number of melodic patterns that are used for almost all occasions
are some of the general characteristics of the tribal music in Kerala.

Death and the annual festival at the local temple are the most
important occasions that call for singing and dancing with
instrumental accompaniment. Among the tribes in Attappady, in Palakkad
district, death is announced by a special beating on two drums, pera

and davil. Men and women dance around the corpse that is placed in

the courtyard of the Ur. The dance begins with rhythmic reproduction
of sounds and vocables followed by songs with meaningful texts. This
continues until the corpse is buried. Anniversaries of death are also
occasions for grand celebrations. Wedding and the first menstruation
of a girl may or may not be celebrated with singing and dancing.
The instrumental ensemble of the tribes in Attappady consists
of two drums -- pera and davil-- and a reed (wind) instrument made
of wood, called kokal. Among the three, pera, a two-sided, high-pitch

drum made of clay with the two sides covered with cow-skin, enjoys
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