINISTER SRI JAWAHARLAL NEHRU,
WHOSE 82ND BIRTH ANNIVERSARY WE CELEBRATE TODAY AS THE NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DAY,
AND TO THE MILLIONS OF CHILDREN IN FREE INDIA, IN WHOSE HANDS NEHRU ENTRUSTED
THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY WITH CONFIDENCE,
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The unique feature at to-
day’s decennnial celebra-
tions is the orchestra ‘‘of
the children by the child-
ren and for the children.”
The first of its kind to be
so organised in Kerala,
this orchestra has children
under 10 handling all the
instruments and vocal
singing as well. There is
a child commentator too!
Artistes seen in the pic-
ture are vocalists Lilly
Menon, Padmaja, Sujatha
& Jency, guitarists Alex,
Raju & Eloy Isaacs, violo-
nists Jawahar, Nandaku-
mar, Godfrey Rodrigues,
& Ranjit, harmonist
Jackson Arooja, tabalist
Jerson, bongos drummer
Thomas and commentator
Raju Mohan. Yesudas
sings with them at today’s
function.
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in the beginning

was the word....

...... vevsvevenecand the word gains greater credence when it is written. Each
word can be a melody in itself; especially when the word is used to interpret a
melodious phenomenon ‘such as Yesudas. Here, in this commemorative, we have
attempted to make the word sound as melodious as the subject matter involved.
Judgement is yours.

It is an old story; yet it is ever-fresh and ever-fragrant; the story of success-
ful human endeavours, which every Journalist likes to paint with the choicest of
words from his vocabular trcasury. My treasury is too bankrupt to meet the demands
- of my subject, which is one of the greatest success-storics of our lifetime. Yet, I
have put my everything into this, in order to make it interesting for you. Forgive
me, if I have failed. i

Yesudas’ career pronounces in banner headlines, the validity of the old adage;
“The path of duty, is the way to glory.” And the path that leads to glory has
always been one of trials, tribulations, triumphs and tributes. Yesudas has had his
period of trials and tribulations. His period of triumphs is still in its infancy; it will
have many more milestones to celcbrate. This commemorative volume is only the
first tribute of its kind, for his glorious career.

I am no singer; nor am I inclined to sing the praises of others, wunless, of
course, the person deserves it fully. There are very few around us who are worth
being praised for their achievements. Yesudas tops the list; hence this volume that
‘sings’ on him.

In the months-long efforts to compose this ‘song’, that runs into hundreds of
pages, I have received an abdundance of assistance from a large number of indivi-
duals, institutions and organisations, directly or indirectly connected with the singer.
Kala Bhavan’s gratitude to them is beyond what ordinary words can express.

To be living under the same roof, even for a few days, where Yesudas lives,
is privilege enough. In order to collect facts and figures for the special features
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in this volume, I had ‘to spend a couple of days in Madras. I had planned to put
up in a hotel and meet the singer and his family members for a few hours conveniently.
“But Yesudas would have none of it. I was denied permission to stay anywhere
else except in his own house. I did. Yesudas, his mother, his wife, his younger
sister and younger brother together fully co-operated with me and made my efforts
worthwhile. ~ Many long, valuable hours of their time was sacrificed for me by
Mrs. Elizabeth Joseph. Yesudas, Prabha, Mani and Jayamma. Pardon me, I have
no adequate words to thank them.

In response to an appeal made with the intention of conducting an opinion
survey on Yesudas’ songs, many replies were received from persons belonging to dif-
ferent walks of life.  They arc published in some of the pages that follow. A few
samples from the fan-mail of the singer, his detailed life sketch, an article by his first
music director, an interview by the ncws editor of All India Radio, a chronicle in
English, of the major milestones in his life, cartoons, poems and some other features as
also all the Malayalam songs rendered by Yesudas are included in this volume.
Hope you like it.

In addition to members of the Yesudas family, I have also had the privilege
of receiving tremendous co-operation from Dr. Abel C. M. I., the President of Kala Bhavan,
Sri A. J. Paul programme Manager of Yesudas, Sri Emil Isaacs, lead Guitarist of
Yesudas’ troupe and Sri Joseph Karikkaserry, Managing director of Kala Bhavan
Studios Ltd., All of them supplied me with loads of information on the life of
Yesudas, which I have gratefully used in the preparation of this commemorative,

Immediately after Kala Bhavan’s Musicale programme in January 71, a friend
of mine from Trichur told me, “His is a success story. ~ You must write about it.
He would be glad to read it.” Another friend, recently when I told him about this
commemorative, quipped, ‘“No, don't do it. It will get into his head. Don’t make
him a cult.” Neither of these gentlemen have any idea of the personality of Yesudas.
He never enjoys reading about himself; nor does anything get into his head. This I
hope, will be clear to you, as you read on.

If, on account of my sins of commission or omission, any mistakes have
crept into this volume, I owe sole and full tesponsibility for the same.  And ‘credit,
if any, for the publication of this commemorative, is wholly due to my numerous
friends at Kala Bhavan and eclscwhere, but for whose timely help and support, this
would not have been possible. They include Artist Kitho the cover designer, photo
grapher Gabriel Babu, and employees of M/s. Mar Louis Memorial Press, Kerala Times Press
and Deepika Press all of whom have toiled unceasingly with me, to make this volume,
what it is.

We of Kala Bhavan. are proud to be so closely associated with Yesudas, as no
other organisation could he. We are also proud to be able to give a lead, to the
millions of his listeners the world over, in celebrating this decennial of his film playback
singing career.

For Kala Bhavan (Regd.),

Cochin-11, Mathukutty }J. Kunnappally
14-11-1971. ( Editor - in - chief)
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Rugged ddasculinity is the Distinguishing
Feature of his, Booming Voice

The close-up of Yesudas, through the precious lens of
Photographer Sivan, Trivandrum

-
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the go[d en Voice

( M. B. SRINIVASAN )
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On 14th November 1961, these lines
were rendered by a new comer to films at
the Bharani Studios. The music director
was a little worried that the new, young
play back artiste might develop ‘“‘mike-
fright” just before the actual recording.
He therefore took Director of Audiogra-
phy into confidence and together they
decided to “‘take” the song once, without
the usual announcement preceding it. It
was called ““final rehearsal” merely. But
without the knowledge of the artiste, the
recorder was also started. Soon everyone
gathered to hear the “‘take’’. The lines
had been sung so beautifully that it was
degided to “okay” the take without even
going in for any further real ‘“‘take’, an-
nounced as such. To those intimately
connected with the film industry, this
““okaying’ of the very first rendering of a
song and that too by a new singer, is by
itself a unique and thrilling experience.

Sri M. B, Srinivasan, noted composer of film music in South India, who ‘discovered’ Yesudas
and gave him the first break in film playback singing through ‘Kalpadukal’ in 1961, narrates here,
how as a Music Director he met Yesudas, heard him and ‘signed him up into greatness’.~Editor
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A singer who had achieved Bull’s Eye,
almost with his first effort had to be the
possessor of more than ordinary talent.
THUS WAS BORN THE PLAY-BACK
ARTISTE, JESUDAS.

As the Music Director who was in-
strumental in introducing Jesu to the field,
it is not surprising that I remember with
pride all the vivid details of that day’s
experience. The recording engineer Sri.
P. V. Koteeswara Rao 'with years of
experience behind him, stated with enthu-
siasm, ‘“Mr. Srinivasan, this boy is the
most important male voice discovery in
South India, during recent years”. The
well-known film journalist and critic Sri
K. V. Vasudevan of “MOVIE LAND?’ was
also present at this recording. In fact he
came in, just as we were listening to
the ‘take”. He also listened with rapt
attention. Then he came running to me,
pumped my hands and almost shouted
“M. B. Who is the brialliant new voice? He
is outstanding! T have never heard any
voice so deep and at the same time so
tender in expression.”” THUS WAS

BORN THE LEGEND OF JESUDAS.
6
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To me, Jesuda’s quick and easy climb
into the dizzying heights of material
success is something very personal and
intimate. I do not mean this because I
‘““discovered” him; I was merely an.in.
strument in a process already destined
and determined by Nature. His success is
a matter of personal satisfaction to me,
because of the memories I have of my
first meeting with this boy and his late
father, Sri Augustine Joseph Bhagavathar.

I had gone to Kerala for preliminary
discussions regarding Music for the film
“KALPADUKAL” and also to collect
some typical folk tunes from certain areas,
During my stay at a hotel there, I was
informed by the Producer Sri Nambiyath
and the Director Sri K. S. Antony that a
new singer, a young boy, would be coming
to see me that day and wanted me to
audition him and test his suitability for
singing in films. A very innocent looking
young boy accompanied by .hxs father
came in later. The father was introduced
to me as the well-known stage artiste of
Kerala. Expecting to listen to some ordi-
nary level of singing, as T have done from
literally - hundreds of film aspirants, I
asked Jesu to sing. He sang me an unusual

film ‘ghazal in Urdu. “Saranga Therj .

Yaadhumae®. I was treméndously impres-

sed with the range of his voice, the:

expression, the effortless ease with - which
‘he rendered the piece. [ asked him
whether he was capable -of singing clas-
sical -carnatic music also. He informed
me that he was a student at the Swathi
Thirunal Academy at Trivandrum and
had already finished the first exam =with
high distinction. He sang a beautiful
«Kriti” of Thyagaraja, already made po-

pular by a modern young classical singer;

for a moment I-was left bewildered as to
who was singing that piece, Jesu or
the other classical singer himself. The

8
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“Kriti” was “Brova bharama’” in ragam
Bahudari. This was followed by alapana
of Ragam Shamukhapriy and for a
moment [ felt [ was listening to the great
Vidwan who was then the principal of
the Swathi Thirunal Academy.

This by itself is a remarkable achie-
vement by any standards. To switch styles
in music as if just by turning some master
control on or off, to be able to render
without strain or effort three different
styles of music within a short spell of half
an hour, to be completely at ease while
singing and what is more obviously enjoy-
ing every morsel of the song thus rendered;
these musical traits are no doubt the
signs of a rare and priceless natural gift.
In addition as the boy’s voice was so deep
and pleasing, I was definitely aware that
I was in the presence of a singer who had
a remarkable future ahead of him.

Sri Augustine Joseph asked me- my
opinion of his son's singing. I was
feeling so over-whelmed that I got up and
went and hugged Jesu and told - Sri
Augustine Joseph, “Bhagavather, You are
a very fortunate man. All that I can say
now is I wish my son could sing as well
as yours”.  “Jesu is like your brother’s
son. Please help him and look after him.”
said the father.

Since that day, Jesu’s climb has been
steady but fast. He has climbed not
bac’at.lse any one gave him a lift; no doubt
he will remember with affection the many
persons who helped him in the early days ~
at Madras before he could firmly establish
himslef in the field. At the same time I
can assert that no single producer, or
music director, or director or star can
take sole credit for Jegy's progress Jesu

is popular because HE H M
AND IN PLENTY. A8 e i
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My sense of personal participation
in Jesu’s progress is because I still re-
member the first day when I heard him
. and the words of his father that he is only
my brother’s son. Jesu has come along
on the road charted out by his late father,
more than fulfilling the wildest dreams
his family ever dared to have about him.

But he has still very far to go. The
entire country is beckoning to him. Some
of us music directors are sure that he is
one of . the very good singers AT THE
ALL INDIA LEVEL. We do expect
that soon he will get the chance to break
into newer pastures, to seek out wider
horizons. Music however is almost like
Yoga; and the discipline a singer is called

www.marggam.org

upon to impose on himself, particularly
in the western countries, is very strict and
self-denying. Those singers do every-
thlng to ensure that their voices and health

are in perfect condition always in readi-
ness to sing, that the voices retain their

youthfullness over the years. Itis upto
Jesu to treat his Music like a Penance.
Music has been gifted to him to be kept
in his safe custody, to be nurtured and
cherished. I know the boy with shy smile
and the golden voice and one can be sure
that he will Justify the expectations of his
fans and well-wishers, that he will pro-
gress steadily and surely towards the
glorious future that beckons. HERE IS
WISHING HIM GODSPEED!

—OCA QNP

YESUDAS is a magic Word for the millions — Yes.

' THROUGH THE
INVISIBLE ‘AIR"--...

“Millions of

people listen to his enchanting voice every day on the silver screen and over the
unseen ‘AIR.” Whether it is classical or light, romantic or sublime, he sings
with deep fervour and penetrates your heart. No wonder people are
enthralled by his golden voice. And what a magnificent voice control !
It dances to his wishes — moving softly and rising to a crescendo — rises

. majestically like a mountain to all its heights and- flows steadily like a' river
‘with all its depths.- A voice that expresses all the emotions, the joy and
~ the suffering, the mirth and the misery, the romantic vigour and the lifting
devotion. It is his lilting music that brings cheer and joy, comfort and
solace to millions of homes every day.

A voice that commands you to listen. A voice once you hear will
always be ringing in your ear!
M. S. Gopal,
Station Director,

A. L. R., Trivandrum
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“YESUDAS CHRONICLE”

(In the interests of those of our readers for whom Yesudas® mother—tongue may be an unfamilisy
language, here we give a short account of the major milestones in his life, in chronological order.).

Born on * . January 10, 1940

Christened on . Tewary 16 1040,
First prize in singing -at the All Kerala School Youth '
Festival, held at Trivandrum. November 16,
Enrolled as a student at the R. L. V. Music Academy,
Tripunithura for “Ganabhooshanam™ course. Tune 3
First prize in singing at the All Ketala Catholic Youth
Festival, held at Ernakulam '

. April 20, 1958

Passed the 4 - year “Ganabhooshanam” course in e
3 years with a first class, securing first rank among
. all students of the three music academies in Kerala Tune " 1‘960; i

Enrolled as a student at the Sree Swathj Thirunnal
Sangeetha Academy, Trivandrum for “Sangeetha
Bhooshanam™ course (Later discontinued due %
financial difficulties) ’ 0

' ' ' June - 20,
Recording of the first film song at The p . ‘
Studios, Madras for the Malayalam film' ‘Kalpalcllirifli:

— Song :. “Jathibhedam Mathdweshamn a

ding of the first T November 14, 1961
Recording of the first Tamil song at T o : ~
Studios, Madras, for the film cBOmmai’hthguhlm
“Neeyum Bommai, Nanum Bommaj” ~ Song : T

5 ;o Se ]964t
Recording of the first Telungu film Song: “Nj ptember 4, i
Chandamama” at The Golden Studio, Ma-dr-c;s Indu

| ‘ : 0 64i

Recording of the fist Kannada film gqp \ October 10, 19  '
Golden Studion for the film “Chandavallitho%tazfn i s
8 ' December 6, 1964
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Sri. Augustine Joseph, Yesudas’ beloved father, :
Passed into eternity : ° February 1, 1965.

Mahakavi Sri. G. Shankara Kurup conferred upon
Yesudas, the title of “Gana Thilakam’ at Ernakulam : January 6, 1968.

Visited the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics

(Russia) as a Cultural Deligate of India to perform

at the Indian Festival, accompanied by - Guitarist : September 25, to
Mr. Emil Issacs and others. , October - 18, 1968.

Spec1a11y invited to perform at the Filmfare Awards
Nite in Bombay’s Shanmukhananda Sabha Hall, sang
“Kadalinendu Moham” from ‘Kadal’ accompanied by
his orchestra. . ¢ April 19, 1969.

KALA BHAVAN, the long-cherished-dream-come-true’
for the King of Melodies was inagurated at the Kerala ' ;
Fine Arts Hall, Ernakulam. ’ : September 3, 1969.

The title of ‘“‘Sangeetha Raja” was conferred and

“Ponnadai’ presented by the indomitable, Octogenarian

Classical Singer, Chempai Vyduanatha Bhagawathar ' . =
at Bombay ; - :  October 20, 1969.

"At Kala Bhavan’s Musicale-70 programme, sang with
Smt. S. Janaki, accompanied by-a 50 piece orchestra,

~ the most fabulous of its kind, ever staged in' Kerala : January 22, 1970.
At the Santa Cruz Cathedral, Fort Cochin, at a largely

. attended cermony led by Arch Bishops and film and
social’ dignitaries, Yesudas married Kuman Prabha ' ,
Abraham of Trivandrum . & February . 1, 1970.

At a colourful function at the Central Stadium in -

Kerala’s - Capital, Yesudas was presented with the

newly instituted Kerala State Government Film Award

for the best songster of the year ' : March .29, 1970.

In response to invitations from various ‘orgénisation's
of Keralites in The Middle Easterm Countries, Yesudas : :
undertook a musical tour of Kuwait, Bahrein, Abudabi, : November . 5§, ‘to -

Das Island and Dubai, accompanied by his wife. November 29, .1970
9
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Accompanied by a 71-piece orchestra, at 20th Century’s
most fabulous musical show in Kerala, Yesudas sang
with his play-back colleagues, Jayachandran, Janaki,
" and Vasantha at Kalabhavan’s Musicale-71. Sri. V. K.
Krishna Memon M. P., the most widely known

- Malayalee in the world, presided. B

The coveted title of “Karnatak Sangeetha Chakravar-

thry” was conferred on him at a special function in
The Fine Arts Hall, Ernakulam,. by Bhagawathar

Champai again, Cardinal Parecattil Presiding.

Recorded the first Hindi Film song “Dil Ruba Kya Hua”
for the film “Jai Jawan Jai Kissan” at Bombay

At his Madras. residence, news reached through a
message over trunk telephone from Kerala Government’s
Home Secretary Smt. Padma Ramachandran, informing
him of his nomination as the Chairman of Kerala’'s
Sangeetha Nataka Akademy. (Yesudas is the youngest -
ever -to occuppy this high office that governs the
promotion of ‘the Performing Arts in Kerala)

lemg lead to a series of fehc1at10n functions all
over the state, the people of Cochin, his home town,

honoured him at a public function at The Nehru

Memorial Town Hall, with a motorcade reception,
‘Thalappoh , profuse garlanding, fire works, congratua-
Tdtory speeches, Mangalapatram, Gold Medallion and
entertaintment programme. Thousands thronged to

cheer their singing darling.

At The Kala Bhavan reception to honour him on the
assumption of Akadeémy chairmanship, announced the
«yesudas project” to collect funds through entertain-
ment programmes to help students from the down-
trodden and the dispossessed sections of the society.

" Inspired by his pioneering leadership, Kalabhavan’s

www.marggam.org

Jaunary 23,
February 12,
April - 10,
May 4,
August 22,

1971.

1971.

1971.

1971.

1971..

August 24, 1971
\

Children’s film ‘[ruttum Velichavum’ (Darkness and

Light) was switched-on for production. Kerala
Minister Sri. T. K. Divakaram performed the cermony
in Yesudas’ presence.

10°
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