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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

hp@,dq ~Which follow the ancient Rule of St. Basil. We shall have

to speak incidentally of the Sisterhood of the Syro-Malabar Church.

The Latins of Malabar also have indigenous Religious Institutions
for men and women.

Of all these, the Congregation we have to
deal with, is ihe first in the order of ‘time and importance.
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THE CARMELITE, CONGREGATION:OF MALABAR

Monasteries to Mannanam, where under his, direction the celebra-
tions took place; a vast number of clergy.and laity from.every part
of Ma]abar attended the.solemn festivities.. -

17 The mod1ﬁed Constltutlons that had been submitted to
Rome, were, on January. 1, 1885, approved for six. years, ‘ experi-
menti gratia”. By virtue of the new Constitutions, the power of
electing Superiors of Monasteries was vested -in the General Chapter
of the. Congregatlon Superlorsx of Monasterles con91st1ng -of six

. Mgr. A. Agliardi, the: ( 5
Apostohc of the - ic Sk
> - 3 10 : Aghardl

granted full.. freedom to the Gongregatlon to make the necessary
additions and alterations to the Lonstitutions and. to. submit. them-
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FOREWORD

MALABAR the cradle of Chllstlanlty in India, from remote
Apostolic times, has always been characterized by her filial
devotion towards the Mother of God. Tradition has it that the Apostle,
St. Thomas, had an apparition of our Lady on Malayattur Mount,
where he was’ encouraged by her to preach the Gospel to the
inhabitants of the land. Christian monuments of antiquity un-
mistakably proclaim how deep-rooted was devotion to the Mother
of God in the hearts of the St. Thomas Christians. Many of their
churches that are in ex1stence now for over fifteen or sixteen
centuries, are dedicated to our Blessed Lady, the Vlrgln Mary. The
Divine Maternity is commemorated several times daily, in the Mass,
in the Liturgical prayers, in the public religious furfctions, and in
the popular hymns and songs. The holy name of Mary was con-
stantly on the lips of the Malabarians, and her feasts' were kept up
by them with all possible solemnity. There was scarcely a family
-—as even now—but proudly owned a daughter named Mariam ; and
priests added to their Christian name that of the Mother of God.
The devotion of the “eight days’ fast,” consisting of voluntary -~
abstinence, fast, and unceasing prayer in one or other of the
famous churches dedicated to our Lady, is peculiar to the St.
Thomas Christians of Malabar. This practice—observed particularly
by young women-—dates as far back as the 9th century and is
nowhere in vogue in the Christian world except in Malabar.

After the advent of the Portuguese, Western forms of Marian
devotion were introduced into Malabar, where, in the hearts of the
sons of St. Thomas, they found aoil congenial to their growth and
development. It was at this period, in 1577, we read of Pope
Gregory XIII, sending 50,000 rosaries to the St. Thomas Christians,
to augment their devotion to the Blessed Virgin. In 1585 or 1586,
Rev. Fr. Roz, S.J., wrote in admiration of the strenuous efforts of
the Syrian Clergy of Malabar to promulgate, by their public preach-
ing and teaching, the glorious title of Mary *“Mother of God g
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Fr. Roz was a witness of the extraordinary devotion to the Mother
of God of the then Archdeacon of the Syro-Malabar Church, George
of Christ. He had, in 1576, built a church in honour of our Lady

of the Assumption, and had procured for it privileges from Pope
Gregory XIH, through the Rajah of Cochin,

The Schism of 1653 did not interfere with the queenly sway
Mary held in Malabar. The Papal Commissary, Mgr. Sebastiani of
the Carmelite Order, sent to stem the Schism, was highly gratified
to find more than 5000 Catholics, in the parish of Kuravilangad
alone, wearing the scapular of our Lady of Mt Carmel. The
schismatics who had unhappily severed all connections with the
Holy See, could not find it in their hearts to turn away from the
Mother of God, as did their contemporary sectarians of the West.

The Carmelite rule that followed, strengthened and confirmed
the filial attachment of the Christians of Malabar to the Blessed
Virgin Maly Marian devotion in its various forms is NOW SO0
admlrably practlsed by Catholic Malabar, as to suggest to any one
that the Catholic religion and Marian devotion are synonymous on
the Malabar coast, so much so, that a Catholic without the scapular
of our Lady about his shoulders, is liable to be taken ‘for a, non-
Catholic. The word *“ Matha” (mother), wused by a Malcxbar
Catholic without any qualifying epithet, is taken to refer to our
Lady per se. You will search in vain for a house in Catholic
Malabar, that does not possess an altar dedicated to the Divine
Mother, before which the inmates daily recite the Rosary and pay
special homage during the month of May. All these proclaim, how
devoted the St. Thomas Christians were and are to the Mother of
the Word made flesh.. Malabar is really ‘ Mary’s Land’; may it not

be allowed to adopt the: env1a,ble tltle “Mary's Dower” unhappily
forfelted elsewhere ?

It was as it were to crown the Marian cult in the Syro-Mala-
bar Church that Providence designed the Institute of the Carmelite
Congregation of Malabar in 1831. The year was a propitious one,
as it witnessed the celebration of the Fourteenth Centenary of the
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XVt
of thanksgiving to God Almighty, for all the graces and favours
He has bestowed on the Church and people of Malabar, through
the instrumentality of the “Carmel in Malabar”. May it also be
a medium of expressing our gratltude to all the generous bene-
factors and well-wishers of the Institute, who have contributed to
make it what it is at present: “The most important Religious
Congregatlon of thq Ln,dlan Churc

FR JOHN OF JESUs MARY,
T. 0.-C. D.,
R Prior General.
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el Bhe. kinedeony. of heaven ”, said .Our Lord, “is like
to a grain of :

mustard - seed
which a man
took and sowed
in his field.
Which is the
least indeed of
all seeds: but
when it ‘is
grown up, it is
greater than
all herbs and
becometh a
tree, so that
the birds of
the air come
and dwell in
the branches
thereof”
(Matt. xiii. 31,
32). Thispara-
ble which was
also a prophe-
cy, was surely
meant to ap-
ply primarily

ing- ks 2
v fienie B His Eminence, Cardinal Sincero, Secretary of the S. Congregation
dom of God for the Oriental Church.

upon earth, the Church. It prefigured also the Church’s various insti-
tutions having as their aim the salvation and the sanctification
of souls, among which, Religious Orders and Congregations hold
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L 1. “The kingdom of heaven”, said Our Lord, “is like
to a grain of : :

mustard - seed
which a man
took and sowed
in his field.
Which is the
least indeed of
all seeds: but
when it ‘is
grown up, it is
greater than
all herbs and
becometh a
tree, so that
the birds of
the air come
and dwell in
the branches
théreagaof”
(Matt. xiii. 31,
32). Thispara-
ble which was
also a prophe-
cy, was surely
meant to ap-
ply primarily

to the king- EIET ;
v His Eminence, Cardinal Sincero, Secretary of the S. Congregation
dom of God ’ for the Oriental Church.

upon earth, the Church. Tt prefigured also the Church’s various insti-
tutions having as their aim the salvafion and the sanctification
of souls, among which, Religious Orders and Congregations hold
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

a conspicuous place.  Their history will tell us: how humble
their origin was, how slowly they grew, what fruits they have
borne. The Carmelite Congregation of Malabar, the history of

which we propose_to sketch in thls brochule cannot indeed in any
s AN *the OEu-}rch, _Wh1ch

way compale w1th

cation, as -may - be seen
by the d1v1ne Sowerw.

;.‘, ;by H1m fondly,—'ﬂlese pa«t one
Ebe a snla’lil tree, the bianphes of

_1‘1e many
to ery” out,
_gregatlon
for others
“short survey
‘ .Iiiir_’ried

Religious Congregatlon fm a'century in tlns *coun'
others became extlnct after a_ short life, compels
“The finger of God is hele V&lhethel or. not the-
has Justlﬁed its centmy long exlstenee, God' knows
to judge. We mean in these pages merely to:ma
‘of men and event& as they 5 e'sent ’chemselves _to us 1f
review of them. . - e e R

2. The Re’_lig’f[b_ué Cor gatlon under review: rs~of the Syro-
Malabar Rite. Tt.is an indi ‘fiozus one 1n 1ts ong-m The dxvme
Planter; who haj n theseed;

B0 L. Before begmmn :’sketch, we deem it not 1rrelevant
tosay a few W"grds abou .iCathollc th‘ch in Malabal, of
which the Carmehte Congregatmn is a frult-r-:

-2 ~Both history and tradition testify that St Thomas one of
the twelve Apostles of Our Lord, evangelized South India and left
there a living legacy in.the persons of the Syrian Christians known
always in history as ¢ The St.-Thomas.Christians.”. Tradition . has
it that from the- wery begmnmg they used the Kast Syrian or
Syre-Chaldaic Rite. - .
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3. In the {16th century, ithe West coast of India came undet
Portuguese influence. The Portuguese started active missionary work.
The ng of Portugal was g] anted by the Holy See the right of
Patronage
(P.adroado)
over the new
missions. In
1534, a Bi-
shoprie - was
established at
Goa. In 1558,
it was raised
to an Arch-
bishopric, and
a suffragan
See was esta-
blished in
.Cochin. The
Syrian Christ-
ians attracted
the attention
of the Portu-
guese, and
they felt the
influence of
the Padroado.
In 1599, Mgr.
Alexis de
Menezes,
Archbishop of
God;- -at7 a
His Excellency, Mgr. E. Mooney, Delegate Apostolic of the East Indies. Synod held at

1926--1931 TE D ia-m p eir ,
brought them under the Padroado and Latin rule. 'lhe Syrian See-of
Angamaly was placed under:-a- Latin Bishop of Portuguese nationa-
lity, fand it was transferred to :*Cranganore in - 1605. This
change occasioned dissatisfaction among the Syrians. In 1653, it

3
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

culminated in a great schism in the till-then-undivided Church of

Malabar. ; )

4., These- Syrlans who were not involved in the schism sent a
petition to the Holy See. At" their “request, Italian. Carmelite
Missionaries were sent ‘to' Malabar in 1656. Some influential
members of the Syrian O],eng 99 ope.rated w_1t11 ,t,l}e Caq:mel_ltesJ and
the mission prf‘f)’f?' suceess.: Since: the: Catholic By n ;d”not

-'.'Hence by the beglhnhﬁg oF
Syi 'éaﬁns reV‘erted ‘to the ]amsdxetm'

the end of theg '
over the Latin
and Latins. In 18
South Travancore: .

erapoly r uied over both Synans
ee decrecd the separatwn of the
‘Qet'rapreky Th@ decree was given

uilon was "th__,us;_‘éstabl'_ishe,d.

"X

in 1861 and thae Me‘liosmaw i'_:f an:ad hy—fbhze rep‘eated
petitions of the Syrians, the. H'oly See determined to grant them
1nd1genous rule. As a first step,  the Holy See in 1887, withdrew:
the Syrlans from the jurisdiction of Verapoly and Cranganore and

4
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- INTRODUCTION

placed them under two new European Vicars Apostolic. In 1896
three indigenous Syrians were consecrated Vicars Apostolic. Finally,
in 1923, the Holy See established the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy Witl,l
the Archbishop of Ernakulam as Metropolitan and the Bishops of
Changanacherry, Trichur, and Kottayam, as suffragans. The Syro-

His Excellency, Mgr. L. P. Kierkels C. P., the present Delegate Apostolic.
Antioch used by the Jacobites.  This Rite permits Arabic transla-

tions for certain prayers and Rubrics.  Among the

5
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Malabar
Rite is a
modified
form of
the " anci-
ent East-
Syrian
or: Syro-
Chaldaic
Rite.

7. The
schis-
fn_a tic
Syrians
who were
cut off
from the
Mother
Church in

i=%1653, fell

into - the
Jacobite
heresy in
1665 ; in
course of
time they
adopted
the West
Syrian
Rite of

Malabar
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

Jacobites, Malayalam took the place of Arabic.  Protestant Mis-
sionis followed in the wake -of Jacobitism; they made: converts
chiefly from the depressed classes. Several attempts ‘at reunion were
made. ' The one set on foot by the Bethany Movement deserves the
praise and esteem of all. Mar Tvanios, Archbishop of Bethany, and
his suffragan, Mar Theophilos of Tiruvalla, were received into the
Church on the 20th of Séptember,-1930. - They . retain the West-

Syuan the of Amtmch, as used by 'r-t'_.» Malabal .Tacobites, with
' T Rite i "alled the “Malankam

1] , of V'Verapoly

nng “In: 1930 the south en portlo
mteﬂ 1e@p@otively miao the new Dlocese'e of

stﬂl emoys theAtltl'e'of the Awhdﬁ‘bce&e

III 1. Rellglous 11fe f01 the St. Thomae Chnstlans was not a

" novelty. Ossorius in the 16th century wrote thus about them:—
“There are among them sodalities of monks and communities of

sacred virgins, who, however, live in remote dwellings: Chastity

is observed by them with the utmost zeal. They derive this custom

from the time of St. Thomas” (Raulin). There was a monastery

and a church of striking dimensions at Mylapore near the tomb of

St. Thomas, whither many: of the St. Thomas Christians resorted to

spend their lives in prayer and -eentemplation. Like the Chaldean

monks they must have ‘been follovvmer the ancient Rule of St.

'Antony The Chaldean bishops who came to Malabar in 1504 make
mention of this monastery in their letter to the Chaldean Patriarch

of Babylon On the-~following passage in that letter of the bishops,

“some christians have begun to inhabit the house. (Dair) of St.

6
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Thomas the. Apostle,”. the Rev. Fr. H. Hosten, S.J. makes the
following comment: —* The Syrian bishops: of 1504 would apply to -
it the expression used by ‘Amr (c. A. D. 1340), and the Dair Thuma
of Yakut and the poet Marrar al-Fak‘asi. might be: Yonan’s
monastery of St. Thomas in India, near (or below) the Black Island

The Very Rev. Fr. General of the Carmelite Congregation of Malabar with his Councillors.

(before 363 A.D.) which we think should be identified with the
monastery and chureh of great size and magnificence visited by
Theodore, before A. D. 593-594 at the place in India where St
Thomas’ body was first buried (i.e. Mylapore). - . .. Mar Yona‘n’s
monastery (before 363 A.D) was near the town -of Milon, Whl()h,
we identify with ¢ Amr’s Meilan, i.e. Mayila-pur (peacock-town).’
(Kerala Society Papers, Series 5. . 245.) :

9. Thus we find that the Carmelite Congregation of Malabar -
is but a revival, ir modern times, of religious life among the St.
Thomas Christians. The Malankara Syrian Church too has Religious
Institutions known as the Bethany Brotherhood and Bethany Sister-

7
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hp@,dq ~Which follow the ancient Rule of St. Basil. We shall have

to speak incidentally of the Sisterhood of the Syro-Malabar Church.

The Latins of Malabar also have indigenous Religious Institutions
for men and women.

Of all these, the Congregation we have to
deal with, is ihe first in the order of ‘time and importance.

: .
4 S o

o

www.TheCMSIndia.org

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

mar é%am WWwWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

: 0
4 1 D
- CHAPTER 1 '
1828 1831, _

The Two Founders of the Congregation—Beginnings
of the Mother-House.

1. Tt was the beginning of the 19th century; the famine and
plague that followed Tippu Sultan’s invasion of Malabar had just
subsided. The schismatic Syrians, owing to their too close contact
with Protestant Missionaries, began gradually to be protestantized.
Disobedience to the mandates of the Holy See was about to give

Malabar—A Sea View.
rise to the notorious Padroado schism in the churches under the
Portuguese Patronage. The Syrian Catholics of Malabar, however,
as a body, kept imperturbably to the Apostolic SeeT There was,
however, among them much room for improvement and progress.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

The education of the bulk of the Clergy was conducted by * Malpans”
(professors), priests noted for their learning  and piety, who, with
the recognition from the local Ordinaries, were - Rectors of Petit

system of imparting ecclesiastical education not

Seminaries —a
A thorough

uncommon in Europe even after the Council of Trent.
knowledge of the Syriac language, a sufficient knowledge of the
rudiments of Theology, a minute study of Holy Writ, and an
elaborate training in all the Ceremonies of the Church, were at all
times insisted upon by the *“Malpans”. The spread of Protestantism
' among the schismatic Syrians called for higher and more exhaustive
knowledge in Theology on the part of the Clergy. Only a select
few received their training in the Seminary of Verapoly conducted
by the Discalced Carmelite Missionaries.

: : Malabar—A Hill View. )

2. The status of the laity, too, called for improvement in various
directions. Generally 'speaking, they knew to read and write. The
study of Sanskrit Classics was the privilege of only a very few.

10
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" CHAPTER I. 1828—1831

As for higher secular education, there was no scopé for-it. ~ With
the advent of the C. M: S. Missionaries, English education began to
hold ground'in Malabar. *The schismatics’ naturally took the best
advantage ‘of it. In  the absence’ of propér parochial schools, |
Catholic children had to learn then' Catechlqm and ordmaly prayers
in Vllhge schoo]s HEEET

3. The local Ordinaries had alwa.ys at heart the amelioration of
the spiritual and social conditions of both the clergy and the laity ;
they had done towards it what their circumstances permitted ;
much, however,_remamed st1ll to be done.. The, fulness of God’s
time came in the 19th century, When there appeared a confluence
of agencies that wrought with marvellous success an all-round
1mp10vement in the Church of Malabar. The chief of these agencies,

it may be sald was the Carmelite Congregatlon of Malabar trained
' e’ dlrectlon of 1ea1ned ~and holy ecclemastmal

;T Thomas Palakal of Pdlhpuram in ighe pre{ '
: ; beloved alike of GQd anE' '

over 'VIalabar _
-retary’ to. Mg1 Ra =
".mund Surlo, 6. D
Viecar Ap.-of Verapol

. OB.< -1
Ourt Lady andx Jto S‘f‘."
Dommlc. ived.
his eculpsmstlcal 1}1;&}11‘-
-1808-1816, }_mi as Con : ' ing under 141 A}b}&ham
- sultor to his suCcessots, Very R_e",.-"' 2 '5"‘3“’" Palskal.  Thachil - Kuthzla-
-thode ; 1mmed1ately after-hls.ordma, ion to-the Prlestlloo&he assumed_
~the charge of training “tandidates for the Sacred Ministry. Thlough
his disciples, Fr. Palakal introduced many reforms into the Malabar
Chureh. He deviated, not a little, from the old method of conducting
studies and enforcing discipline in seminaries. He insisted 'upon
the seminarians always remaining under his immediate vigilance
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and their habitual wearing of the clerical soutane—an innovation
gradually adopted by the whole of the Syro-Malabar Clergy.
Not satisfied with the old curriculum of studies, he got down Tamil
books treating on Theological subjects and taught them to his
pupils. What characterized him most was his ardent love of study,
| prayer, and penance, He was always seen, either busy with books
in his room, or pouring forth his soul -before God in the church.
He observed a daily rigorous, fast without any breakfast. He had
the glft of tears; it was more difficult for h]m to suppress his tears
than for others to shed them. His face, though emaciated, was
ever radiant with divine love; Mgr. Francis Xavier, 0.C D.,, the then
. Vicar ‘Ap. of Verapoly, used to say that those who looked at the
face of Fr. Paldakal, felt‘the Holy Ghost dwelling in ‘him. He daily
recited, with the seminaridans, the Syre-Malabar Office, which at
that time had not a definite form and was rather long. His
patience with and love of enemies were quite extraordinary. His
life as the Seminary Rector actuated him with thé desire of founding
a Religious community, which, he hoped, would prove an instru-
ment in'the hands of God towards the materlal, mte}lectual and
splrlbual welfare-of Malabar. - 2

r'i', ‘"

B Father Palakal had an mtlmate frlen(f 4in the pelsﬁn of
Very Rev. Fr Thomas Porul<a1a, who, also ﬁbstered the noble idea of
mauguratmg Religious ~mortified life. = Vicar
life among the St, -of his® own parish,
Thomas Christians. Champakulam,
Father Thomas Poru- Fr. Porukara was the
kara of Champakulam Apostle of the devo-
in ‘the present Diocese tion to St. Joseph.
of Changanacherry bad The custom of preach-
received his echesiase -ing sermons in churches
tical training in. the every Sunday, owes its
Seminary of .Verapoly. -origin to him. He was
He too was mnoted for a great friend of the

his deep piety and VewRevFglomsPoukes  poor. Every Saturday,

before distributing alms—a long-standing custom in the well-to-do
families and churches of Malabar,—Fr. Porukara would gather the
poor in the church, recite the Rosary with them and prepare
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CHAPTER 1. 1828183t

many of them for Confession. He introduced the holy custom of
reciting the Rosary in parish churches every evening. His zeal for

the salvation of souls was so great that his- superiors appointed
him to more difficult and more responsible posts.

6. In 1828, when Fr. Porukara was Vicar of' the Latin church
of Thankacherry in the present Diocese of Quilon, Mgr. Maurelius
Stabilini, 0.C.D., came to Malabar as Vicar Apostolic ad interim
of Verapoly. " Relieving Fr. Porukara of the care of souls,
Mgr. Stabilini, reposing full confidence in him, appointed him his
Secretary. o ;

7. Fr. Palakal and Fr. Porukara felt, with divine inspiration,
that the time had come when they could realize their long cherished
desire of founding a Religious institution wherein to devote them-
-selves entirely to the attainment of
evangelical perfection and to work -
for the social, moral and spiritual
advancement of ~ their . Jbrethren.
Their idea they communicated to |
Mgr. Stabilini. He was very-pleased
to approve of it and to encourage
them in their holy enterprise. More-
over, he contributed his share of a
~good sum towards the erection of a
 suitable - Religious house, inviting
the churches and ‘the faithful of

Mgr: Maurelius Stabilini, 0.C.D., Vlcq,r et ;
Apostohc of Verapoly 1828- 1832' Wi

response from the leadmg Syrla' : hirrrches, espec1ally of Kuttanad as
in- a wery short time the two

also from the people of Mdlabar," ;
saintly Fathers coll°cted sufficien ,-funds with which they could
begin the work of the Re]lglous house they proposed to erect.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

the Religious life. In order therefore to open a door for Religious
life, the two Priests who are entrusted with this letter, desire to
establish a church and a monastery for those who are willing to
embrace the Religious life, and to raise the necessary funds for their
maintenance. But, if they are left to their own resources, they
will not be ‘able to accomplish the noble project. Contributions
from many people will make it possible and easy of accomplish-

" ment. He who makes a donation is happier than he who accepts
it. Contributions for the present purpose will entitle the donors to
innumerable divine -favours and blessings. Hence We earnestly
desire and recommend that donations be given from the churches
and the people to the two -Priests whom We send, so that
they may raise the. monastery; - the-church —and 'the - necessary
funds for the maintenance of the Religious. Thus the way will be
opened for the happy introduction of Religious life into this Diocese.
And those who help this project will undoubtedly share in all the
benefits resulting therefrom. The example of the Religious will
instruct the ignorant. Those who are willing to become Religious
will have a chance to do so. The piously inclined who are now
scattered here and there can live together in communities. The
Church will be glorified. The countries and the whole world will
have peace. Those who are called to enter heaven by means of
the Religious life, will be made perfect by the Lord of all things.
They will be free from all worldly affairs and ‘they - will devote
themselves entirely to spiritual things. By the zealous work of these
elect souls, all possible blessings will be secured. Generous charity
will ensure perseverance ‘in virtue. We know that your zeal is
such :as will impel you to make donations for this purpose according
to your means, nay even beyond your means. We exhort you
therefore to make contributions according to your ability, to give
with willing minds and extended hands and with a.»cheirity which
knows no murmur. We advise and command all of .you to give
‘with a generous mind, the required material alms, each one according
to his means, the poor in imitation of the poor widow who cast
in! only two mites, and the wealthy in imitation of the rich man
who cast in much; thus will you reap a spiritual harvest.
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May the grace of the Almighty God and Our own blessing and
benediction be upon you.

This decree is issued on the 1st of November 1829, after the
birth of Christ.
(Sd.). F. MAURILIUS, °
Sl Bishop of Dolica,
interim Vicar Apostolic -of Mualabar and Cochin.

To the two Priests, Fr. Thomas Palakal and Fr. Thomas Porukara,
who are entrusted with this decree, We, Maurilius, Bishop of Dolica;
have handed over rupees two hundred (Rs.200) as Our own contri-
bution for this excellent project mentioned in the decree.

 (Sd.) F. MAURILIUS,
Bzfslzop of Dblica._

In accordance with these letters patent, from the pariéh‘chi;rcli
of Kallurkat, Rs. 200 are handed over to the above k_mé.n.tioned
Fathers, . - £l 5 |
(8d.) FR. JOSEPH PUTHUCHIRA,

Vicar of the Kallurkat church.

According to these letters patent, four hundred rupees (Rs. 400)-
are handed over from the church of Koilmuck to ‘the above said
Fathers. By
(Sd.) FR. GEORGE THEKEDAM,

Viear.

In éccordan'ce with these letters patent, from the church of
1’111111c1111nu, with ' the consent of the parishioners_, assembled in
Council, one thousand paras of paddy are handed over to the above
mentioned Fathers.

(Sd.,) - FR. GEORGE MUNNUTTI NALPATHU,
3 ; Vicar.
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In accordance Wlﬂl these letters patent flom the church of the-
Holy Cross at Alleppey, with the consent of the parlshlonels
assembled in Council, one hundred rupees Rs 100) are handed over
to the above mentwned Fathers

(8d.) FR. LUKE THEKUMURI,
Vicar.

In accordance with these letters patent, from. the church of
Vadacara, with the consent of the parishioners, assembled in Council,
one . hundred .rupees (Rs. 100) are handed. over to the above
mentioned Fathers. ' s

; (Sd) FR. AUGUSTINE,
Vicar.

" In’ accordance with thege, Tetters: patent, from the church of
Arakusha; with the consent of the parishioners, ‘assembled in Council,
fifty rupees: (Rs. 50)° are handed over to the above” mentioned
Fath : .

A:In accordance W1th these letters patent, floﬁa_:- -the’ churt,h of
Anakallunk'ﬂ with the consent of the parishioners, assernbled in
Coun 1 "’"the plesent two thousand five hundled C‘huckmms,

i \(Sd.) T

In accmdance W1th these lettelb patent fwm the chmch of
Paﬁlhpuwm W;Ltlp the conaent of the - pculshmneis, assembled
Conmcﬂi @ne hund1ed 1upe% ’Rs 100) are glven

(Sd ) FR GEORGB

- lerar

2otz

; ; To bhe abeve mentwned thller%, accordmg to these ,letters patent

for ‘the plesent two hundred ‘rupees (Rs. 200) are given by Parayil
Kunjavirah. .

(Sd.),
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CHAPTER 1. 8281831 -

8. The next step was to select a suitable spot whence they
could, while serving God under a religious roof, radiate their .
activities throughout the whole of Malabar. Several hillocks were
proposed ; at last, Mannanam, exceptionally blessed by the beauties
of Nature, and easy of access from every part of Malabar, in the
present Diocese of Changanacherry, was fixed upon.

9. From the very beginning Rev. Fr. Cyriac Chavara of
Kainakaty in the present Diocese of Changanacherry, a disciple of
Fr. Palakal,” Rev. Fr. Pascal of the Latin Rite from Arthungal,
and’ a layman, Jacob Kanianthara, a neighbour of Fr. Porukara,
were associated with the Founders in the noble work of erecting
the new House of God.

- 10, May 11, 1831, was, the day fixed for. the blessing of the
corner stone of the Mother-House of the future Carmelite Congre-
gation of Malabar. Mgr. Stabilini came to Mannanam to perform

Mannanam Hill in 183I.

The Laying of the Foundation Stone of the Mother-Hous¢ and the. First Church
of the Congregation.
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the function. personally,. but, being impeded by an  unexpected
indisposition, left the desirable :task to either Fr. Palakal or Fr.
Porukara. Owing to mutual defelence neither of them would
undertake to pelfoml the ce1emony”7‘}At last Fr. Porukara ylelded_
There then arose the question as to- the name the foundation stone
should bear. Mgr. Stabilini suggested the name of St. John the
Baptist, Fr. Palakal that of St. Dominic, and Fr. Porukara that of
St. Joseph. Finally, Fr. Porukara’s suggestion was accepted, and
the foundation stone bore St. Joseph’s name. Whereupon, Father
Porukara, in the presence of: Mgr. Stabilini, Fr. v.Palakal and a
multitude of priests and ]aymen, during. the Pontificate of Pope
Gregory XVI and the 1e1gn of Rama Varma Kulasekhara Perumal,
RaJa of Travancore, laid the foundation stone of the First Church
: ~ 'H-;'fouse ‘of the Congregation, in-the name of St. Joseph,
’ t 0 }»Galmel With the hearty co—opelaﬁion of the
nd - }alty, the work p10g1essed under the d1rect1on
] rukar W‘dij Fr. Chavala Fr. P&Llakd,l had to JFeturn: to- -
P alhpumm Semmaly Whele he was. Rector. All that he could do -
was to direct from afar the work at;fMarmanam Ei: Pomkam had
fto go round collectmg alms, chleﬂy fromt ‘Muvattupusha, Thodupusha, .
;a@}d Meenachﬂ‘ V}i}ille Fl (‘hdvala 1emamed at**‘«]ann‘anmn to-
conduct the work. The Cathol]c families of Tnayll and Perumalil,
and the Nair family of Kalampucad, were of great help to the
Fathers, who were strangers o the place. The neighbouring parishes
of Athirampusha, Kainusha, and Kudamaloor, and some of their
~ parishioners also contributed their share for the work at Mannanam.
- Mass was said on Pentecost Sunday of the same year in the newly-
" built Chapel. It is worthy of mention that Fr. Porukara and
Fr. Chavara were often found with the workmen, carrying stones
and mortar for the building of the Chapel and the adjacent
Monastery—an example followed by the Fathers who succeeded
them. :

11.  BEver since the foundation of the Monastery at Mannanam,
Mannanam has been the centre of Religious life and Catholicity in
Malabar. The Visitors Apostolic and Papal Representatives have
been given official and solemn receptions, in the name of the whole

LA
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“CHAPTER 1" 18281831 - GRS
Catholic Malabar, at Mannanam. Delegates -Apostolic and Bishops
have often selected Mannanam for their residence. The Clergy and

The szxtcr Ap; Mgr (now Cardmal) A H. M Leplc er; O. S. M,, at St. Joseph’s Mcnastery,

Mannanam, when Very Rev. Fr. Aloysxus of St Mary, was the Prior General.
laity of Malabar gathered at Mannanam to deliberate on- religious

and social questions.

- 12. The Royal Families of Travancore and. Cochin have always
been kind and benevolent towards the Congregation. His Highness
Sir Rama Varma Ayilliam Tirunal had often expressed his satis-
faction at the rapid growth of the new-born “ Asrama ” at Mannanam.
"H. H. Visakham Tirunal presented to the house a large oil-painting
of the Madonna which .is still kept in a prominent place in the
‘Monastery. H. H. Prince Aswati Tirunal, B.A., was pleased to pay
a visit to Mannanam, His Highness Sri Mulam Tirunal, of happy
memory, looked upon some of the members of the Congre gation
with special veneration, and the ‘new magnificent buildings of the'

23
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

St. Joseph’s Press, have been inaugurated as a memorial of the
Shashtiabdapurthi of His Highness. H. H. Kerala Varma Valia
Koil Thampuran, C. I. E, “was likewise a great adl}lirer of the
: ' Congrega-
tion. His
Highness’s
visit to
Manna-
-nam  and
also the
assump -
tion of the
patronage
of the St.
Ephrem’s
#. 1 g H
School are
only a few
among the
many to-
kens of the
sincere es-
teem of the
illustrious
scholar, for
t his Reli-
gious Insti-
ta1't i'o.n .
The Circu-
lar Letter
issued by
the Prior
. —— == : General of

His Highness, Sri Mulam Tirunal, the late Maha Raja of Travancore. the Con-
gregation on the occasion of the Installation of H. H. Sri Chittira
Tirunal,the present Maha Raja, amply bears witness to the deep-
seated loyalty of the Congregation towards the Royal House.
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~13. The attitude of the Royal Family of Cochin towards the
Congregation has been equally sympathetic. His Highness Sri

Rama Varma the late Maha Raja, contrary to all precedents, even
‘ elf laid

_the
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Se&iﬁﬁfyiiwgfk%Apﬁostol_a’te_; of ‘the

Dh fh e Fd '

Thew is
~sand-good
«oﬁe is t’he

the WOlk of God“—and uch

<k }ple_gs'u
' ous Congregatlon —should pl'

’“Dlocese of':'leon and Fr. Ohavafla, ”tha’t‘fof outhem Palhpuram
They had to leave Mannanam, giving up all there which they held
most dear, and to assume their new charges which separated them
widely from each other. Every one felt the blow very keenly.

- With the advice. of I'r. Palakal, they accepted the trial as coming

| from the hands of God Almighty, and entrusting the care of the
future to Divine Providence, they obeyed the order of the Vicar
Apostolic without a word of complaint.

2. Mgr. Francis Xavier was highly pleased with the saintly
behaviour of the two Fathers and relieved them of their parochial
charge in 1833, when, koth of them, under the auspices of the
Vicar Apostolic himself, resumed the work at Mannanam, assisted
by the clergy and laity as before.

3. At the express desire -of Fr. Palakal, a Seminary for the
education of the Secular Clergy was attached to the newly-built
Monastery at Mannanam. The seminarians were lodged apart from
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those who desired to embrace the Religious life. Father Palakal
was Rector ¢ex-officio’ of this Seminary as well. Continuing 1o

His Fx. Mgr. L. M. Zaleski, Delegate Apcstolic, who visited all the Monasteries of the Congregation,.
at Mannanam, when the Very Rev, Fr. Basil of St. Teresa was the Prior General.

reside “with his seminarians at Pallipuram, he conducted at the
same time the Seminary at Mannanam, through the Fathers there.

4. The death of the saintly Fr. Palakal, which took place at
Pallipuram in 1841, was really a heavy blow 1o Fr. Porukara and
Fr. Chavara. Tiusting in God they continued the building of the
church and the monastery by means of. collections raised from all
the different parts of the country. The work at Mannanam roused
general interest and was looked upon as a common cause by all.
It is worth mentioning that the leading secular priests of the day
paid frequent visits to Mannanam. -Some of them even looked after
the works there, in the absence of (Fr. Porukara and Fr. Chavara.
While engaged in the building works at Mannanam, Fr. Porukara
often went to distant parishes to preach missions and to attend to
the spiritual needs of the Faithful. His saintly life, his winning
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MAILLABAR

manners and the unction .with which he . preached, Jed the Vicar
Apostolic invariably to send him out on difficult missions; especially
in the struggle with the Padroado schism. The zealous labours of
Tr. Porukara and other Syrian Priests converted many from that
schism in Quilon and other parts of Malabar.

5.  Fr. Porukara and Fr. Chavara keenly felt the need of the
Apostolate of the Press in Malabar. Fr. Chavara taking the lead,
established” under the: patronage of St. Joseph, a Printing Press at
Mannanam ‘in 1844—the first ‘Catholi¢c “ Press in Malabar. This
premier establishment, with the blessing of its pious founder, has
to ‘this day continued- to spread sound Catholic literature throughout
the ;whole Malayalam-speaking States. The ' Nazrani Deepika,”
the ‘only Catholic Daily newspapel in ‘India,* and the  “ Flower of
{eod T ol o I8 (Glaria el 2 a

Rl :
o monthly peri-

odical, arve re-
gularly pub-
lished by th's
FPregs 2" e
N T nd
Deepika” s
~theundaunted
champion - of
the political
and social in-
terests of the
Catholics of
Mead:a b a1,
while the
. The present St. Josephs "Press;? Mannanam 24 5 ! -4 Fiower of
Caln_lel i is intended to smengthen the I‘dlthful in piety and devotion.
The amount of good ‘* Despika ’* does fo society and to Religion is
beyond praise. During the Great War, the paper opened a subscription
for the stricken people of Central Europe.  The amount reached m: any
thousands and won unstintied applecmtlon and thanks from Rome.

b meﬂr to the universal deprussxon, the Da1lv is, for the time bemg, made a Weekly.
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" CHAPTER II: ' 1831—1846

6. Mgr. Francis Xavier died in‘1844 and was succeeded by
Megr.: Ludovie, 0: C. D. Before h's death, Mgr. Francis Xavier had
nominated Fr. Porukara and Fr. Chavara “ Malpans ” and Examiners
of the Syrian candidates for the Priesthood, in the Vicariate
Apostolic of Verapoly.

7. In the inscrutable designs of God Almighty, Fr. Porukara
too . was cailed to his reward, before witnessing the complete
establishment of religious life at Mannanam. Aware of his
approaching end he received the last Sacraments with extremo
devotion from the hands of Fr. Chavara. At midnight on January
8th, .1846, occurred his touching and edifying death. He had been
lying stretched -on his bed, heroically enduring excruciating pains
and peacefully awaiting the end. Then, as if inspired, he raised
himself with another’s help, and remaining in a kneeling posture,
asked Fr. Chavara to give him the last aubkolutlon and to (,n,]om
his agony as penance. Then, this close followp‘ Jest
in the same -kneeling posture, made ‘the sign o
]évillgly the five wounds of the Crucifix he hel(I in
finally kissing the picture of our dey breathed h|
hands of his Cleutm

8. . By the death of Fl Poi““
infant-institute fell on-' = :
the shoulders of young
Fr. '« Chavara,: = who
from the veryf_':-begi’{l-_
ning had imbibed the
spirit of .:Fr. Palakal -
and Fr. Porukara; and‘;
who from 1833 had con-+
secrated himself and all
his personal earnings
for the mnoble work - the contemplative and
begun -at- -Mannanam. Virs Rev. Fr. Cyfins Eliia Chavira: ths Ctive Mifey in-» perfee't
Fr. Chavala was thus - first “Prior” of the Congregation. lﬁarmony ¢

ik c———-@i%i@;ﬁ“_
£ o
29
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neatgd by them, fo the
“formation of ‘a cano-
_niecal Religious Congre-
gation, comprising hoth
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CHAPTER . III
1846—1856

The Twofold Life-—Profession of the First Eleven Fathers—
Fr.: Cyniac Elias (Chavara) —Missions and Retreats.
1. The priests and laymen, disciples Qf Fr. Pomkara contmued

obedient in all things to Fr. Chavara, after the former’s death.
The ]‘ittlre community adopted as its motto, .« sanctification of self

His Ex Mgr Fumasom Biondy, Delega‘te Apostohc, at Mannanam, when the Very Rev. Fr. Gabnel of
St.;‘]oseph was 1he Pr.or Genﬁral f J

an.d the sanctification of others.” They rb}ended the contemplatlve
'Wit}l .the active life, without a formally approved Rule of Life or
Religious Vows. The Founders had in mind the institution of some

é“:id of preachmn' Congregation,™ after the model of the Domirnican
r el (>3}

: 30

www.TheCMSIndia.org Crm  ’ ‘

MUSICOLOGICAL

SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

mar @%am WWWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

CHAPTER III. 18461856

2. From the very start, their active life was not confined to
the sacerdotal ministry alone; it comprised also the work of
teaching in Seminaries and the Apostolate of the Press. Hence, the
nature of the active life the. Founders had in view, was more or
less similar to that of modern active Rellglous Institutions. In fact,
from . their programme of 'active service, they  did not exclude
anything that was necessary for or conducive to the glory of God
and the salvation of souls in this Mission country, as far as was
compatible with the Rules and Constitutions under which they lived. -

3. The ‘active life was to be a sequel to ‘the contemplation
that gave them the life and spirit of true Apostolic pioneers. The
: spmtual exercises practised daily at Mannanam from the beglnmng
were ‘as follows s 2o morning prayers the Prlests qﬂld the Divine.
Office; after'whlch all recited  the five Joy ful Mysterles of the' =
Rosalvdnd the Rosaries of the Flve Holy Wounds and of the. -
‘Seven Dolours and concluded with a petltlon to St. Joseph forg;
pre<ewmg mtact the v1rtue of Holy Purlty Next followed the:

: -borrowfu
' temes SO

ound’s a‘n'd' to
Jbseph and
g la,stly a prayer for:
~obtaining divine
- love and ‘¢courage
“to suffer pains
and afflictions for
love of God. In
- the evening, at
the sound of the
Angelus, all
gathered together; the one appointed, after announcing the name
of the Saint of the following day, would recite in Syro-Chaldaic

31
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

the antiphon, “ Create in me a clean heart. O God, and renew Thy
Holy Spirit within me,” to which all would respond in the same
tongue, ¢ Cast me not away from Thy presence and take not away
Thy Holy Spirit from me.” This was followed by meditation, the
points being read from a Malayalam book, called ¢« Gnana Muthu
Mala’ (Garland of Spiritual Pearls). The meditation ended with
the recitation of the five Glorious. Mysteries of the Rosary and
prayers in honour of St. Joseph, .Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, and the
Five Wounds of our Lord. To these were added certain devotions
" in honour of St. Domlmc, which were plactlsed by Fr. Palakal in
the Pthpmam Seminary. Asa 1ule, they 1etued at 10 p.m., _except
during the great Lent (50 davs precedlng Eabter), when the Vlgll_
was protla(,ted till midnight. All the rest, of the time was devoted,
"o stud,y, teachmg d’ﬂd manual Work gx

4 The contemp]atwe and actwe llfe begun under the direction
ofJ Mgr Stablhnl,_and tamtly approved by Mg1 Franus Xavier,

attracted“ the attenuon of Mgr. Ludov1c lezo, in 1850"'~exp1 e«ed hls
desn‘ avmg** ‘the Institute applovedf the Holy»s‘?et Ty

6 In-18‘32 Mgr Ludovreﬁwae—e&llnd to Rmﬁ&aﬁdegrBernar-

) t.{: Teresa 0.C. D., was nominated Administrator Apoﬁtolic
of Verapoly Mgr ¥ Bemardme ‘took - very keen interest in the
Religious Commumty at Mannanam. After studying the mode of
life embraced by Fr. Chavara and his followers, and knowing their

_ desire of binding themselves to God by Religious Vows, he sent

/ them the ancient Rule and Constitutions of the Discalced Carmelites,
modified to suit the circumstances of time, place and Rite. Rev. Fr.
Marcelline, a European Missionary of the First Order of the Discalced
Carmelites, (afterwards coadjutor Vicar Ap. of Malabar for the
Syro-Chaldeans), was sent to Mannanam to preach a retreat of ten
days preparatory to the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 8th
of December, 1855, on which auspicious day it was settled that all
who desired it, might pronounce their Religious Vows.

6. Two Priests, eight Seminarians and one lay postulant, finding
it hard to follow the Rules; left the Community. Fr. Marcelline
0. C. D, on the day fixed, -officiated solemnly, in the name of the
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CHAPTER 1L . 1346—1856

local Ordinary at the Religious PlOfGSSlOI’l of the three Vows of
Poverty, Ohastlty and Obedience, made by Fathel Chavara, who
immediately after, in quality of Superior of the new Religious
Community, received the Vows of ten others, who together with
him, formed the First Eleven Professed Fathers of the Congregation :

The Religious Profession of the First Eleven Fathers, 1855.

they were (1) Fr. George ThOpll (2) Fr. Cyriac Porukara, brother of
Fr. Thomas Porukara, (3) Fr. Cyriac Kochupura, (4) Fr. Matthew 1
Munjanat, (5) Fr. Matthew Kalapurakal, (6) Fr. Jacob Valliara,
(7) Fr. Emmanuel Kaniarakam, (8) Fr. Cyriac Palakal, nephew of Fr
Thomas Palakal, (9) Fr. Alexander Kattakayam, and (10) Father
Zacharias Kalathi]. This unique Religious function was witnessed
by a large congrégation that had assembled from _far and near,
attracted by the fragrance of spirituality and sanctity emanating
from Mannanam, and spreading throughout the whole country.
This event, as conspicuous before men and as precious-in the eyes
of God as. it was hidden from the eyes of the world, evidently
marks a golden epoch in the history, of the Church in Malabar, for
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION'OF MALABAR

her chosen children of the second Spring, consecrated themselves to
God through the hands of Mary on this auspicious occasion of the
Anniversary of the Definition of the Dogma of the Immaculate

' Conception, which has contributed highly, ever since, to the spiritual
and social resurrecticn and triumph: of our Mother Church.

7. The members of the Religious Community were called

“ Servants of the Immaculate Mother of Mount Carmel”. Father
Chavara was their Superior by virtue of the Rule given them by
Mgr. Bernardine. Just as :in the old Rule of the Carmelites, St
Brocard is addressed by St. Albert, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem,
as head of the infant Carmelite Community living on Mount Carmel,

| S0 also Fr. Chavara, in the Rule given him by Mgr. Bernardine, is
' addressed, head of the infant Religious Community living at Manna-

The Very Rev. Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph (Senior) Prior Genzral, wear:ng the “ Croce di
Benemerenza ” awarded by Pope Leo xiii. i

nam. We have seen how Mgr. Bernardine, as local Ordinary, gave
. Fr. Chavara a Rule of life, for a community already formed
with ecclesiastical approbation, by ‘the labours of Fathers Palakal,
Porukara and Chavara. But it is not to be passed over in silence
that Mgr. Bernardine was, on account of his paternali and sym-
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CHAPTER IIL .1846—1856 ,

pathetic dealings -with Fr, Chavara and his followers, more than a
mere: Ordinary. 1)

. 8. Father Cyriac Chavara, dropping off' his family name, took
at his Profession, as is customary in many Religious Institutes, the \
name, Cyriac Elias of the Holy Family. - Later on, all the other
Religious as well, at their clothing began, to change also their Christian |
name, which they had received in Baptism,—a practice which is
still observed in the Congregation.

9. A leathern girdle was the only external sign which distin-
guished the First Professed Fathers from the Secular Clergy, who
wore a white soutane. In addition to the girdle, they wore beneath
the religious robe a small-sized, brown, woollen Scapular.

10. During the ten months that followed, the mnewly Protessed
led a perfectly retired life under the direction of-Ftr. Marcelline,
0. C. D.,, who taught them, with all diligence and dqs1du1ty, the
principles and practices of Religious life. “ SN

11. -After this term of perfect retirement and umbn W1th God
the thhela bec’an ‘their active life. I.nAoompagl*f :
0. C. D, they began to pleach Retwats and’ Miss
of Malabar, from one end te the othel Th1, \
began to renew the face of Malabal and 1mmensely c
make- R ES spmtually what it is to- day. “This pubhc sel'
was: the incentive for the many \ocation'% to Relig :
followed. The First Professed Fatherq were acéompllshe@ preacherq
this, combined with the odour of  their sanctity, gave unfailing |
efficacy to their words. Some of them were asked to preach the {
word of God at any time they happened to arrive at a church. People
gathered at the ringing of the bells; they listened with rapt atten-
tion 1o the inspiring sermons of the Fathers as we read in the
life of Fr. George of St. Joseph, (Thopil). Fr. Alexander of St.
Joseph, (Kattakayam) was so famous a preacher that even to- day
he is known by the name, “Second Xayier.” There was no church
in Malabar, where Fr. Alexandel of St. Joseph did not preach
more than once. The Fathers made it a point always to devote
one of the daily instructions of the Retreats to the devotion to the
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Sacred Heart of Jesus, to the Seven Dolours of our Lady and to
St. Joseph. These three are the chief family devotions of Malabar
to-day. The services of the Fathers were eagerly sought for to
help the people, especially on their death-bed and in their agony ;
their popularity among all classes is evinced by their success in
pacifying complicated quarrels and family disputes which saved
many, not only from spiritual but also from material ruin.
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CHAPTER IV
1856—1860

The Monastery of Coonamavu—Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara),
Superior General—The Monasteries of Elthuruth,
Vazhakulam and Plasanal,

1. Owing to the active work of the Fathers, the Congregation
began to spread abroad and new Monasteries came into existence.
The church of St. Philomena at Coonamavu with the adjoining
house built by Mgr. Francis® Xavier, was in 1857 turned into a -
Monastexy by Mgr Bernardlne, to m’moduce Rehgmus life among the

= : S § Christians of
the Latin
Rite ; the in-
I mates of the
¢ house were

four Latin
; \Priests select-
j ed by thatPre-
B late  himself.
M I'r. Philip, O
C. D., (a Euro-
‘pean Mission-

& ary), was ap-

Monastery of Coonamavu, pointed their

Superior. The four Latin Priests had not the courage to persevere;
consequently, the vacant Monastery was handed over to the Fathers
of Mannanam to establish therein a new house of the Congregation.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

Fr, Marcelline was in this connection transferred to Coonamavu to
tdk(‘ﬁ ﬁhe ‘place” of Fr. .Phlhpt Mgl Bernaudme for th1s purpose,
w10te thlough F1 Mareelhne tQ Fr Qyuac Ehas (Ghavala) to.send
some Fathers to Coonamavu 150 ~take possessmn of the church and
the h@use, expressly statmg in J,at docum(-ynt that Coonama\ u was
hencefor,th tos belomg to the: uyrxan Commumt,y, ::'Ii'uq n: 1837 “two
Professed Fathers and twe novmes in Mmor Onde1s from Mannanam
occupledt the Monastel y- of Coonamavu, and-Fr. Malee}hne t@@k up
the office of Superlor Smce FI_‘J_MaweHme fhad to accompany the
Farthers to ‘preach 1et10&ts in  yarious churches, Fr; Cyuac Ejha’s
((;ﬁa?alag was appo.mt@?i by Mgr Bexnmdme « Prior ” 71150, of
Goana,ma\m Monastery. F1 Cynac Ehas ﬂ(Ohavara.) afte1 ‘taking
© 1ge honse at. Coonam,avu substltuted F1 Matthew

: nd 1efu,1 néd

Monastemes give us to undelstand that Fr Cyrlac Llldb (/Ild\’dld)
was Superior General 01 the COn"l@gdthll

2. - Foreseeing the buvht future awaltmw the Comrlerratlon,
’Mgr Bernardine appmnted Fr. "Pinllp to act ‘as his delewate in
matters pertaining to the Conglegatlon, and he, in consequmoe of

his appomtment took ury h1s Les1dence at Coonanmvu

i O Tlll 1859 postulants were recelved”’both‘ at Mannanam /
and at Coonamavu. For the u-nlform‘i'ty of tlaining Mgr. Beér-
nardine, who by this  time bfcame Vicar Apestohc of » Velapoly,
ordered all the postulants to be. lodged at- Coonamavu with Fr,
Philip as their Master, during the 110v1t1ate career... The novices,
after their Comse of studies and ordlnatlon to Priesthood, had to
undelgo one.year of Novmeshlp bef01e they wele aalmtted to: thelr

Vows which were always sunp)e and pelpetual

4, The fame of the Religious life led at Mannanam and of the
Missions preached by the Fathers, made Fr. Antony Thottunkal of
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CHAPTER IV. 1856—1860

Kandasankadavu of the present Diocese of Trichur, visit Mannanam

Fathers and the Lay-Ercther novices, St. Mary’s Monastery, Elthuruth,

and spend a few months there. He returned ‘home with the idea
: ; of starting a
Monastery ‘in 'his
native place. The
Priests and laymen
of Trichur and the
neighbouring
parishes, heartily
§ co-operated ; in
1851,  Elthuruth, -
(Isle .of God) near
Arnattukara was
chosen as the site
for the Monastery
It was only after a

 Industrial SChOOl Elthuruth. Sa‘tlbfac‘tory test of
the regular discipline observed. by the Fathers at Mannanam that in
39
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR ?
1852, Mgr. Bernardine gave his consent to the erection of the new

Monastery:. In 1808 TFathers were sent to F‘lthuruth to ~begin

Commumty hfe there, alt.hough regular Rehgwu,s life-was to begin
Along Wlth the Monastery a Seminary w as

there on]y latel on.!
This Monas-

also sfalted after the model of ‘the one. at Mcmnanam
tery, as we shall see, lias played a very 1mpo1 tant part in the hls’tmv
of the Syro- Malabar Church. thhmuth now is the seat of a Print-
ing Presé,_ an Indusinia‘f Séhool, a —an*lifeh Middle School, and a

Catechumenate: Bes1des 11: is the Novitiate Houee of the Liay Bro-

thels of the 001wr~egat10n
5% Vazhaklﬂam in the plesent ALehdlocese of Ernakulam was

blessed ‘with a house of the Congregatmn as early as'1859. A well-
: — A —— fWi‘Qllel Fr.

a,:t"che W

made to the
Congregation
a gratuitous
offer of a
chapel he had
built there,
v' along with its
site where
®.rose the

Monastery of

The Inmates of Vashakulam Monastery. (Inset) Fr. Jacob of St, Mary,
Kanatt),
( ok our Lady of

Mount Carmel of Vazhakulam. The dominant figure: that almost
single-handed carried out the work of building the massive church,

monastery and seminary at Vazhakulam,and guided the destiny of
that institution till his death, in the capacity of Superior, was the
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-CHAPTER 1V. 1856—1860 -
balented and able Fr. Jacob of St.. Mary (Kanatt). TRegular,

two co-founders ‘o‘f the Céngregah

Fr. Antony opened a rival rellglouq houqe Where he and hlS
followers gave themselves up to external penances. They followed '
the anclent Rule of St. Antony

T The fnendly relatlons between Fr. Antony and Mgr Ludov1c
i having been broken the former proceeded to Babylon with the hope
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
of bringing: down a (‘haldean BlShOp This was in 1853, when Mgr.
Bernardine  took
up the government
of Verapoly as
Administrator
| . Apostolic. On the
& death of Fr
Antony, at Bag-
dad, the house at
Plasanal was in
1858 given over
to the  Fathers of
Mannanam by
Mgr. Bernardine;
yhere of the place it was

L i In 1860, F1 Leopold 0.0.D
(a FKuropean Missionary), was ap-
pointed Master of Novices at Coona-
mavu in place of Fr. Philip, 0.C.D.,
who still continued to be the Dele-
gate of Mgr. Bernardine.

Fr. Leopold, 0. C. D., Novice Master.
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1. Although the name and 1nsﬁ1tg io ety
not to be sought for in 'y, ea 134 ‘“centm:y,
still the Knights Templaps;: the. 55 of E-and’ the

'Mannanam, 1905.

term. In th"é" "lfi/fﬁ;eentury, when the religious status of ecclesiastics
reached a very low ebb, laymen offered themselves for the office of
preaching and teai,-ching. Not being well instructed themselves,
some of them hopelessly erred, as was the case with the Waldenses,
while others, e.g., the Humiliats, had to limit their work to moral
instruction alone. Some of these last mentioned received Holy
Orders and the rest remalned in the world under the Spll‘ltl]d].
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

direction of Priests, both Secular and Regular, and were. called
«“ Tertiaries.” Their union:was known as the ThlI‘d Order. This is

the origin of “Third Orders.”

9. 1In course of time, all the ancient Mendicant Orders began
to have Tertiaries under them; they were trained and directed
according to the spirit of the Order of which they were Tertiaries.

tiaries are
divided in-
to Tertiary
Regulars
and Terti-
ary Secu- |
lars. The
former live
in ¢ om-
munity
and take
Religious
Vows with
or without
depend-
ence upon
the Orders
w hose
namesthey
assume."
The latter
have, no
commu -
nity life
and their
union is, in
all things,

Ryt HIS Ex. Mgr. Peter Plsam, Delegate Apostolic, who visited the important
similar - to Houses_of _the  Congregation. -
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CHAPTER V. 1860—I861
a Confraternity, except for the special promise, which makes it a
kind of Religious Institution or Order. Tertiary seculars are some-
times allowed, by privilege, to use the habit of the Order of
which theyare Tertiaries. The Franciscan Third Order of Seculars,
in the latter part of the 13th  century, gave birth to the
Third Order of Regulars -with simple vows, although they
themselves, in the 15th century, became stlictly Regulars by
convertmg the s1mple VOws inte soIemn oneb Theu institute is
still known as the Thud Ordel of the’ Franelscan Regulars In the
19th century Wele founded a numb"e, of Cengleg tions of nuns
: ) : aﬁms, though
were called

-Francisean - Tertléry ular: Congregations
Ordels Regqu' These Third Orders were -affil e iy

: G .111fmmed the Fathers of
j} _1_e General Chdptel of the Discaleced
. had_ 1e¢,elvea the Congle—

6Thls -“r"a‘ Gﬁ;lreha’n"g‘é*’i‘nj—t’h—e"ie he infant Con- '
grega’elon had _been hmted at by Fr: Ma 1e,-0:¢:D., when he, in
1860, pa,ld a Canomcal visit to the . Monasteries Mannanam and
Coonamavu where e made the nnpertamt Levelatmn that the visit

was in the __heme bf‘ the Prior Genelal‘ o -the Flrst Order

Sy W ~',
Ty Ty R g BB Y |

7 It is to be noted here that thls afﬁllatlon to the Carmellte
First Order, which was to nullify the status of the Congregation
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-~~~ CHAPTER V. 1860—I861
a Confraternity, except for the special promise, which makes it a
kind of Religious Institution or Order. Tertiary seculars are some-

times allowed, by privilege, to use the habit of the Order of
which thewvare MTartiarviee MThe Francicecan Third Ordar of Qaenlare

in
T] , <
th THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
cc begun as an: independent institution, was not asked . for by the
; Fathers-of the Congregation. This is all the mere evident from
st the - faet that Fr. Cyriac Eliag (Chavara), Superior General
1 of the Congregation, was not- by..the new settlement deprived
W.
-
Oy )
O L
la
th
R
de
Ce
(@7 ; - _ 4
ge The solemn celglj}ra_tion‘ of‘-the‘ feast of St. _’i‘ereéa of the‘ Infant Jesus, Mannanam, 1924.
C: of his office, -:ﬁ{tkipug}{; that"gﬁice,. had -no‘tj.b’eén canonically "
. imposed, nor ecoles"laggicqus_g aclgﬁqvp@l_edged. Fr. Cyriac Elias (Cha-
W: vara) had even a successor in thegapa"eity of Superior General. By
-af the new organisation, the Prior General of the First Order was to
"O:f receive the Vows of the members of the Congregation either in person &
= or through his delegate. Since Mgr. Bernardine was more than a A
father to all, and since Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara) virtually retained '
his former position, none of the Fathers made any complaint
gx concerning these newly introduced modifications.
18 8. Fr. Leopold, 0.0.D., Master of Novices, from 1860, was,
(@ . in 1863, nominated delegate in the place of Fr. Philip, 0. C. D.
=} He brought into force the rule that every year, after the feast of
: 46 ;
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CHAPTER V. 1860—1861 ¥

the Patronage of $St. Joseph, the Superiors (Vicars) of -all the
monasteries should assemble in General Chapter at Coonamavu to
discuss matters of comtnon interest, and that every third year new
Superlors shcﬂi; > elected. - These electlons began in 1864 but the

47
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“~

eaded by Fr. Cyriac Elias
_extirpate the Schism. Before Rocos
Elias informed all the churches of
had set out for Malabar without

he proved his assertion by creden-
ved from the Holy See. -

-
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CHAPTER VI. 1861—1866

4. The Rocos party, on the contrary, led by Fr. Thondanat, left
no stone unturned to convince the people that Rocos was sent to
Malabar by the Holy See. The majority of the Syrian churches of
Malabar joined the schismatié Bishop. Fr. Oyriac Elias was then
nominated Vicar General of the Syrians with" extraordinary facul-

The'Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee of the Very Rev. Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph (Senior), the First indigenous
ST A Prior'General of the Congregation, Mannanam, 1903. i A -

ties. In the name of the Syro-Malabar Church and of the Congregation,
he at once wrote to His Holiness, Pope Pius IX, requesting fresh
information and instruction. The Holy Father sent him - a
very kind reply dated September 5, 1861, encouraging him and the
Fathers under him and commending their true zeal for the glory of
God and of His Holy Catholic Church. The letter was written both in
Latin and Syro-Chaldaic and was signed by the Holy Father himself.

49
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
'LETTER OF THE HOLY FATHER IN SYRO CHALDAIC
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CHAPTER VI ' 1861—1866
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Literal Translation of the Letter
Pope Pius IX

To Our beloved sons, Father Cyriac Elias, 'Prior, Fathers
Alexander and Eliseus and others of the Syro-Malabar Rite, peace
and: Apostelic benediction.

We. inform~ Your Reverences -that We have received your loyal
letter written on the 9th of June of this year, which you, beloved sons,
sent to Us with prayer and entreaty to know in what manner you
ought to deal with Bishop Rocos who arrived amongst you last year
on the second of May bearing with him a letter of Our Venerable
Brother Mar Joseph, Patriarch of Babylon of the Chaldeans, and

9l
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

stating that he has been sent by Patriarch Joseph at Our command
to govern the .Church of Malabar. We greatly rejoiced and
even now rejoice; and it pleased Us much, that to remove from
among you all danger of error in this grave matter, you consulted
this Apostolic See and this Holy Church of Great Rome which is
the Mother and Teacher  of all other Churches.

Know ye, therefore, beloved children, that Rocos has come to
you at the will and by the command of the Patriarch alone, while
We had already written and ordered the same Patriarch in the
year 1860 on the 26th of November, not to interfere at all in the
affaus of the Church of Malabal From this, know you, beloved
bons, that B1shop Rocos is without ecclesiastical Juusdlctlon ;. let
him be to you as one ‘illegally sent and as one who has fallen

under ecclesiastical censure.

Now, the true and lawful ruler of this Church of Malabar is

Our beloved Brother, the Venelable Bernaldme, Bishop of Parsala,
whom “We have appointed as Our Vicar there, and who is the repre-
qentatwe of this Holy and Apostolic See, to whom you owe obedience.
We also inform you that We have, 1mmed1ately and without any
delay, commanded Patriarch Joseph tp/,lj.ecall Bishop Rocos from

among you.

‘While We hasten to inform you of-these things, as an earnest
of all heavenly gifts and of Our paternal love for you, We impart
to you from-the bottom of Our heart the Apostolic blessing.

Written in the City of Rome, at the Holy Church of Simon
Peter, on the. 5th day of September, in the 16th year of Our
Pontificate, the year of our Lord, 1861. :

“"PIUS IX, POPE.

5. At the instance .of the Holy: See, the Chaldean Patriarch
recalled -Rocos. The -Holy See had instructed V'Mgr. Bernardine to
excommunicate Bishop Rocos if he disobéyed the orders of his
Patriarch. Rocos would not quit Malabar. Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara)
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CHAPTER VI. 1861—1866

Aand his ‘Religious followers became the butt of the vidicule of the
schismatics, who had even made up their minds to convert
Mannanam and  Elthuruth into residences  of - the schismatic
Bishop. : 5 : :

6. Mgr. Bernardine drew up the sentence of excommunication
against Rocos, which Fr. Matthew of St. Mary (Kappil), Vicar of
Coonamavu Monastery, intrepidly read out in the Narakal church,
where Rocos stood surrounded by his furious, fanatical partisans.
Fr. Matthew of St. Mary was pursued by the bloodthirsty adherents
of Rocos'; but narrowly escaped by taking shelter with one of the
Catholic families of the place. Whereupon, Rocos repented, and in
1862 embarked for Bagdad. Fr. Antony Thondanat accompanied
him. Did Fr. Antony then think that he would be the cause of
a similar Schism in 1874 ? : '

7. The whole Congregation \)vhole-heéyrtedly devoted itself to
the Catholip cause during those : turbulent days, so much so, that
the building of the Monasteries of Elthuruth and Vazhakulam was
considerably retarded. The Fathers went from church to church
preaching against Schism and exposing the fraud and forgery of
the Rocosian party amid the innumerable injuries and insults fhey
had to endure, they were glad to be accounted worthy to suffer
for the Church of God. The Rocosian Schism would certainly have '\ &
severed Malabar from its allegiance to the Holy Apostolic See of | )-"
Peter, if Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara) and his spiritual sons had not
applied the right remedy at the proper time.

8. The Schism came to an end in 1863, when the Commissary
Apostolic, Mgr. Saba, was specially deputed to put into execution
the Concordat of 1857 between the Holy See and Portugal. He
allowed each Syrian church to choose between the Verapoly and
the re-established Padroado jurisdictions. According to the Con-
cordat, this indulgence was granted only -to the Syrian churches
that had fallen into Schism. But the Commissary, in order to procure
greater peace, extended it also to other churches that were under the
Verapoly jurisdiction. This certainly was the cause of great loss to
Verapoly ; it was however repaired during the Vatican Council.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

9, St. Sebastian’s Monastery at Pulincunnu in the present
: : ’ Diocese of
Changana-
¢ h ey,
planned be-
fore the
Schism, was
completed
in 1866.
It was the
parishioners
of Pulin-
cunnu that
took the
: initial steps
g i towards the
ebastién’s_Mcnastery, Pulincupnu, building of

The Inmates of St.
this Monas-
tery. Pulin-
cunnu  as
wel, not
long after,
became the
gseat of a
Seminary.
Now it poss-
esses a
Catechu -
menate
and an Eng-
lish High
School.
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CHAPTER VII».
1 866—1 873

Carmellte Slsters-—Catechumena’ces——Death of Magr.
Bernardine—The ‘Monasteries of Ampalacat and Mutholy—
The Syrian Breviary—Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara s) death-—

b Cyrlac Ellseus (Porukara) NG

1. The years that followed the departure of Rocos from Ma]abar
witnessed extraordinary act1v1tles in the Congregatlon. 3 The great
work the Fathers were able to anchleve for the Chureh’ durmg the
turbulent days of the Schism was appreoxated by alls it gave an
impetus for embellishing the Seminaries attached to the Monasteries
of Mannanam, Elthuruth, Vazhakulam and Pulincunnu.

directions
also.  With
the advice
of " Hr, “kieco-
pold, o.cC.D.,
in 1866, he
Fa-id =t he
foundation of
the now flou-
rishing Con-
_ gregation of
Carmelite
Sisters of the
Syro-Mala-
bar Rite. He
o ; SRR — collected
General View of the Chapel and the Nunnery, Coonamavu alms from

the Syrian parishes with which the Coonamavu Nunnery was

2 Fr. Cyriac Elias, (Chavara) directed: his- activities in other
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

built; it is the Mother-House of the Carmelite Convents of Sisters
scattered throughout the Syro Mdlabal _Church. ,,Mgr. ,;Berpar@iue

- approved: of the Inqtltu,te‘, : It doeq '1mmense good to {she whole of
Malabar espemally nvthe ﬁeld of Female educatlon :

3. The apostohc work of paramount 1mp01tance the- Congrega-
tion was ‘able to effect during this period, was the establishnient
of Catechumenates attached to Monasteries  and parish churches,
The European- Fathers' of the Verapolv Mission did not then go about
converting infidels as they now do. Candidates for Baptlsm had
to be sent to .the Gatechumenate at the residence of-the Vicar
Apostolic. In order to facilitate the work of conversion, a Syrian
Secular Priest, Fr. M. Palakunnel, founded a Catechumenate at

. Koraty in the present Diocese of Changanacherry Mgr. Bernardine
most willingly extended all help to Fr. Palakunnel. The then
Padroado “ Govarnador” of Cranganore, Antony Correa Dos Reis

' Coelho, assisted by his Secretary, Rev. Emmanuel Nidiry, an in-
digenous Syrian Cleric, opened another Catechumenate at Athiram-
pusha, near Mannanam. Fr. Chavara followed suit and opened one
at Mannanam in 1866 and another in the parish of Edathwa.
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CHAPTER "VIL 1866—1873
o Almos’c all the ' monasteries of the Congregation imitated
‘ : the Mother-House

in opening Catech-
es _;ttached

maﬁy “a ,6u1ts and
infants are cared
| for, instructed and
| baptized every
© year. ‘.Dur,' ig the
period between
1866 = a,n‘d 1931

‘tion, - The
num b er
would have
been larger
still,if they
had  vaster
material
resources
at ‘their
disposal.
=5.¢ 'Phe
Colngr"éga-
tion which
was mak -
3 ing admlr-
able progress in every direction, received a shock by the death of
Mgr. Bernardine, 0.C.D., on September 5, 1868. To. his indefatigable
zeal and paternal sohcltude the  Congregation owes its canonical
formation and early progress. A little before his death Mgr. Ber-
nardine added a white hood to the habit of the Congregation. On’

the introduction of the hood, the biretta and collar fell ‘inte
disuse, : s :

Catechum%nate, Kurianad.
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FHE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
' The great uplift Malabar witnessed in the.. 19th century is
A mainly to be . at-
tributed to the
zeal of Mgr. Ber-
nardine and - his
Vicar General, Fr.
Cyriac Elias (Cha-
vara). It is worthy
- of mention that at
thistime the whole
of the Syrian
Church was divid-
ed, by the Vicar
“General, into four
-‘Dmtlrcts, each be-
he Congregahon These

settle&' knotty‘ dIIS-
putes and quarrels
transacted*

cted by Fr. Oymac
Elias (Chavara),

visited, from the beginning, all the churches of Malabar, preach-
e ed Retreats and Missions,. cmrected abuses, and even discharged‘
parochlal Work when the pecuhar cxrcu1n~;tances ot ~a parish re-.

quired it. Sy
38.

Catechumenate, Ampalacat.”

L
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L CHAPTERINTE F1866-1873  ~ A7

7. “Mgr. Bernardine had the happiness to see the beginnings of
St. Teresa’s Monastery, at: .Ampalaca.t An:ther: presan‘& ‘Diocese. of
Trichur. The preparatlors
Ampa]acat were

QI'_._ he 61’8(3'0101’1 of a Monastery at

of his property 05'- the Gongrega‘t*’ Monastery was

completed durmg the aﬂy part of ‘the regl‘me of Mgn. Leonard

Fathérs, Novices and Postulants, St. Teresa’s Monastery, Ampalacat.

Mellano, 0.¢.D., who succeeded Mgr. Bernardine in November 1868.
Ampalacat is the Novitiate House of the Congregation. An
Elementary Malayalam School and a Catechumenate are under tho
management of the Fathers there.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

8. The newly-appomted Vlcar Apostohc, Mgr. Leonard, was

ealled:-to the Vatican:
r‘cil : iin‘_ ,ﬁSépitember

: Whlch 1t had allied 1tself
during the time of Mgr.

- Saba, Wlllmgly went over to

- Verapoly. A

9. The lead-
ing laymen of
the' parishes of
“Ea]a,l and Cher-
Punkul of- the
present Dtoce:e
~o-f- “Changana-
~'cherry; headed by
- Fr: Cheriath Ka-
*.rapusha : and Fr.
Jose ph: “Fhayil
: fa,fterwalds the

Pontifically Pri-

vileged Vicar

General View, Mutholy Monasﬁéry, 1925,
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CHAPTER VIL - 18661873

-General of the Syrian Vicariate Apostolic of Kottayam) approached

: Eathers!and Studems, inmates of the St. John's Monastery, Mutholy.
Mgr. Leo=,/
nard be f(')_rof

the latter
embarked
for- Rome
and obtain-
ed permis-
- sion for a
‘Mi}nastery
- Q.f the»Con-

‘.'Eha;s (Cha-
:vara)_ -depu-
- “ted by -Mgr.
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THE CARMELITE GONGREGATION OF MALABAR

Teonard, approved of the hill of Mutholy as the site of the Monas-
tery. The Mannoor family willingly made a donation of the hill
where, in January 1870, in the presence of Fr. Gerard, 0.C.D,
the foundation of the present St. John’s Monastery was laid by
Fr. Philip, 0. C. D., Pro-Vicar Apostolic. Mutholy is now one of
the Houses of Studies of the Congregation. :Attached to it there is
~also an English Middle School and :a Catechumenate.

10. In November 1870, Mgr. Leonard returned from Rome. It
is “worthy of mention that, after the Vatican Council, the Prior
General of the First Order of the Discalced Calmehtes had only a
nominal jurisdiction over the Congregation.

-11. Mgr. Leonard was authorised by the Holy See to abridge
the Divine Oﬁiée';v_",i_recited by the Syro-Malabar Clergy; it was too
o lengthy and wanting in
umfomnty He entrusted

yaiac Ehas(&hawala)

varlous MS
ﬁ om dlﬁ'erent

sulting all ‘the % Malpans
“of ‘Malabar. F1 erlac
Elias set lis: hand to the
A2 wo1k whlch, prevented by
: ;death he was not able to
bring to a completion. His
work was continued by Fr.
Ziacharias of *St. Joseph
(Thattacherry) and :Fr.
Cyriac Eliseus (Porukara),
both members of the Cong-
regation. The present Syro-
) §  Malabar Divine Office
St. Thomas Church, Pavaratty, with the Consecratlon owes its compilation in
Group. . . its abridged form, to the
_laborious work ~of Fr. Cyriac Ehas (Chavara) and his successors.
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CHAPTER VIL 1866—1873 -

The ‘Officium Feriale’ alone is recited by the Secular Clergy, while
the Fathers of the Congregation, according to the ancient practice

of the Malabar - Church, recite Offices of Feasts which are either
common or special.

12. The Syro-Malabar Calendar in its present form was drawn
up by Fr. Cyriac Elias' (Chavara). A document dated 14th Dee.
1863, bears testimony to the fact that it was through Fr. Cyriac
Elias that the permlssmn and the puvﬂege to celebrate the
important Feasts of the Carmelite Order, with the special faculty
both to recite the Divine Ofﬁce and to use during Mass the Epistle
and Gospel
readings, pro-
 ‘per «wto  the
Feasts, was
ﬁub granted
to- the Con-
hion, by
"Bemar-
din®. - From
B 1396, the Con-
: gregation, like
othier Re-
ous Instl-
.,.of its @ta-
, hias- been
u%mg 1ts GWH
Calendal The

Feast» of all the Saints of Carmel are duly mse}:ﬁe _\5—1\;1 it B Cyriac
 Elias accurately wrote and pubhshed t eRﬁbmc ,to be observed
during the ecelebration of the Holy Sacuﬁw of Maﬁ accordlng to
the Syro-Malabar Rite. The laudable praetice that &verytchurch con-
tributes five per cent of its ineome towards the ‘“Mensa Epmcopahs
owes its origin to Fr. Cyriac: Ehas The holy custom of *Pidi-ari,”
originated by Fr. George of St. Joseph (Thopil) was first introduced
into Malabar by Fr. Cyriac Elias. The faithful were asked to set
apart in- every house a special vessel, labelled Infant, Jesu§
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

Treasury” and to put into it a handful of rice, three times a
day, when rice was measured out for daily consumption. This
quantity was collected at fixed intervals and ussd for charitable pur-
poses according to the instructions of the Vicar Apostolic of
Verapoly. The establishment of Confraternities of the B. V. Mary
in the leading churches of Malabar was to a great extent due
to this man of God. It was Fr. Palakal, one of the Co-Founders
of the Congregation who started this devotion in Malabar.

13. It may not be passed over in ‘silence that in matters
pertaining to the Rite and the Liturgy of the Syro-Malabar Church,
Fr. Cyriac Elias was a little influenced by the latinizing tendency
., of the period. -He it -was
who, after having obtained
the necessary ° permission
from the Holy See through
the Vicar Apostolic of Vera-
poly, translated from Latin
into Syro-Chaldaic the com-
plete Ceremonial of Holy
Saturday. to  be RQIfOll]]erl
in Sy-mam chuﬁehegr It was
first 1‘,_4.1 og;uee(_é in t.l}e ‘Mo-

‘riae Ella% ’Chavala)
breathed his last at-Coona-
mavu in the odour of sanc-
tity. - Foreseeing - ‘the. ap-
proach " of death,  te. freed
; himself of all administrative

Bt shAnk e diargosend gave himselt up
see the Golden Jubilee in 1905, to prepare for it. In his last

days he had inscribed over the door of his room that visitors
might converse with him on no other but spiritual topics. At the
hour of death he revealed to his spiritual children who were kneel-
ing around his bed, lost in tears and prayers, that he had with tihe
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help of God preserved intact his baptismal innocence:; the same
has been deposed by the many who were privileged to Lh\ea’r‘ him
at that solemn. hour. He also left a Jlegacy in_ writing to hié
spiritual sons consisting of a precious collection of exhortaﬁibns on
Religious Perfection. i i

15. From his childhood he had a tender devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament and to the Blessed Virgin, which he tried to implant in
the hearts of others. Several pieces of poetry written by him on
the mysteries of the Christian Religion are still extant. He was a
gifted orator, a man of great literary attainments. Fr. Cyriac Elias
(Chavara), in short, was the elect of God for the great mission of
resuscitating Malabar. to a new life for which work he was
profusely blessed with all the necessary qualities. 2

16. His mortal remains were translated from Coenamavu to
Mannanam, the Mother-Housé of the Congregation, where they lie
together with ‘those of five .o,thers of the : First Eleye@ Professed
Fathers. ' 24 \ ‘

17 Cyuac Eliag (Chavara) was qucceeded in ofﬁce by
F Oyride Eliseus - (Poxuk&uaﬁ brother of

. ThHomas Porukaua “By a speolal d'ec1ee
on Febluauy 29, 1871 Mgr. Lé‘@nald appomt—
ed him Superior Greneral; “then:- called
6 PlIOl,”.Of all the Monasterles of: the Con-
gregamon He was also ,»nommated Vicar
General of South Mal ‘

: _ £ Pk the AlChblShOp Vlcar Apostohc Fr Leo-

Ver(yPoRr%;aI:Z),CX%il;cof:’l’l,seus pold then resigned his office; in his stead
Fr. Philip was again made Delegate of the Archbishop Vicar Apos-
tolic, who nominally held the place of Vicar Provincial. Owing
to the difference of opinion among the Fathers, the modifications
of the Constitutions introduced by this Chapter and published by
Fr. Philip, were not put into execution. The modifications, includir_lg

65

www.TheCMSIndia.org

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

mar @g WWWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

the change of the title of the Congregation, were calculated to sub-
| jugate the Congregation entirely to the Archbishop Vicar Apostolic
of Verapoly. Later on, the office of “Delegate” was abolished
and the Archbishop Vicar Apostolic himself began directly to

govern the Congregation.
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CHAPTER VIII
1873—1887

The Mellosian Schism—Petitions for an Indian Bishop—
Bishop Leo Meurin, S. ]J.—Megr. Marcelline, Coadjutor
Bishop—The Monasteries of Thevara and Chethipusha—The

Constitutions are approved “ experimenti gratia”—Megr. Agliardi,
Delegate Apostolic—The separation of the Syrians from the
Latins.

1. The quiet respite the Congregation enjoyed after the
departure of Rocos, was all on a sudden disturbed by the appear-
ance on the scene of another schismatie Bishop, Mar Elias Mellos,
who came to Malabar in 1874. He was sent by the Chaldean
Patriarch, at the request of some Syrian priests, mostly of the
Padroado jurisdiction. He fixed his headquarters at Trichur and
was joined by Fr. Antony Thondanat, the same that had long
before returned to Malabar, consecrated, they say, Bishop, by the
Nestorian Patriarch. In 1875, he got down another Chaldean
Bishop, Mar Jacob, whom he set over the Schismatic churches of

South Malabar.

2. The schismatics who were aware of the weakness of their
cause, tried to convince the people that Mellos was sent by the
Holy Father, Pope Pius IX; upon which Fr. Mathew Gregory
(Kodupadam), a member of the Congregation, then Viecar of Ollur
Parish Church, near Trichur, directly inguired of the Holy See to
ascertain the truth; His Holiness, Pope Pius IX replied that Bishop
Mellos was- an intruder, illegally sent to Malabar against the
express orders of the Holy See. Mellos was excommunicated and
Mgr. Leonard gave a special commission to Fr. Cyriac Eliseus
(Porukara) to fight against the Schism of which Trichur was the
centre. The Fathers of the Congregation, foremost among them,
Fr. Mathew of St. Mary (Kappil), Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph
(K attakayam), and Fr. Jacob of St. John of the Cross (Palakunnql)
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fought against the growing Schism. They were supported by some
S e =k Lo S of the leading
iote fhenl Le o farmilion . oF: | 'the
- place and especial-
1y by Fr. Emmanu-
el Nidiry. - The
Mellosian ¢ party
eventually Tlost
footing; . and the
labours of the
Fathers were again
erowned: with ‘suc-
eess, to the greater
~glory -of Mother
% - Church, -

Bie The- Fathers
k. were! not stow  to
: 'undarst‘n\d the
: ,'?‘,p:ay(zhofogy 91 the
Malab*u bvxmm
t Their longmg for
“ta>Bishop' of stheir
- own - Rite 1o’ rule
ﬂu,m, 288 - I‘le;eto—
io;e and at ‘any
‘cost, was a't :the
: R RS S - w_»}oot of all “the

; Fr. Jacob of St ]ohn of_the »Cross'(Pa1akunnc]) IBEC Schl.sms that agam

and again played Jhavoc in the ‘Church: of Malabal The  Fathers
therefore in due. erm submitted -a petltlon 1o’ the HOly See in
order to safeguard their - Mother Church - from. any further —attack
'of Schism, begging .that.the Syrians might be separated from
the Verapoly jurisdiction and placed under a Bishop of their own
" Rite. ~The Secular Clergy joined hands in the enteprise with the
leading Fathers of the Congregation. They requested some of the

Vicars Apostolic’ of India to plead - their ‘cause before the Holy
68
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See. Mgr..Leo Meurin, S. J., Vlcar Apostohc of Bombay, in a parti-

cular man-
ner, sympa-
thised with
Malabar;
v he made
vtheir cause

from the

Congrega-

tion. ~ One

: of these

" Mar Aloysius Pareparampil, the first indigenous ; REVER. - Wag
Vicar Apostolic of Ernakulam . the late Mar

Aloysius Pareparampil who, in 1896, was eventually nommated by
Leo XIIL, one of the first three indigenous Vicars Apostolic to
govern the Syrians, Moreover, the admission of fresh members into
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the Congregation was discouraged. In 1875, Fr. Leopold, 0. C. D,
and his brother, Fr. Gerard, O.C.D., left Malabar for good. The
Fathers keenly felt the separation from them, especially at that
critical juncture. Both of them had evinced considerable sym-
pathetic interest in the Congregation and the Congregation loved
them as they deselved ‘ |
: 5 Matters had already reached a thxeatemng attitude when
: Mg1 Leo Meurin S. J.; of Bombay
 was appomted Visitor . Apostolic
of Malabar. In 1876, he reached
Mannanam ; Fr. Emmanuel Nidiry
acted as- his Secretary. Manna-
nam was fixed as the meeting place
“for the Syrian Priests and the lead-
ing laymen; there they - could
- unveil their hearts to the Visitor
© Apostolic. - The leading *Fathers
of the Conglegatlon as well; were
»'present General meetings and
;»prrlvate auo:lences were held. The
© Visitor Apostohc after studying
well all sides of the question, pro-
mised he would do everything for
the Syrians. He declared that the

s Mgr. Leo Meurin, S.J.,
isitor Apostolic of Malabar. behaviour of the Fathers of the

Congregation, in this respect, was not to be blamed and called the

seven Fathers who were expelled, “The Seven Dolours of the
Congregation,” predicting at the same time that they would be
turned into “Seven Joys.” Those seven were permitted to re-enter
the Congregatlon if they wished to.

. 6. Mgr. Meurin visited several churches and the Monasteries
of Coonamavu, Ampalacat and Elthuruth. For a long time he
made Elthuruth his residence, exerting all his energies to crush the
Schism of Mellos who had his headquarters at Trichur, and to
recall the schismatics to the bosom of. the Catholic Church. During.
his stay there, Mar Jacob, auxiliary to Mellos, was reunited with
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the Church; Fr. Emmanuel Nidiry = was the chief instrument in
his conversion. He was lodged at Elthuruth; after a few months,

Elthuruth Monastery and the ad] _'

he accompamed Mgr. Meurin to Bomba.y 3
his native country.

1ence he embarked to

7. When Mgr. Meurin'’s report reached the Holy See, ~another
Commissary Apostolic, Mgr. Ignatius Persico, 0. M. Cap., was sent
to Malabar; after visiting the Seminary of Puﬁ&enpa]ly and the I
Monastery of Coonamavu he had a private conference with Mgr.
Meurin at Elthuruth; then after interviewing several persons and
visiting some places in India he returned to Rome.

8. Mgr. Meurin’s visit had its immediate result. Fr. Marcelline,
0. C. D., was appointed Coadjutor Bishop to Mgr. Leonard to govern
the Syrians. He was consecrated in October 1877. A few days
before his consecration, Mgr. Meurin, ‘expleto ofﬁbiq,"”returned to
Bombay after having won the grateful hearts of the Syrians. From
his letters to Fr. Aloysius Pareparampil and others, it is clear that

n
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at Mannanam by the Syrian

in compliance with a “request made
priests and some laymen, ‘he- had- wcommended 2 JesmtBls]gop

assisted by a Syrian Bishop ym M Iabal,wto ,gavez,n)the Synans

9. 'The relations the

Weaker, departed for Mesopota;mﬁa' ‘f'n 1882 .entrﬁ;tmg “the
the forty churches that acknow ngd h’.'ﬂ',,_ Bishap () ‘Tlm aal)at
and to the Coreplscopus Au "af-.-,_ “A ~the

stine  of Mesy@ﬁar
churches, except that of Trwhun -gradually " came over” to the
Catholic Communion. - The Protestant Nestorians of Trichur are
the res1due of the once turbulent Schism of Mellos.

11. In spite of mlsrepresentatlons regarding the Fathers effortq

to have a Syrian Bishop rule over the Syrians, the Holy See all

~ along had in mind the interests of the Congregation. In his letter
~ to Mgr. Meurin, dated 27th August 1877, Cardinal Franchi,” Prefect
~of the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of Faith, after
speaking 'of the separation of the Syrians from the Latins, says:
“Qua in re peculiaris sollicitudo geritur Te’rtiariorum Syro-Malabar-
ensium quorum 1nst1tuturn S Congregatlom semper -cordi-fuit- et

<9
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12." Mgr. Marcelline, by the new. settlement, became the /!
: % ‘ - Diocesan Superior” of
the. Congregation. Ac-
cording to the instruc-
tions of the Holy See, he
‘convoked a General Chap-
s.ter ‘of -the Conga'egatlon
-in *December. 1877
"'Coonamavu and - hnnself
- presided over, its sessions.
e ; Conﬁtrtutmns were
modified and forwarded
to the Holyﬁee for ap-

; _‘_m the name“og the Ce,n-
gregation sent him his
homage, to which His
‘Holiness replied in words
of praise of the Congrega-
tion, -encouraging all its
~activities. The letter was
a pretty long one and
was signed by the Holy

Mgr. Marcelline, O. C. D. .. : & ¥
o s L Father himself. Fr.Cyriac

Eliseus was addressed in it: © Prior General” of the Congregation.
Here is an extract from the letter:

“« Jamvéro gratum omnino et Nobis erit, Dilecte Fili, in iis
quae - respiciunt bonum vestrum et Syriacae gentis praedicti
Praedecessoris Nostri vestigiis studiose insistere; ac persuasum
Vobis esse volumus Nobis maxime cordi esse in iis procellis et
perturbationibus, in  quibus versamml, tranquilitatem ommnium, et
spirituales utilitates vestras promovere et nihil Nos magis cupere,
guam ut Instltutum vestrum, a quo si rectum cursum teneat, plura

3
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bona -expectanda ~sunt, reflorescat, et firmatis optimis disciplinae

regulis, ac debita obedientia legitimae auctoritati fideliter servata,

propositum sibi finem, incrementum religionis et salutem animarum
feliciter assequatur.”

« It will be extremely pleasing to Us, Beloved Son, to follow

carefully in the footsteps of Our above mentioned Predecessor

in those things which concern the good of your Congregation

and that .of the Syrian people;. We wish - that you be convinced

that We "have greatly at heart, to promote the peace of all and the"

.,splrltua,l advantages of - your Insmtute, in the ‘midst of the storms

A Al drsturbances in Whlch you are . mvolved,_ and We do desire

= nothmg ‘meore than “that > your C‘ongregatlon, 5 from whwh much

. 'good maght“ be . expected if it keeps to. the proper _course, might :

ﬂOlll‘lSh and 'bemg stlengthened' by-ve,'-: good d1ecrp11nary 1u1es,_,

; 'falthfully due ok d.’1e,c 'to legrtlmate authontles,

ng; ht_happﬂ}__attam the end it has in iew, namely, the increase

fervour and the sal a_fmon of

heva,ra &nd Chethl-
'S »acob":of__St Mary

.. The fo];epel wasf 3
ccmpleted and bles- =
d in 1879 It Was"j;' %
:deﬁmtely ceded
%10 the* Congrega-
tion in 1890, on
behalf of a Mo-
nastery to be open-
ed there. We shall
“have to speak of it

in another chapter.

15. Mgr. Ber-
Catechumenate, Chethipusha. nardine had al-
ready sanctloned ‘the erection of a Monastery near Changanacherry.
“
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Tn 1882 the people of Changanacherry approached Mgr. Marcelline
through Fr., Cherian Chakkala, a Secular priest, and expressed their -
desire to have a Monastery at Chethipusha near Changanacherry
to which the Vicar Apostolic consented., The foundation of the
Monastery of the Sacred Heart which is now the Scholasticate of the
Congregation, was laid on February 20, 1883, Fr: Alphonse of
3 , 3 :

buted £0. much towards the earl- 0 a8 e
founder. To the Monastery are att‘ached a Cateohumenate

Elementary Malayalam School

16. In 1881 the Congregaticn celebrated) the Golden Jubilee of
i{s foundation. Mgr. Marcelline convoked the = Superiors . of

9
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Monasteries to Mannanam, where under his, direction the celebra-
tions took place; a vast number of clergy.and laity from.every part
of Ma]abar attended the.solemn festivities.. -

17 The mod1ﬁed Constltutlons that had been submitted to
Rome, were, on January. 1, 1885, approved for six. years, ‘ experi-
menti gratia”. By virtue of the new Constitutions, the power of
electing Superiors of Monasteries was vested -in the General Chapter
of the. Congregatlon Superlorsx of Monasterles con91st1ng -of six

. Mgr. A. Agliardi, the: ( 5
Apostohc of the - ic Sk
> - 3 10 : Aghardl

granted full.. freedom to the Gongregatlon to make the necessary
additions and alterations to the Lonstitutions and. to. submit. them-
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CHAPTER VIIL 18731887
for ‘approbation after the lapse of six years dating’ from January 1,
1885. “Mgr. Marcelline, who according to the new settlement was
head of the Congregation, that same year, nominated Fr. Cyriac
‘Eliseus (Porukara), his delegate over! the Congregation; but the
‘holy man, owing to old age and in order to be free to prepare
for a happy death, dechned the high office. :

20. Durmg the same year, at the order of the Sacred Congrega-
‘tion for the Pro-
pagation of
Faith, four Syri-
an students were
“~gsent to the Urb-
an: -College,
Rome, for pursu-
ing their ecele-
siastical studies.
Two of them,
Sebastlan Pull-

-_».der»Ka:ttanayam
after completing
his. s‘eudaes Te-
eniered the-Con-
gregation and
took the name

: Very -Rev. Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph (Junior). - = of Alexander of
St. Joseph (Junior). He was twice elected Prior General.
T
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91. The year 1886 witnessed the establishment of the Latin
Hierarchy in India by which Verapoly became an Archdiocese with
Quilon as its suffragan See.

22. The following year, May 1887, His Holiness Pope Leo XIII
of immortal memory, completely separated the Syrians from the
Verapoly jurisdiction, and placed them: under two Vicars Apostolic
of the Latin Rite, who were to associate with- themselves two
Pontifically privileged Vicars General from among the Syrians. The
Priors of the Monasteries of Mannanam and Elthuruth were
commissioned by the Delegate Apostolic to communicate the news
officially to all the Syrian churches of Malabar.

78
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CHAPTER IX" "
1887—1890

The Delegate Apostolic becomes the Prior General of
the Congregation.—Modiﬁca—tions in the Constitutions—The
Monasteries of Coonamavu, Pavaratty, Panapally, and Thevara—

The Good Shepherd Church—Death of Fr. Cyriac Eliseus
(Porukara).

1. We have spoken above of the separation of the Syrians from
the Verapoly jurisdiction. Mgr.
A. Medlycott and Mgr. C. Lavigne
S. J. were the two Bishops who were
_appointed Vicars Apostolic for the
Syrians; Trichur and Kottayam were
| - tvl;i.ei'vr-‘ respective residenices. Mgr.
| Medlycott took charge in December
1887 and Mgr. Lavigne in May 1888.
To prepare for the reception of the
two Prelates, two grand public
meetings of Priests and laymen were
held, one at Elthuruth Monastery
and the other at Mannanam Monast-

| _ ery. Mgr. Lavigne fixed his tem-
Mgl G Lav;gortl“ek%ttjé’y:{rlfar Sk porary residence at Mannanam. One
of his Consultors was Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph (Senior).

9. That the territorial ecclesiastical division of the Syrians
might not divide the Congregation into Diocesan Institutes, the
Holy See, by a special decree, dated December 15, 1887, appointed
the Delegate Apostolic for the time being, Prior General of jche
Congregation, Thus Mgr. Marcelline, who from the beginning
cherished a tender love for the Congregation and who did so much
for its growth, progress and stability, severed, from that year, all
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connection with the Congregation. The - Fathers were very keenly
affected by the separation.

3. According to the new arrangement, in matters pertaining
to the administration of the Sacraments, care of souls and the like,
the members of the Congregation were to depend upon the Vicars
Apdstolic: for all the rest-upon the Prior Genéral alone. Here is

- the decree of ‘the Sacred Congregation for the Propagation of Faith
concerning this settlement :—

DECRETUM
S. Congregationis de Propaganda Flde

Pro Negotiis Ritus Orientalis.

B I I IO

Per Decretum - datum die 1 Januarii anni 1885 Sacra haec
Congregatio, probante SSmo D. N. Leone Papa XIII, Regulam et
Constitutiones Tertii Ordinis B. Mariae Vlrglms de Monte Calmelo
apud Syro-Malabarenses instituti auctoritate ‘sua ad ° sexenmum
experimenti gratia confirmavit. Iam vero ab hu1usmod1 Regu]a et
Constitutionibus Vicarius apostolicus pro tempore, in cujus Vicariatu
praedicti Tertii Ordinis domus ex1stun¥a -Prior- Generalls eu&iem
Ordinis cum plena iurisdictione dirca splrltuaha et temporaha
constituitur, Cum autem per Apostolicas theras in forma” Brevis,
quarum initium Quod iampridem datas d1e 20 MEH prox1me elapsi,
Ssmus  Dominus Noster, peracta rltuah separatxdne Gatholioorum
Syro-Malabarensium a Latinis, duos pro illis = érexerit ‘Vicariatus
Apostolicos ab invicem territorialiter divisos: cunique Sacrae huius
Congregationis mens sit ut praefatus Terfius Ordo unus atque
indivisus remaneat; hinc Prioris Generalis eiusdem designationi
aliter consulere mnecessarium visum est. Quapropter eadem S.
Congregatio, probante Ssmo Domino Nostro, mandat et statuit, ut,

- firmis manentibus juris:dispositionibus, quarum vi quaeque religiosa
domus in casibus nominatim expressis, et praesertim 1in iis quae
pertinent ad animarum curam et Sacramentorum administrationem
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-CHAPTER IX. - 188/—1806
subest Ordinario loc¢i, omnia et singula quae in praedictis Regula
et Constitutionibus de Vicario Apostolico dicuntur; quaeque
monasticum- regimen, disciplinam et administrationem respiciunt, a
die praesentis decreti, et quoad usque ab Apostolica Sede aliter
decernatur, dicta intelligantur de R. P. D. Delegato Apostolico pro
tempore Indiarum Orientalium, cui integrum erit, prout opportunum
censuerit ecclesiasticam personam sibi benevisam deputare, quae in

huiusmodi obeundo munere eiusdem vices gerat. Contrariis non
obstantibus quibuscumque.

Datum Romae ex Aedibus eiusdem S. Congregationis die X
Decembris anni MDCCCLXXXVII.

JOANNES CARD. SIMEONI PRAEFECTTS.
Lt e ;
S. CRETONI SECRETARIUS.

4. Thus Mgr. A. Ajuti, successor of Mgr. Agliardi as Delegate
: Apostolic, became, in 1887, Prior Gene-
‘ral of the Congregation. He nomina-
ted Fr. Joseph of St. John of the
Cross (Thayil), a member of the Con-
gregation, his delegate. This kind of
exemption from the “Jurisdiction of
local Ordinaries has given the Con-

gregation a status higher than that of
Congregations “Juris Pontificii” of
‘the Latin Rite. In this connection it
is worthy of mention that important
matters pertaining to the whole Syro-

= Malabar Church are referred by the
Mer A, Alit, Delegte Apostolic of 15 o6 to the Prior General of the

Jeetic Congreandr. Congregation as well.

5. We have seen how the Monastery of Coonamavu was
handed over to the Congregation in 1857, by Mgr. Bernardine. - But
when the Syrians were removed from the Verapoly jurisdiction,
Mgr. Leonard put forward his claims on Coonamavu. Thé case was
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

pending for many months before the Roman Curia. In the mean-
time the new Seminary building at Puthenpally ‘was -offered in
lieu of the Monastery ; but the Fathers refused to aceept it as an

The Seminary of P-ufhenpa]ly.

exchange for the Monastery which was combinedly the Novitiate and
Scholasticate of the Congregation, where they had lived and

worked so many years and for the progress of which they had
contrlbuted then' very best men and means.

6. The Delegate Apostolic Mgr Ajuti, in 1889 canomcally
visited all the Monasteries of the Congregation. At Elthm uth he
had a conference with the Superiors of Monasteries, Whpm he con-
voked also to an -extraordinary General Chapter at Mannanam to
dis¢uss chiefly the modifications to be introduced into the
Constitutions.  Four of the Fathers were commissioned to re-write

8%
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£ 2 CHAPTER IX. 1887~I890 -

the: Constitutions with. the necessary . changes. The Coonamavu
question was treated both at Elthuruth and Mannanam.

7. The final decision of Rome regarding the Coonamavu
question was in favour of Mgr. Leonard, whereby the Congregation
10st both Coonamavu and Puthenpa,Hy Thls deeision ev1dent1y

‘ “entailed an’
immense sa~
crifice on
L the Fathers-
Mer, AJut1,

:» ‘ho was en-

"nortance to the. : ;
from Coonamavu were transferred to Ampalacat thus St. Te‘iesas
Monastery there became the Novitiate house of the Congregation.
The Coonamavu Nunnery hdwever,‘ though there were among its
inmates a few of the Latin Rite, -was adJudged to pertam to the
Vicar Apostolic of Trichur. -

8. In May of the same year, when the ordinary General
Chapter was held at Mannanam, the Délegate Apostolic deputed
Mgr. Lavigne, S.J., Vicar Apostolic of Kottayam to preside over
its sessions as his representative. After this Chapter, Fr. Joseph of
St. John of the Oross was nommated Delegate over the whole
Cong1egatlon. '

9. .In August 1890 Fr, Joseph of St John of the Cross
convoked an extraordmary General . Chapter at Ampalacat to-
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

discuss about the modifications made in  the Constitutions by the
above mentioned commission of four Fathers. After the discussions,
the Constitutions were sent to the Delegate Apostolic to be
forwarded to the Holy See for approbation. The General Chapter
made no provision for a Prior General and Consultors (Definitors).
They only requested the Holy See to add to the Constitutions
what seemed best regarding these two Offices.

10. In October, 1890, Mg1 Ajuti again visited the Monasteries
of the Con-
gregation.
During this
visit he gave
permission to
the - Fathers
to say Mass
in-a bunga-
low that was
close to “the
~ old Monaste-
ry of Coona-
mavu, ceded
to the Arch-
! bishop of
g V era p ol Y.

In 1902 1t,
Monaxtgly,, and .m 1931

f »"a &% Pr1®1 ate

3 Mg1 AJuh, ‘the gleat benefactm of the Cong1egat10n,
to Rome in 1891 and  was there dppomted Secretmy to
the Samed Cong1egat1on of the Propagatlon of Faith. Mgr. Zaleski,
his . successor, was nominated —a year later, i. e., in 1892-'
~ Durving the ¢inter regnum, His. Em. Cardinal Simeoni, Prefect of
the .Samed Congregation for the Propagation of Faith, acted as
Prior General of the Congregation with Fr. Joseph of St: John of
the Oross as his Delegate. The General Chapter that- was to be
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held - in 1892 was postponed till the Constitutions were again
approved by the Holy See in 1893 for another six years.- In the
approved Constitutions, a chapter on the Prior General and
.another on the Definitors, were added on by the Holy See Itself.

4
12. We shall now proceed to speak of the Monasteries of Pavaratty,

Panapally, and Thevara, and of the beginnings of the Good
Shepherd Church at Kottayam, the Cathedral Church of the newly
erected Vijayapuram Diocese.

13. Adr George of St.- Maly (Varunny) Prior: 0f: Elthuruth using
the permission obtamed from Mgr A}utl and A -1, Medlycott
through Fr. Joseph of ! St John of the _Cross Deiegate began

' ‘ The Fathers and the Aspirants, St. Thomas Monastery, Pavaratty.

.in 1890 the building of a Monastery at Pavaratty in’the present
‘Diocese of Trichur. This Monastery and the Studegts» 'Housg tlt
‘Mangalore. are the only Institutions of the Congregation in British
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India. - All the other Monasteries are in the British Protected

States of Travancore and Cochln From 1895 regula1 monastic life
: - i - --—wasbegun at

Pa var atty
If _ w01th
mentlonlng
- _,that “Mgr.

i§ Medlycott
“was 80 pleas-
“ed- with' the
‘neéw- institu-
_tion that he
"exm‘e<sed his
' '..f._convlctlon
“that there
would be no
Schism in
_ - those parts
t."Joseph’s High School, Pavaratty. » of Malabar

wlnch lay unde1 the influence of the new Monactely In the list
of benefactors the leading famllles of the place deselve special
mgntlon. The St. Thomas Church at Pavaratty . is- a- marvel of
modera architecture. An Hnglish High School rmd a Catechumen-
ate are conducted by the Fathers thele An Aespuants House is

attached to the Monabtery

14. Fr. Kuncheria Vazathara of Palllpumm ai)d“’ Fr. 'Thbh’lés
Erumachadam of Thuruthy, both Secu]ar P iests, sought admlssmn
into the Congregation in 1880. It was, as ‘we hawe seen, a. very
sad time for the Congregation. Mgr: Leonard, _'G =@ °D., . Viear
Apostolic of Verapoly, instituted for them a new. onglegatlon the
Congregation of St. Philip Neri. At Pa_apall‘g' m “the present
Archdiocese of Ernakulam, Mgr.. Leonard: hlmsel n. 1880 laid the
.foundatlon of the Mother House of the - new. Congregatmn and
gave its habit to the above mentioned Fathers:. ' As ]0110‘ as they
were under Verapoly they received full support from Mgr. Leonard
when the Syrians were placed tinder two Vicars Apostolic, many
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CHAPTER IX. 18871800

of the- postulants left the new Institution, and Fr. Thomas * Eruma-
_* chadam, after
" the death of

. v\whro]e Totise
- at  Panapally
to our Congre-

" The mmates of Palhpuram Monastery

had been a house of ‘the Congregatlon It was transfened in %
Pallipuram, the birth place of Fr. Thomas Palakal, one of the Lo-
Founders of the Congregahon It is now a © Priorate ” Monastery.
15, We . have ° ah'eady spoken of the beglpnlngs of the
' Monastery at Thevara. . With . the
_establishment of the Indian Ldtin
Hierarchy, the Padroado Diocese of
Cochin was re-constructed and thus
Thevara was included within the
boundaries of the Diocese of Cochin.
This gave occasion for a dispute bet-
¥ ween the Syrians and the Padroa-
i dists. Fr. Zacharias of St. Ephrem,
Vicar of Vashakulam Monastery,
assisted by Fr. Joseph Antony and
Fr. Paul Xavier (Kanatt) both mem-
bers of the Congregation, strenuously
-argued that Thevara ought to belong
to the Syrians. Fr. Aloysius Pare-

Fr. Zachanas of 'S Ephrem.’
parampil, then a secular priest, rendered into Latin ‘the documents

8T
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THE CARMELITE-CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

produced by the two last mentioned Fathers, to-be forwarded- to
the Delegate- Apostolic.

16. The decision o

Toly Sée was 1nfavou1of “the Syrxans
In 1890C; the chapel of

was included in ﬂle Syrlan V.ic;a‘l;ié"@e

. Very Rev. Fr. General, Definitors and the inmates of the S. Heart’s Monastery, Thevara.

Apostolic of  Kottayam under Mgr., Lavigne, S.J, who the same
year, handed it over to the Congregation, In 1892, a Branch House of
the Congregation, was opened there under the care of the Prior of
Vashakulam Monastery, and in 1900 it was raiged to a canonically
established House of the Congregation. Thevara, owing to its uni-
que situation, has several times been chosen as the residence of
the Prior General. An English High School, a Printing Press, and
an Industrial School are attached to this:Monastery. - A monthly
periodical “Kudumba Deepam ” (The Family Torch) is published

5
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Verapoly jurisdiction;- the right over the Giood *Shepherd = church
was. contested and finally adjudged to Vera- :

poly in favour.of the Latins at Kottayam;
in compensation, Mgr. Lavigne, S.J., was
offered the favour of sending Thomas
Kurialache TV afterwa_rdé Bishop of
Chan‘gan\ache'lry' 10 Rome for his ecclesi-
astical studles 1n ﬂ]e Ulban C‘ollege‘ ef the

‘Propaganda

" the Nonastely'of M. s 3
app1emat10n of " him j
up in these few ‘words s
worthy successor 'of’ F
worthy brother of Fr. Thoma
the most _popular and devotio
aradhana ”. .The Syriac Oﬁi
History. .in- Tamil are the s f
‘Moreover F,r Cyuac Ehseu
‘Sacred Heart of Jesus in
chiefly . through his_* Nitl ia
Me]los1an Sohlsm, _the

19 F‘r Cyrlac Ellas (Chavara),‘as we have seen above, founded
the first Convent for Slsters at Coonamavu.in the North. It was
his desire that similar Convents be opened also in other important
parts .of Malabar. Fr. _Cyriac Eliseus (Porukara) therefore, esta-
blished the second Convent for Slstels at Mutholy in- the South.

20. But, above all, he was a man of God, and, if saints are
pre-eminently men of prayer, he has his claim to the title. He
spent the greater part of the. da.y~ in communing with God; his
face beamed with a celestial light during his meditation. Every
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one .who. came: in contact with him revered him -and - fondly
cherished -his. memory. Mgr. Meurin, 8!J., Visitor Apostolic, after
his 1'.3&’1"1}"_11’_’@).-dejnbay, kept-a vivid memory "of the =saintly old
man; Hesays in his letters: = “I much venerate that holy man”.

%1z :Tj'l}is;rsai'déht lover of Jesus in the most adorable Sacrament

of - t?-h'e‘:'-A‘lt"a;f.'_intrgdueed in 1867 the Forty Hours’ Adoration in
< o : . Mannanam, where it is
“most solemnly kept up
every yea?r. Other
Monastery churches and
recently some of the
_Parish churches adopted
this solemnity in honour
of the Holy Eucharist,
with innumerable spiri-
tual benefits. R

292.* Fr. Cyriac Eliseus
(Porukara) seems to-have’
‘had a wvery definite “in-
“tuitiont of his approaching
death, for which he made "
" the minutest preparation.
‘He "'said’ Mass, handed
over his ‘Mass accounts to
“the Procurafor, saying it
was his last, and then,
as usual, went through

The Gretto of Our Lady, Mcnastery, M utholy. " his ordinary routiné of
life in the forenoon. Before the « Angelus”” ‘bell went, he had a
slight indisposition, when, calling for the Superi(_)erf the'hguse, ‘he
urgently asked ' for the last Sacraments, which  he received - with
edifying devotion and afterwards, peacefully e_njoying a foretaste
of heaven; passed away from this vale of tears. :
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CHAPTER X
18901 93 1

School work—-—H‘ouse of Studies at Mangalore-—Asplrants
'School-—l\/lgr “Bernard, 0. C. D, Prior General—Indigenous

~ Bishops and 1nd1genous Priors General—The Constitutions are
~ approved “in Perpetuum "—Monasteries of Kurianad, Champa-
~ kulam and ALWaye;——Branch HOLISCS—RC -union Movement
o ;and the CQngregatlon' ' : ‘

In th1s Chaptel, ‘we shall
'quxglgegatlon up. fo the

Medlycott in orde1 to kecp dnect v1g,1]ance
upp: -"'l‘ejSemz'aly dt Elthuruth and re- -
: ; ce e Mg1 Lawgne Sz,
Zao for, the “same reacon “and to introduce umfomnty in the training - -
"of candidates for the Priesthood, suppressed, first the Seminary of
Vashakulam in 1888, and in 1891, that of "Mutholy, whither had
been sent the seminarians. flom Vashakulam and the convert Clergy
from the Mellostan Sclnsm About the yeai 1880 Mgr Mdl celline,
O, gathered all ; ﬁle semmarlans of Puhncunnu at Mannanam
Thus all the Semm 1les~ except that of Mannanam ~ were suppressed
before 1892, ‘Vliayi nam too was- olosed in 1894 ;- from that time
almost all the Sy_a,n (,cmdldateb for thc ‘Priesthood have'b'eeu
trained in the Gen?hal = p_éstoho &emmaly at Puthenpally conducted
by the Dlscalced Carmeh seof ~the Fnst Ordel

3. The: rellef from the d;lreutrcm of Semm'xrles opened the way
to vigorous educatlonal wor k on th 5 part of the Congregation. The
Fathers attached much importan B ghbh education which they

~understood to be abso]utel" ‘ : "'hft of Malabar,
English educatlen had not tgee ) :';m;u _ nalued among the Catholics of
Malabar before: the visit- of Mgr Memm 8.J. It was Fr. Cyriac
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CHAPTER X. 1890—1931
Eliseus _(Porukgra) who started the first English School for Syrians at

“‘7 5 . ; Y e P8 - (._EA

Manager, Staff and Stpdents of St. Ephrem’s High ’School,_M’gnnanam, 1030. i
: 4 Mannanam.
bt Gerard
_of St. Joseph
was the pio-
8 neer educa-
tionist under
L Br. - Oyriag
- Eliseus
| (Porukara).
| The modest
school open-
ed at Manna-
nam, in 1885,
gradually
‘rose in the
former Semi-

Manager and Staff, English Middle School, Elthuruth, 1930,
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nary building to the status of a ngh School under the patxcnage

of St. Eph-
rem. - His
Grace . ithe
Most Rewv.
Mar Augus-
tine Kanda-
thil, the first |
Archbishop
of * Ernaku:
lam, and His
Lordship the
Ret +7= Rrew; !
Mar Thomias
Kurialacherry,

other Mon-
asteries fol-
Jowed the
§ - lead of the
‘Mothe'r
- House. The
Congrega-
_tion  now
possesses

: four Eng-
lish High
S:ch eols,

. ernacular Schools, - 'four Eng-

= i = Hearts Monastcry, Thcvara. A lish Middle
Schools, and four Vernacular Schools. In order to conduct the
school work more efﬁcmntly the Congregation decided to send up
its own membels for higher secular studies, and so, among the
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CHAPTER X.- 1890—1931"

teaching staff there are also many Fathers of the Congregation
who have:
taken U n i=
versily - deg-
B rces, hie
® [Tathers spare
B 1o pains in
insti:lling
the Catholie
_spirit in - the
hearits  odf
th.eir. ~stu=
dents. Besides
regular Cate-
chism classes
' : : : conducted; by
Bcarding' House|attached to the English Middle School, Elthuruth, 1930. the Fathers,
the Sodality b £ TR S oo e
of the BIL
Viir giin
Mary is
duly esta-
blished in
all English.
Schools,
These Sch-
ools, more-
over, have
boarding
houses at-
tached ‘to
them for the

up-bringing por & ,
of Cfthf— Boarding House attached to the St. Ephrem’s High School, Mannanam.

rlw

lic boys under the special care of thé Fathers. It may be remarked
here that the High Schools and Boarding Houses have been a real
nursery of Priests, both Religious and Secular, and of eminent

%
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CHAPTER X. 1890—1931

Catholic leaders. His Ex., Mgr,, L. M. Zaleski, who visited these
Institutions more than once, in his capamty of Delegate Apostolic,

AT g B 3 N TR y v

]avishe‘d hf gh encomlums on the Congre-

the progress,of the Congregatlon. Seemg :
that it would be beneficial to Malabar, he [
recommended -the opening - R T House of
Studles at Mangalore, where the stu _ent,.
of the Congregatlon could attend leotures
in the Seminary, conducted by the Father
of the Society of Jesus. This was in 1890.
This happy connection with the  illus- 3
trious: sons of St. Ignatius has been the M. P. Perini. 5. ). who as Bishop of

Manga]ore laid the foundation of the present
House of Studies at Mangalore and blessed- it.

AT
13
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source ‘of untold” benefits to ‘the Congregation. Owing  to the

Fathers and Scholastics, House of Studies, Mangalore, 193T,

increase of clerical ’illelnbel’s in the Congregation, two Juniorate
Houses and a Scholasticate for ecclesiastical studies were formally
opened in the Monasteries of Mutholy, Coonamavu and Chethi-
pusha, which now represent the Seminary activities of the Congre-
gation. '

6. In order to secure and foster vocations to the
Congregation, there are mnow three Institutiops, one at
Mannanam, another at Pavaratty and the third at Alwaye,
~where children dspiring to religious life are trained and educated.
The “ Aspirants’ Schools,” as they ‘are called, were started
after ‘the model of  “Scholae  Apostolicae,” very common
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CHAPTER..X: ~ 1890—1931

in: Europe, and conducted by Religious Orders and Congregations,
The Aspirants’~

“Sehool was - ﬁrst
*opened at $he new
Monastei'y bu1]d-
; : ing at Coonamavu,
1892 It was
Mgr Lav1gne

"“Who s-uggested the

Prefectj

, Car = Slmeon 1,

7 Thowas i 189" that the so’lemn consec;,eﬁi“_ ;
tery church of Mannanam was conducted by the Vlcar Apostohc
of Kottayam and the Bishop of Quilon in the presence of innumer-
able Priests and a vast concourse of the fa1thfu]

8. We have seen that in 1893 the Const1tut10ns were for the
second time approved by the Holy See for six years. In the new
Constitutions there was provision for a Prior General ™ to be e]ected
from among the members of the Congregation, and for a © Defini-
torium ” consisting of four Consultors, to assist him. The Consti-
tutions also insisted on the adoption of the formal Carmelite habit of
brown wool instead of the white cotton one then in use; the blue
mantle was retained in honour of the Immaculate Conception, and in
memory of the old title, “ Servants of the Immaculate Mother of
Mount Carmel.”  In compliance with a petition sent up to the
Holy See in 1891, by a special decree of the Sacred. Congregemon
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for the Propagation of Faith, Fr. Bernard, 0.¢.D., (a European

Missionary) was nominated Prior General of the Congregation
“ad tempus,” the Gonstltutlons remammg intact in all points.

297 In 1896 Fr Bernard O C D ‘was consecrated CoadJutm to
' Mgr. Leonard Atchbishop  of

Verapoly Finding the charge too
~heavy for hlm, he a,ppomted the
first ‘Definitor - General to be his
Dele%ate in matters pertammg to
the ‘Conglegatlon Thus . Fr.
G‘reorggé of St. John the Baptist
(Palappuram) and Fr. Frederick
“of < the 8. Heart (Punchakunnel)
became Delegates, in 1896 and
1897 respectlvely :

10. In October 1896, the Syri-
_ans, in ~ compliance with their
repeated petitions; were given
three Vicars Apostolic of their
own Rite, and Nationality ; they
: were set over the three Vicari-
Megr. Bernard, O. . D., Archbishop of Vera- ates of Trichur,” Ernakulam and
po}y and Prior General of the Congregation. Ohanganacherry.

11. Mgr.” Leonard, 0. 0. D., Archbishop of Verapoly, died in
August 1897, and was succeeded by Mgr. Bernard. Thus from 1897,
the Archbishop of Verapoly had been also Prior General of the
Congregation which was spread throughout the three Syrian
Vicariates Apostolic’ of Trichur, Ernakulam and Changanacherry
and the Diocese of Mangalore.

- 12. Fr. Frederick of the S. Heart, Delegate of Mgr. Bernard,
after visiting all. the Monasteries, convoked at Mannanam an
extraordinary General Chapter of the Congregation, in 1897. The
Constitutions were revised and forwarded to the Holy See for
approbation, In the following- year, the Holy See approved, not

100

www.TheCMSIndia.org ¢

MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

maré%am WWwWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

DHABRMARAM COLLEGE LIBRARY
BANGALORE-29.
CHAPTER X.- 1890—193t

the modified Constitutions but the former ones with two op

three modi-
fications of
- minor im-
portance
suggested by

R Bp;'a
& ‘nard. The
approbatlon

~was  for
another six

The extraordinary General Chapter of 1897, convoked ‘te revise the
tutlons, when the Very Rev. Fr. Frederick was te.

ginning associated with the two Founde
F1 Thomas Pomkala having attamed

the Conrrlegatlon HIS Holiness, Pope Léo -.XII]i,'h_
special blessing before his death.

14. Fr. Frederick's term of office having expired, Mgr, Bernard
nominated Fr. Joseph of St. John of the Cross (Tha'y:i’l), as his
Delegate, which-office he held till his death in February 1902. His e
successor, Fr. George of St. Mary (chunny) died before taking
charge of his office. Fr. George’s place was filled by Fr. George of

St. John the Baptist (Parappuram).

15. In 1902, Mgr. Bernard, who did much for the spiritual
welfare of the Congregation by his tactful government, with the |
sanction of the Holy See, resigned his office. In his petition to
Rome, he bore witness that the Congregation was eminently
qualified to choose its Prior General from among its own worthy
members, Rome did not hesitate to put into execution the provision
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MAILABAR

for self-govemment which had ‘been ah‘eady granted by the Consti-
~ tutions. Accordingly Fr.

“Alexander of St. Joseph
. (Senior), one of the First
‘Eleven Fathers who made
their profession in 1853,
. was elected Prior General,
“at- the General Chapter
“ held at Mannanam at the
close of the year 1902. Fr.
Alexander of St. Joseph, as
we have seen above, was
‘co famous a preacher as to
be- s called the ~ * Second
X:av_ler "‘of Malabar. The
“-Holy. - Seée  honoured him
’f'WItvh ’ehe title **Missionary
'Apostohc- “and the Croce
“di Benemerenza.? :

16.. In 1905, the Congre-
gation celebrated at Man-
nanam the Fiftieth Anni-
versary of the Profession

The Very Rev. Er. Alexander of St. Joseph, the
first indigenous Prior General of tl gati
he Congregation. - of the First Eleven Fathers,

which had tdken p]ace in 1855.: Special favour‘s were granted - by
the Holy See onthat occasion. His Holiness, Pope Plus X sent the
followmg autograph letter to the (onglega’mon : ;

2 7 r'
Dllectls ﬁlus fausta quaeque et salutarla a Dommo adprecantos,
Apostolicam . benedictionem peramanter 11npert1mus

17. To cornmemordte this Golden Jubllee an artlstlc Chapel in
Gothic style, dedicated to the Immaculate Vlrgm Mary, Was bullt
in front of the Monastery church at Mﬂnnanam e

18. The same year Fr. Alexande
was then Prior of the Mannaﬂam' ¢
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"CHAPTER X. 1800—1931 .

The General Chapter of 1905 in wh.ch
« was elected Pr

e

I On March 12, 1906, they were
| dpproved “in perpetuum.

.19, . The: eplthet ¢ Imma-
culate.-  together with: the
firsy title of the Congregation,
-«“Servants of the' Immaculate
Mother of  Mount = Carmel ”
had fallen into disuse by the
affiliation of the Congregation
: %«‘é to the First Order of Discalced
: ”Carmehtes. Mgr Ajuti favo-
ured the wish of the Fathers
to revive 1t._ Thus the title of
the Congregatlon « Sodalitas
Fratrum - Excalceatorum
Tertii Ordinis B. V. M. Im-
maculatae de Monte Carmelo

Golden Jubilee Memorial of the profession of the . = < %
First Eleven Fathers of the Congregation, 1905. in Malabaria existens Was
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

added in the Constitutions approved by the Holy See in~1893, and
finally conﬁrmed in 1906

years, Fr. Alexander :
General in 1905. In

tory’ fo aflother three ,yeals leavmg to
them the electlon of Local Superiors.

21. In 1916, the Holy See sanctioned the modifications introduced
into the Constitutions, at the suggestion of His Ex. Mgr. Zaleski,
- by the General Chapter of 1914: chief among the modifications
were the introduction of the White Mantle and the permission to
wear a brown cotton hablt with some changes in the common
diet to suit the climate.
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CHAPTER X. 1800—1093i -

22.: The Monasteries of Kurianad and Champakulam in the
' present. Diocese of

Changanacherry
and that of Al-
waye in the pre-
sent Archdiocese of
Ernakulam, were
opened in 1922,
1925 and 1928 res-
. pectively. - A dona-
. tion of the Matta- .
- thil family is th‘(““:
begmnmg of the

,Mona,stery at

Kurlanad whlle
tx;h@‘ bounty of Mr, andéfMlx. i

v
#) ok e

REH N

2 ! : Iﬂmateﬁ of =S Anns Monastery, Kurianad.
ke one- at; Champakulam depends '
‘Sebas txa n.

M appilat
cherry"" and

Catechume-
nate and
Champaku-
lam an Eng-
lish Middle
School. Al- o
waye 1is Fathers and boarders, Monastery, Champakulam.

very famous for its healthy waters; people from every part of
Malabar resort to it during the summer season. To the Monastery
at Alwaye is attached an Aspirants’ House.

23. In'1923, the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy. was established with
Ernakulam as the Metropolitan See. The Suffragan Sees are Trichur,
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

Changanacherry and Kottayam, which last Diocese was established
in 1911 for the section of Malabar Syrians called Suddists. In the

— S — — e address pre-
! e = S e ~ 4] sented to
' ; ar + Mar Augus-
tine Kanda-
_thil, the first
fj'TA';"c_hbishop
of - Ernaku-
lam; a former
)27 pupll of the
- Mannanam
School, on
---the ocecasion
~ of the execu-
tion of : the
Bull of H. H.
: u---_Pope Pius X[

estabhshmg the Hiera; i 4
exultingly : ¢ It is mamfest and. ki
Congregation of Carmehte TFriars s ]
cause of ‘Bishops  of Our ‘Nation.” Seven of s were glonous
Martyrs; one of them became the first BlShOp (Vlcar Apostolic) of
Ernakulam, the famous champion who fought strenuously for and
blew the triumph blast of our Nation.”

Maila,bar that our

24. Mgr. Ajuti’s successor, Mgr. L. M. Zaleski, who was Prior
Greneral of the Congregation for a short period, and his successors
Mgr. Fumasoni Biondi, Mgr. Peter Pisani, and Mgr. Edward Mooney,
Delegates Apostolic, as well as Mgr. (now Cardinal) A. H. M.
Lepicier, -~ Visitor Apostohc, pa1d ‘their visits to the : important

" Houses and Instltutlons of the Contrregablon At present it depends
_on the § acred Cc gregatlon for Or1ental (;hm cheq

¢ _c'-
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CHAPTER X. '1890—1931

Fathers, as also, from Pope Benedict XV, three days before his
death, through His Em. Cardinal Marini. Our Holy Father Pope
Pius XTI, now gloriously reigning, also, on the occasion of his
Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee celebration, sent his blessings to the

— s i xpesbei s -5 Wl{ole Con-

‘ z - | “gregation. On
that occasion
“the Congre-
gation - pre-
sented . the
. Holy Father
~with “an ad-
~dress and " a
‘very:  fine
Munusculum
“worked#in
ivory and
go:Ld.. The
- Holy Father,
besides  im-
parting : his_
“‘Apostolkic
blessing, also
commended
and encour-

The Casket in which was enclosed the address.
aged the Missionary activities of the Congregation.

26. Besides the fourteen formed Houses and the House of Studies
at Mangalore, the Congregation has Branch Houses at Karukutty,

Erita s T H. G. THE MOST REV. AUGUSTINE KANDATHIL, D.D.,
! s - - ARCHBISHOP OF ERNAKULAM, < . = . -
ke LAt “s.crgd Heart Shring"..- Mt. St. Elias, 'Knrkauny..Angn_mnly.*_—_~30lh July, 1927,

Branch House at Karukutty.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

in the Arehdiocese -of Ernakulam, at Ayroor,: Puthupally and

Branch House, Ayroor.
Branch House, Poonjar.

PoonJal in the Dloceqe of Changanacherry, and at Thalor in the
s Diocese of

Trichur. In
‘these places
the Fathers
devote them-
selves chiefly
to the ' con-
version of
infidels and
‘non-catho-
R At
Puthupally,
Poonjar and

Branch House,‘ Puthupally.
Thalor they conduct elementary vernacular schools in addition.
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CHAPTER X. -1890—1931
« 27. The Catholic Syrians always have had. at heart; the con-
‘_~.VGISIOD of their- separatpd brethren. The Con-

"gregatlon fro”_' ﬂss ..Vely‘ start had alway&é-ﬂ_,";i

wga,tlon in any non' ath'dhc centle the L

':Mgl, Aloysms Benzxgeﬁ

Quilon, an occasmn to.,
Jacobites. The Work

28 MlSSlOl’l work among the Jacobltes is fac111tated now by the
Bethany Movement set on foot by thev (.Ol’lVGl'SlOll‘ of two illustrious

take actlve part in publlc con felences wherem con tx overted doctrmes
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

of the Catholic ‘Church are exposed and vindicafe’d. ‘Some, at the

Mar. Theophiles, Bishop.of Tiruvalla with some of -his priests, making retreat-at Chethipusha.

request of the above mentioned Prelates, occasionally go and help
them in every way their Religious vocation permits them. One of
ther Fathers even 1ivve<'i one whole year with the Bethany Brothers,
who as a body had been converted to the Catholic Church. along
with the two Prelates. As a rule all the convert Priests spend a few
days in the bungalow close .to the Monastery of Chethipusha,
where, under the direct supervision of the Fathers, they make their
Retreat, prepare themselves for Confession and receive training in
matters of Faith and the practical life of a Cathelic Priest. This
kind of retreats and religious  instructions is extended also to lay
converts in the same Monastery. Many of the convert Priests even
go through a short course in Theology at Chethipusha. The Con-
gregation is happy to meet the expenses of all these convert Priests
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CHAPTER X. 1890—1931

duv.ring their stay‘igt the Monast_e_ry bungalow. The Fathers living
in the Branch House at Ayroor, devote themselves entirely to the

29. Preaching Retreats and Missions, hearing:Confessions; ad=
ministering the last Sacraments to the dying, j:éachix}_g in Schools
and managing them, conducting Catechumenates and Industrial
Schools, and carrying on the Apostolate of the Press, are the chief
outlets of the active life of the Congregation. At present the
Congregation numbers 135 Priests, 120 Scholastics, 25 Novices, §3

Lay brothers, and 77 Aspirants.

www.TheCMSIndia.org

CHRISTIAN
MUSICOLOGICAL
SOCIETY OF INDIA



http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

maré% WWwWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Chr

CHAPTER XI

acqaa‘amted with
' Malabar which T

:Chu : M”é‘}abarl‘ be eommemorated By we:ce the
guestions that ’rho‘_ 1 pied tho minds of ‘the G-hl‘ldl‘eﬂ of Garmel
in Malabar, To ihe}r (supreme satlsfactlon and Joyr the Vesry Rev.
Fr. John Berchm "0§:Jesus Mary, Prmr General of the (‘ong;e-
gation, issued the);r eff;e,g ‘.gletter to all the eagelly expec-
tant members of t%'re-_ @n,gregatmn" SO TG R R

2. Father G‘renerals message

“ Father John of Jesus Mary, Prior General of the Third Order
of Discalced Carmelites, to the Revv. Fathers, Scholastics, Novices,
Lay brothers, and Aspirants, of the said Third Order, peace and
salutation in the Lord.
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CHAPTER XL 1931

Revv. Fathers and dear Brothers,

I. On this happy occasion, when the Centenary of the found-

ation of Our
Congregation
is being cele-
brated, intense
| _isthe joy I feel
~in being pri-
“vileged to con-
vey thishappy
1lleséage to
you ~from = a
heart full - of
| love and grati-
tude towards
.God, the Dis-
~ penser of all
gifts, and to
.-exhorﬁ you,
',?e'v'er_yoﬁe, to
¥ c".‘én*. memorate
this great oc-
| casion - with
_due solemnity.

“ This new
- Religious Con-
gregation took
its - rise, on
that  memo-
rable day, the
11th" of May,

Vér); Rev. Fr. John Berchmans of Jesus Mary; Prior General of the
' Congregation. : 1831, When our

Venerable Founders, the Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Palakal and the
Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Porukara, with the permission and in the
presence of their Ordinary, Mgr. M. Stabilini, and with the help
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and co-operation of many of the Clergy and laity, in the name of

St. Joseph, laid the foundation stone of the Mother-House and of
the ‘First ‘church of our Congregation on the now famous mount of

Mannanam.

How: just and reasonable it is, then, that we should adore the
incomprehensible providence of God, who. has ‘deigned to make
choice of this land.of Malabar, known as the cradle of Christianity
in India, to be the seat of an-indigenous Religious Congregation !
Indescribable, indeed, must have been the exultation which these
two holy men and their followers experienced, on that day when,
whole-heartedly adopting as their motto, the acquisition of Religious
Perfection and the extension of God’s kingdom, they abandoned the
world and consecrated themselves to God. :

The history of' the' Church in Malabar: in the past century
pro¢laims to ‘the world at large the internal development and
external growth of the Congregation, its spiritual and social activi-
ties, and the immense good it has rendered to Catholic society
through = the instrumentality of its Seminaries, Catechumenates,
Schools, Printing Presses, and other Institutions. Innumerable are
the souls whom the members of our Congregation have won over
to Christ by their holy lives, Missions, and Retreats. It need not
be described here “how effective and: fruitful were- the wvery first
efforts made by our Congregation for the conversion of the pagans
in our country. Our Fathers have, even at the risk of their lives,
successfully withstood the Schisms, which, with - torrential fury,
tried tosweep away the Syrian Church from the unity of the One
Holy Church.. Our enterprises in the line of- education are in no
less degree appreciated. From all these it is manifest that according
to the dictum of our Divine Redeemer, ““ A city seated on a moun-
tain cannot be hid” (Matth. v. 14),  our Monasteries and other

: Institutions have been brilliant lights, shedding on the country
" round about, the lustre of their wisdom and truth, and fostering a

- Catholic spirit therein.

On this occasion, ‘therefore, we must deeply ponder over the
innumerable benefits and graces, bestowed by God, through our
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* - CHAPTER Xl 1931

beloved Mother, the Congregation, on each one of us, -on- the faith-
ful, and on the- various. other- communities; with hearts full of
gratitude and love, we must render adequate thanks to the infinite
mercy of God.

“II. Wherefore, in the first place, we should all, faithfully
imitate our holy Founders and predecessors, who have handed down
to us the noble heritage of the practice of Religious Perfection, in
order-to attain to the summit of the mount of spiritual life.

And here it may not be out of place to point out one fact in
particular. If the foundation of Religious life is Obzdience, we may
with gratification assert that our  holy Founders grounded our
Congregation oa the holy sacrifice of Obedience. For, when they,
sacrificing all they had, tried might and main to found their
cherished Congregation, the mandate of their Ordinary assigned to
them far different engagements, which widely separated them .from
each other and from the work in which they were -most deeply
interested. - And we must. ever bear in mind that it is owing to
that heroic sacrifice of our holy Founders that our Congregation
struck deep roots and flourished uninterruptedly: Hence let us. also
foster in ourselves, more than ever, the same holy Obedience which
is the basis and root of Religious life, so that our Congregation
may grow more and more and spread even to lands beyond Mala-
bar. We ‘cannot but admit that the tendency of the present age
is to tempt us to prefer the promptingsof self-love to the spirit of
Obedience, to external activities rather than to the practice of
interior life and to worldly attachment® rather than to. union with
God. Wherefore we should all the more strenuously labour to
attain Religious Perfection grounded on holy Obedience, and thus
faithfully carry out our various activities for the salvation of souls

and the propagation of the Faith.

Since it has been decided to solemnize the general festivities
of the Centenary on the 26th of April, 193L,—the feast of the
Patronage of St. Joseph—at our Mother-House, St. Joseph’s Monas-
tery, Mannanam, our Very Revv, Fathers Definitors-General, Very
Revv. Fathers Priors, and Revv. Fathers Vicars, -are requested to
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

assemble there-on that oceasion. It is my .desire that the other
Fathers and members of our Congregation should as far as possible:
congregate and take part in the celebrations. - e

1 On the above mentioned ‘day, in thanksgiving for all the extra-
ordinary graces and benefits which the Almighty has been pleased
to lavish upon our Congregation and upon each one of us during
this past century, there will be celebrated at Mannanam a solemn
High Mass with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, during
which the “Te Deum” will be sung. And it is hereby ordained
that in union with this solemn act of thanksgiving, a solemn High
Mass and a ‘“Te, Deum, shall be sung on the same day in all our

Monasteries. ; AL R A -

i_.A'-f-'silz’Ig)}f\ecwer,«,.’I, am happy. te announce..to you. that our.Holy

g5 e .- Father, Pope Pius' XI, has
» i« odeigned to "send . us: on: this
occasion his blessing in: auto-
graph.

N addition to the Apos-
tolic bléssih'g," the Sacred
Congregation for'the Oriental
: Chureh, in ~“order” to make
¢ “ " this - celebration™ solemn ‘and
' fruitful, by a 'letter No. 812
|- dated the 3rd:January 1931,
~has -granted us the following

. privileges :—

e  (@)- To all. the members
- of our Congregation the Holy
i Father-grants a Plenary In-
dulgence ‘with ‘his ‘Apostolic
: blessing,” in honour of the

The Autograph Blessing of H. H. Pope Pius XI.  Centenary. It is desirable
that all members gain the indulgence on the feast of the Patro-
nage of St. Joseph, - ' :
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' CHAPTER XI. ' 1931

- {b) Imn the Monasteries of Mannanam, Thevara, - Ampalacat, and
Chethipusha, the Centenary shall be uelebmted This celebration -
should be preceded with a Triduum. of  Retreat. The faithful of
both sexes who after having {aken part in the retreat, will visit
any of the above mentioned Monastery .churches, can gain  the
“Toties quoties” indulgence on the day of the celebration or on
any day within its octave.

And T hereby enjoin on the Superiors of the said Monasteries

to keeép up this festivity in due tlme to the greateﬂt advantage of
all the faithful.. :

(¢) 1In this Jubilee year, at the end of every retreat preachied
by our Fathers within the limits of the territories of* the Syro-
Malabar Dioceses, the Prior General is given the faculty of im=
parting, with the ecrucifix, the Apostolic blessing with a plenary
indulgence to all the faithful who will have attended “the greater
part of the exercises of any such retreat; and he is also given the
further privilege of communicating the said faculty to our Fathers
who: preach such retreats. -

In accordance with 'this privileg;
of imparting the said Apostolic blessi
have preached the above mentioned t

N.B.—=1) .- To -gain _the Indulge;x
paragraphs given above . (a4 b, ¢),
cerned, to confess and to receive Holj
the propagation of the Faith and fo

(2)  For the Indulgences mention"
to-a church is-also a necessary condiﬂ_

3) All the Indulgences are a.pphcable‘ t@ the souls in=Pargatory.

Finally, praying our Lord Ged with all my heart that He may
deign to accept our prayers and thanksgivings through: the inter-
cession of His most Blessed ‘Mother and that of St. Joseph, to bless
our Congregation in her future activities and to render each one of
us rich in virtues and merits, I conclude this letter,

S. Heart’'s Monastery, Thevala z (Sd) Fr John' of Jesus Mary,
© HthcAprily 1931, 5% 0.6 D,
Easter Sunday. 5 : v Prio Gen@ral_

w
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

3. - In compliance with Father General;s letter, the 26th 'o.f'
April 1931, the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph (Syro-Cha.ldean

& Sy

/

Inmates of St. Jcseph’s Monastery, Mannanam, 1931.

Calendar), witnessed the principal Centenary' Celebrations of the
Congregation, in St. Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam.

4. Preparations for the Centenary were started at Mannanam
long before. In July 1929 the tombs of ‘the Founders and other
saintly deceased members of the Congregation were covered with
maible slabs bearing short inscriptions. In the same year the
portraits of the Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Porukara, one of the two
Founders, of the Very Rev. Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara); of the Very
Rev. Fr. Cyriac Eliseus (Porukara),-of the Very Rev. Fr. Alexander
of St. Joseph (Senior), with that of Mgr. M. Stabilini in the centre,
decorated the walls of the Recreation Hall- of the Fathers. All
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
3. - In compliance with Father General's  letter, the 26th ‘o_f'
April 1931, the feast of the Patronage of St. Joseph (Syro—Ch_a._ldean

o 4T

Inmates of St. Jcseph’s Monastery, Mannanam, I93I.’

Calendar), witnessed the principal Centenary: Celebrations of the
Congregation, in St. Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam.

4. * Preparations for the Centenary were started at Mannanam
long before. In July 1929 the tombs of “the Founders and other
saintly deceased members of the Congregation were covered with
matble slabs bearing short inscriptions. In the same year the
portraits of the Very Rev. Fr. Thomas Porukara, one of the two
Founders, of the Very Rev. Fr. Cyriac Elias (Chavara): of the Very
Rev. Fr. Cyriac Eliseus (Porukara),-of the Very Rev. Fr. Alexander
of St. Joseph (Senior), with that of Mgr. M. Stabilini in the centre,
decorated the walls of the Recreation Hall- of the Fathers. All
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‘these were effected in view of the. coming Centenary by the Very
Rev. Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph (Junior), the then. Prior of St.
Joseph’s Monastery, Mannanam. To these was added in 1931. the
-portrmt of: the Very Rev. Fr, ‘Thomas Pal' *kal Go-Fouhder of the
Instltufe Wlth Fatbe,r Tflomas 20T ;

rT,ﬁ’is S e:zg’.’;
‘guisife i

,Memoual
: “of rar
3 _L'“mrorlcman_. 5
.sh]p w1th‘ '

- BE. A Centenauy Souvemr Meda ¢ uuk S 1930

(Front) (Bnck) e the Order,
The Centenary Souvenu Medal., (Exact size.) was exe-
cuted in Germany after the design prepared by the Very Rev. Kr.

Hyacinth.

6. As the Centenary Year drew near, the old buildings of
Mannanam began to assume a mnew appearance. Towering up
above those gigantic buildings and antique ftrees that adorn the
summit and the beautiful slopes of the Mannanam hill of repute,
rose gradually the huge Centenary Memorial.

7. This Memorial is'a magnificent, life:size statue of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, in front of the Monastery church, supported 'by an

* These Medals, in alummlrum, can be had from the St Joseph’s Press, Mannanam.
Travancore,
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

artistic Gothic Arch between two sister-arches, also Gothic sup-

porting the beautiful statues of St. Michael and.of the Angel
‘ Guardian. On the

main arch is inscrib-
ed in bold characters
P 4 1831—Centenary
. Memorial—1931."
| The plan was design-
' ed by the Rev. Fr.
Francis -Sales of the
Im. Conception, and
. executed by the Very
rRev,” Br. ‘Prior.: “The
. three statues of ex-
! quisite charm and
: finish were made for
the purpose by Mr.
Francis D'Gama of
Mangalore.

‘ 8. Two large
L. pictures, one repre-
¥ senting the laying of
® the foundation stone
¢ of the St. Joseph's
Monastery and
Chureh, performed
by the Founders in

: the presence of their
The Centenary Memorial Gate. .p ;
Ordinary and a vast

multitude of Clergy and laity, and the other, representing ihe
Religious Profession of the First Eleven Fathers, with Fr. Marcel-
line, 0. C. D ; painted by Mr. Francis D'Gama of Mangalore, em-
. bellish the walls of the sacristy of Mannanam. On the opposite
wall hangs the portrait of the Holy Father Pius XI, with his
autograph blessing.
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9. The Monastery church-yard was also raised to a desired
level and an extensive, gaily decorated pandal erected thereon.

10. . The autograph blessing of H. H., Pope Pius XI, gloriously
reigning, sent to the Prior General and to all the members of the
Congregation, and the Apostolic blessing with a Plena1y Indul-
gence extended to all the members of the Institute, enhanced and
ennobled the solemmty of the august Centenary celebratlons The
Portiuncula Indulgences granted to all those who would v131t the
Monastery church of Mannanam on the day of the Centenary
celebrations, and the other Indulgences granted through the
Retreats preached by the Fathers of the Congrega,tmn, were
the higher attractions that drew the Clergy and the Taity
Malabar in flocks to Mannanam, to partmlpatef i
functions. B o '

'n these s emn

11, As the day of the celebratlons drew n 7 he h}ll@‘ck of
Mannanam grew alive 4 S

Fr. General had cOri‘")'

personally to evely’ th‘, g onnected Wlth the

Mannanam. The Trldu‘um of Retreat fer the faltltf‘ul 1n1 ppeparla}tlon
for the Centenary, was preached by Rev. Fr. Alexander of St. Joseph
and Rev. Fr. Placid of St. Joseph. The retreat was follow‘ed by
the well—appreeiated devotion at Mannanam, the Forty Hours’
Adoration. This year, in honour of the Centenary, the Adoration
was conducted with extraordinary splendour and solemnity; an
unprecedented crowd of both Clergy and laity attended the sacred
devotions.
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AT L0 6R A&P’FERV'XI YIERE AT T A0 1T

123 As may be expected the b’a;lee eve was ushered in by an
extraordinary stir, *=The solenlm Iness of the three days of the
Forty Hours? Adoratmn was suddenly broken by the simultaneous

Sl =
booming qﬁ a :powerful Indlan,@if‘ jonade proclaunlng the Jubilee

,i_ﬁiﬁte His Excell-
'af Ivanios, Arch-

ﬁi:st.-to aulve with one of
hls.Betha,ny friars, together
with the Sessions Judge,
- Mr. A. Philipose, M.A., B.L,
- who had Dbeen newly re-
- ceived into the Church.
- Having been led to the
church, the Archbishop gave
‘his ble%smg to the whole
Congregatlon. As His Ex.,
on account of indisposition,
could not stay on till the
~ MOorrows he took leave of

n the evening, at

Fpe e g8 ., commenced

hundred yvea;rs.
the Carmel of
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

15. Vespers were just over, when lo! the arrival of the
s 3l i : “Bishop of

Kottayam
~ fas announ-
ced. He paid
e ﬂylng visit
vand, returned
]mnledlate] Y,

Y

ome again

g in g }iwrn ing.
“While the
Bishop of Kot-
tayam was be-
ing- esccrted
> - 1o his car, His
|  Ex.,the Arch-
bishop Metro-
politan of
Syro-Malabar,
alighted -at
the Centenary
Memorial
gate, after
having tra-
velled all the
way from Er-
nakulam. His
HEx. “was * re-
ceived by a
With the sweet
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Holy Mass before. the Solemn Pontifical celebration. At 7 a.m., the
car of His Ex., Mar James Kalacherry,
Blbhop of Changanacherry, and a blood-

His Excellency >Mdr ._T-aﬁfle' K
cherry, Ph. D., D. D., Bishop
Chancanacherray
1%, atihee o=
Pontifical
High Mass
was -followed
by the bless-
ing and. in-
auguration of
the Centenary
Memorial.
Mar Augus-
tine Kanda-
thil, Arch-
bishop of Kr-
nakulam, per-
formed the
solemn -func-
tion .in the
presence,.: of
the Bishop of g
Changana- [\gea
: B
cherry: Im-
mediatel y— |
the immense
gathering of [
the faithful
remaining on

The blessing of the Centenary Memorial Gate.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR.

bended knees in devotion—the prayer consecrating the Monastery
and the surrounding regions to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, was
recited aloud by the Prior. Group photos were also taken to com-
memorate the inauguration.  The Prelates were then conducted in
procession to their respective apartments. ® -

18. At 9-30 aim., the Very Rev. Fr. -Hyaci'nth of the Mother
of Dolours, Prior of the Monastery, sang the solemn High Mass, in

His Excellency Mar & ""'His Excellency Mgr.
Alexander Chooelaparampily D.D., ;. Bonaventure, 0.C.D., D.D.,
Bishop of Kottayam. Bishop of Vijayapuram.

honour of St.‘jaseph, “ Coram Pontifice.” ‘M"cir Alexander Choola-
parampil, Bishop of Kottayam, and Mgr. Bonaventure, 0.C.D.,
Bishop of Vijayapuram, arri_ved, one after tlie other, just in time
for the festive High Mass, at no little sacrifice of their precious
e ™" & ;

'19. The next item was the sermon, the Very Rev. Fr. John
Berchmans of Jesus Mary, Prior General of the Congregation, being
the preacher. He had ‘despatched a cablegram to the Holy Father,
informing His Holiness of the Centenary festivities in the Mother
House of the Institute, and was in hopes of ‘a special blessing in
return.  When the bell from the sacristy * announced the time
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CHAPTER XI. 1031
for the sermon the expeeted return-message from the Hternal City
had not-arrived. Not a little disappointed, Father General wended
his way to the sacristy to get himself ready for the pulpit. And
lo! just in' time flashed in the longed-for message from Rome.

Overflowing with joy and -gratitude, His Reverence ascended the
pulpit and read out the contents of the cablegram :

“Cltta del Vatlcano

Priori Generali Carmelitarum

enixe a Deo precatur ut ista religiosa
imat sanctitatis inoromenta,oi‘que paterne

Cardinalis Paqéiji'f”’ e

Then foIloiye “his diseourse He dwelt. on"’tli- Tuhib"lo Jo:1igin
and steady- growth of the Syro Malabar Garmél )

well as on the
work the  Congregation has been able: ’cé ach,neve, sundex God’s

guidance in the field of Clerical educatlono , 1n~dé,f _a{lg the rights
of the Church against the fiery attacks of 'Hetesiés nd Sehisms, in
propagating the kingdom of Christ among mﬁd‘ef 3753 ’am conducting
the Apostolate of the Press, and in the no less important work of
secular educatlon of the young in well- conducted: schooh, during its
centennial existence. Then, with a most apt’ transition, he passed
on to a panegyric on. St. Joseph the glorious  Patron of Carmel
and of the Mannanam Monastery The sermon was one of thanks-
giving to God Almlghty for all the. favouls bestowed upon the
Congregation and upon the whole of Malabal through its instru-
mentality. The Prior Gene1al, in the name of the bongxedatlon,
finally thanked the numerous benefactors, friends, and well-wishers
of ' the whole Congregation, who had amply contributed to bring
it through the long period of its existence, to the. most important
position it now holds in the Church in India,. and concluded with
a hearty prayer that the next Centenary celebration might, by the
special intervention of Divine benevolence, witness the raising to
the honours of the Altar, of some members of the Conglegatlon
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

20. Towa1ds the close of the sermon, His Ex., Mar Francis
Vashapilly, the Bishop of Trichur, in
fulfilment of a kind promise, came over to
Mannanam and pontificated at the solemn
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. His
Ex. had to perform the celemony,ef blessing
a church in h1s Dlocese_.i,’orx_ the very
same morning. In Qpite of this engage-
ment, the great-hearted Plelate travelhng
at a tremendous speed- frdm dls’cant Trichur
reached in time to’ obLLge,ﬂhe SyLo Ma]a-
bar Carmel so dear to hlsfr}eabt i

His Excellency Mar 21. During the Benediction of the Bles-
Fmﬁ‘;‘ﬁo}faj}’ "%’;ﬁi%’u?;n" sed Sacrament, the “Te Deum” was very
A solemnly sung in Syro-Chaldaic, by all the
"Prelates, Priests and faithful assembled in the Mother-Church of the
Congregation, in thanksgiving for all the great and manifold bless-
ings God haa lavishly bestowed upon the Congregation and, through
it, upon the whole Church and people of Malabar, during these
hundred years. After Benediction, the Prelates retired.

22. The last function of the day was the solemn festive pro-
cession at which was borne the miraculous statue of St. Joseph.
The Very Rev. Fr. Jaceb Kattakayam, Vicar Forane of Kuravilan-
gad Parish Church, officiated. The lengthy procession, attended by
so many Priests, Secular and Regular, in their ecclesiastical insig-
nia, by the laity who mustered strong,—skirting. the hill of Manna-
nam—enlivened by-musical bands and amidst an incessant shower
of fire balls and loud crackers, presented a most imposing scene.

29+ One of" the' happiest features in these Centenary festivities
has been the presence of the most distinguished personages both ‘in
the HKcclesiastical and ~Civil departments.” The whole of the Syro-
Malabar Hierarchy: the Archbishop Metropolitan with his three
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Suffragan Bishops, together with Mar Ivanios, Archbishop of Beth-
any of the new Malankara Syrian Rite, and Mer. Bonaventure,

s 0. C. D., Bishop of Vijayapuram, of the

% e o , Latin Rite, took part in:-.the solemn
festivities. Many of the Seecular Clergy
from the various Dioceses of Malabar and
a large body of 1a1t§ in spite of the
stress of the economic depression, throng-
ed to Mannanam, to be. present’f at the
festivities. The Bethany Bref : ho@d of
the Malankara Syria
lates of the Sacred I-I t of At‘ne Sy1o-
Malabar Diocese of Kottavam %he Mis-
sionary Congregation of the Syro-Mala-
bar Archdiocese of Ernakulam, and the

: e ihe Latin R were also. repre-
His Excellency, Mar Ivanios, M A., Cl rey of e Latin Rite er 1 P
D.D., Archbishop of Bethany. sented.

24, The procession over, the Prelates, Priests, and other honoured
guests, were led to the spacious Jubilee dining-hall. Here, the Con-
gregation was privileged to entertain five Bishops, a good number
of distinguished secular Clergy, numerous members of the Copg»re-
gation, and a few representatives of the civil authorities, numbering
in all nearly 150, at a table generously laid out, though restricted
within the limits of religious modesty and sobriety.

25. At dinner, the Prior General himself rose to propose the
toast. - After a brief survey of the glorious past under review, he
paid a glowing tribute to the Roman Pontiffs who had, one after
another, lavished on the Congregation favours of paternal predilec-
tion, and especially to His Holiness, Pope Pius XI who had munifi~
cently enriched and ennobled the Centenary celebrations inth
unique spiritual favours and privileges. The worthy Representatives
of the Holy See in India were gratefully recalled on the occasion
as the most benevolent protectors of the Congregation. Father
General then turned towards the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy in general,
and to each Prelate in particular, recounting the manifold favours
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

the Corigregation had been receiving at their hands. Their un-
varying sympathy, paternal kindness and hearty encouragement

‘General view of Mannanam Hill, as seen from the fields, 1937,

had placed the Congregation under a heavy debt of gratitude to-
wards the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy in the erection of which the
Congregation had played, in its turn, a very significant part. In
His Ex., Mgr. Bonaventure, 0. C.D., he said, the Congregation had
the representative of the entire Latin Hierarchy and of the Carme-
lite Missionaries of the First Order, and thanked him, in that capa-
city, for the eminent services rendered to the Institute in its in-
fancy by the Discalced Carmelite Missionaries and especially by
the Venerable Archbishops of Verapoly. Moreover, he promised
the Prelates on behalf of the Congregation not only to help them by
a life of prayer and good works, spent‘in the Monasteries, but also
to render them every active service in its power for promoting the
glory of God and the salvation of souls. As a token of his grati-
tude, the Prior Gieneral presented each of the Prelates with a silver
Centenary Souvenir Medal. Before concluding, he thanked also the
honoured guests who had evinced their sympathy with and esteem
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CHAPTER XI. 193t

for the Congregation by their personal presence and assistance at

ceremonijes which though splendid in themselves, yet extended over
a length of time.

26. His Ex., the Archbishop of Ernakulam, responded in clear,
simple terms, on behalf especially of the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy.
He thanked the Prior General and the Congregation which had
done much, chiefly by preaching Retreats and- ‘Missions, conductmg
the Apostolate of the Press, educating . the young and converting
pagans and Teretics. “When His Ex. concluded hIS addre@s all the
Prelates standmg up 1mpa1ted thew blessmg to the Conglegatlon
its members and works-"" P :

v 5 30 e [ AT ) S

97 Rev Father Joseph Muttathupadam fox'merly an alumnus
of the- Semmny of. Mannanam, spoke on behalf of the Syrian Secu-
lae. Clexo'y of Malabal The speech expreased 111 vivid and Wltty
terms. - the great love and esteem the speakpr bore ‘the Cq:grega,-
tion, and- his singular veneration towards its samtly Foun&ers and
especially towards the glorious Father Cyriac Elias (Chavara)

28. Among the messages of congratulatlon reoewed on the
occasion by the Very Rev. Fr. Prior General, those of His Emin-
ence, Cardinal Lepicier, 0. S. M., His Ex., Mgr. Peter Pisani, for-
mer Apostolic Delegate, and the Apostolic Delegation, are worthy
of special mention.

Roma, 11th March 1931.

MY DEAR PRIOR GENERAL,

I have received your letter and from my heart I congratu-
late you and all your Congregation on the approaching celebrations
of the Centenary of the Foundation of your Congregation, and I
pray that every grace and blessing may descend on you and on
all your members from the Throne of grace and mercy on this
most happy, and for India, unique Centenary. I pray that a hun-
dredfold and ten times a hundredfold of graces and blessings,
may come to you and to all your members and also to all your
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friends and benefactors and helpers and devoted Catholic people on
this thrice happy occasion. :

I need not assure you of the great interest I feel for and the
great affection I have for India and for all Her people, and especi-
ally for Her dear Catholic people, so devoted and so loyal to the
Church and ‘to its visible head on earth,”Our Holy Father the Pope
“whose paternal heart loves and cherishes the Catholic people of India.

From my heart I pray every blessing may be with you
and all your people. '
: Believe ‘me,
Yours Sincerely in Xt.

(Sd.) ALEXIS HENRY M. CARDINAL LEPICIER,
: O. S. M.

rare:
Roma, 2-3-1931.

VERY REV. DEAR PRIOR GENERAL,

'The Centenary of the foundation of your Congregation
- ought to be a feast for Catholic Malabar not only because it is the
unique Religious Institution of its kind in India but also on ac-
count of the splendid work done for the spreading of the Catholic
Faith all over your beautiful country.

A Tt s "tl_léref(}re with great joy that I join in your celebra-
tions and in “your prayers just after commemorating your Congre-
gation in the course of my lecture on Indian Missions at Propa-
ganda. ‘ e = s '

- Blessing you and all your Confréres most heartily in Our

Lord, i 4
. : I beg to remain,
My dear Father Prior General,
Yours faithfully,
4Bd) P. PISANI, .
Archbishop of Constance.
132
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APOSTOLIC DELEGATION
OF THE EAST INDIES

137/31 May 6, 1931,

VERY REV AND DEAR FATHER

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your kmd letter No. 119/31
under date of April 22nd..aunouncing -the Centenary celebrations
of the foundatlon of your Conglegatlon

I con gratulate your Rev. on this eventful occasion on the
meritorious work which your Congregation has done in Malabar
during the century just closed. I pray that the good work done
in the present century will even surpass that of the past, and that
your Congregation will continue its mnoble labour for the benefit
of the Catholic Church in Malabar.

With sentiments of high regard, I remain,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

(8d.) V. BELGERI,
Secretary in Charge.

29. A group photo of all the Bishops and guests and the mem-
bers of the Congregation, who were present at Manpanam to cele-
brate the Centenary, crowned the programme of the day. The Pre-
lates, accompanied by the Fathers went round the Monastery bulld-
ings, and other departments attached to it, to see the various monu-
ments, epitaphs, paintings and pictures that spoke of ‘the glorious
antiquities of Mannanam and of Malabar in general. Later in the
afternoon, at about 5 p.m., the Prelates were escorted to their
motor cars where they bade farwell to Mannanam.

30. Monday, the 27th of April, was the day of Remembrance.
A solemn Reqliiei'm' Mass was sung for the repose of the deceased
members and benefactors of the Congregation. The entire commu-
nity, singing in their hearts “ Laudemus viros gloriosos et pareptes
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$HE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR
Mass over, the

nostros” (Eccle. XLIVI), assisted at the function. ‘
solemn Office of the Dead, according to the Syro-Malabar Rite, was

conducted by the Very Rev. Fr. Prior General, in

due form.

Group Photo taken on the'occasion of the Centenary Jubilee' Celebration, Mannanam.

31. At the close of the ‘“Remembrance day’, a day also of a
happy family meeting and rejoicing at their Mother-House, the
members of the Congregation who had hailed from far and near
‘had at last to bid one another farewell.

32. - May the Lord who has hitherto guided the Congregation
~with His Omnunipotent Hand grant it to see more glorious Centen-
aries in the future!

el
(]
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CHAPTER XII
1931— 1932*‘-‘“’ i

A:Centenary Celebratlons n - other Monasterles of
y N the Congregathn. : : &

I Centenary Celebrahons m the Novxtxate,

Ampalacat

May 17t7z 1931

Thoresa’s -

Whele St. Thomas the ‘j‘.»péstle ﬁrst landed in Indla I
is the Nov1t1ate House of the Congregation ; it accommoda
- noviges at prese “{,Its pos1t1on on.-a hlllock 1n the mldst “0

to the large crowd' that attended thﬂ ee,'lebratlons —_ ;j Was a Iiappy,i’;g
disposition of Providence that the solemn feast (Canonization:
Anniversary) of that widely known Saint of Carmel, the Little
Flower,—who has been chosen Patroness of our Novices,—falling on
the same day, enhanced the jubilation and splendour of the
festivity.

The people had timely information of the celebrations and of
the many spiritual privileges which the Holy See had  granted. to
those who would take part in them according to the mind of the
Church. Consequently, as a preliminary to this day of joy, a
preparatory Retreat of three days was preached in the Monastery
church, commencing on the 13th May. The celebrated preacher,
Father Clement of the Infant Jesuq conducted the retreat to his

large audience.
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All was ready. The majestic church was decorated with
greenery, garlands and flowers of diverse kinds. Carmel’s sons
came flocking to the home of their spiritual birth, counting in all,
over a hundred members from the various Houses. Among the
esteemed guests were the Very Rev. Father Prior General, the ,
Definitors General and several Local Superiors. The Aspirants
from distant Pavalatty and the Scholastics from far-off Mangalore
also turned thelr steps hitherwards. Our brethren, the Secular
/eré not - less enthusmstlc in makmg our joy complete by
'_‘~favour1ng. uswlth “thieir presence and partlclpatmg in our doings...

R

s The suq»was up early. The solemn swell of bells proelam]ed
_ Vl,,e“the expectarnt multltude that the day of Jubllatlon had dawned:
\The boommg petards rent the au', their echoes 1nvmng those far

h}e‘j.,tl]reng pf worshlppers
or ‘ain,‘ mstnuctwe and oquent pax;tegmle on

- " ",
I"

our- musical peals -specially. prepared fbir thel z :
éirs call far-and mear, 10 the eccompamme::?c le

: 5 “services of the:. police had to: be Lequlettaohed to: n
keep “the dense crowd in’ order: Meanwhile’ a group pho’m was, e
_taken with ouzzr new bulldlng as a background .....

The Rev Fr IT Palokaran, M. A (‘Edrm 3 Pr1n01pal,~8t Thomas™ pf
College, Trlcllur, began ‘his sermon-at 4-30 ‘p m, takmg as his ’reyt 2
the words of the Psalmist: “Vineam de Aegypto transtulisti "— @
“Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt.” Then comparing Religi- .
ous Communities fo that vine of old which was only an image and Z
shadow of the true vine of the New Dispensation, the preacher, in .s,

his own mellifluous style. set forth with much eloquence and clear-
ness, the immense good done by Religious Communities bbth to
- Church and State. It is impossible to give here, in detail, all that
Father - Palokaran said; still we shall try to place before our
readers some of the ideas which he imparted on that occasion :

136

www.TheCMSIndia.org ¢ “ .

MUSICOLOGICAL

SOCIETY OF INDIA


http://www.marggam.com/
http://www.thecmsindia.org/

maré%am WWwWw.marggam.com

Digital Library of Christianity in India

. CHAPTER XIIL.- 1931—I1932

“ Religious Communities,” he said, “have always been the joy
and pride of the Church.. There is no doubt that what they were
they now are and will continue to be. They are her joy in the
days of her prosperity, and her mainstay and consolation in her
darkest hours of adversity. They have in every age and clime
supplied the vanguard of the Church with intellectual giants,
valiant confessors and innumerable martyrs. What man is there

Cen_tenary Celebration Group, Novitiate, Ampalacat.

who is not moved with admiration at the sight of that galaxy of
men, rich in science and sanctity, which Religious Communities
have at various times presented to the Church, that fertile mother-
of Saints? What man is there who is'not moved at such names’
as St. Francis of Assisi and St. Dominic? What man is there who
is not captivated by the mystic Theresa of Avila,” and that great
luminary of Holy Church, St. Thomas, the Prince of Philosophers ?
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And who can ignore the services of that soldier-saint, Ignatius,
and of the valiant St. Theresa in- quelling the evil effects of that
catastrophe of the 16th century,—the so-called Reformation ? For
it was they, as Chesterton says,—St. Ignatius and St. Theresa,—who
heralded the Counter-Reformation.

“ No arguments are required to convince us of the immense
benefit, Church and State have derived from Religious Com-
munities. One acquainted with European History, knows well
‘what they have done for Europe. Oxford and Cambridge, the
boast of every Englishman,—to whom do they owe their prestige
and prosperity ? 1t is the Dominicans and Franciscans that made
them what they are; no one can oust these Religious from the
glorious place they hold in the history of Englands greatest seats

of learnmg

“Tt is ho‘\?véver sad to record that the enemies of the Church
have realized better than we do, the strength and force of Religious
Communities in upholding the cause of the Church. Therefore, in
modern times, the enemies of the Church apply a system of
bombardment, which, to say the least, is quite as potent as the
more ancient methods. They are too civilized to have recourse to
the policy of massacre and bloodshed of the Roman Emperors of
old, nevertheless they are as implacable as those cruel despots 1n
brmgmc about the destruction of the Church by seemlnfrly harm-
less, but indeed most dlS&bthUS means: to dry up the very
fountains is. their most up-to-date weapon. Leavmg the laity
unmolested, they turn in full f01c_e against Priests and Religious
Religious Communities are expelled wholesale, Priests are thrown
into prison Wlthout ado, and cruelly murdered. Instances of this
abound even in our own day

i NOW coming to the Carmelite Congregation of Malabar,—
none of us is a stranger to this Institution, for it has had its birth
in owr land, in our time, and received its first impetus from owur

“own men. . We are all in one way or another recipients of those
good fruits which Carmel so assiduously offers. Of all moments, the-
present is undoubtedly the fittest to recall to memory the history"
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of Carmel in Malabar and to renew our affectionate relations with
-her. :

“ As in the vineyard of old, so too in this vineyard of the
Lord, a branch was plucked from the glorious stock of Mt. Carmel
and transplanted into the soil of Malabar, a century ago. Today,
after a hundred years, we find it so exuberant in health and vigour
that we are lost in wonder and admiration. For, from insignifi-
cant beginnings, fortuitous chances and unpromising circumstances,
it has, at the present day, spread its branches to various parts of
Malabar. The Congregation has at present twenty Houses,
hundred and thirty-five Priests, hundred and forty-five Kcclesias-
tical Students, seventy-seven Aspirants and fifty-three Lay Brothers,—
all a goodly lot. Besides they have their share in the field of the
propagation of the Faith, of education and of literature. To
prophesy about the future is unwise,—but with these facts “and
figures before us, we may venture to predict that the Carmehte
Congregation of Malabar, will be able to record more glorious
achievements a hundred years hence. :

“Now a few words about its services to Malabar. I believe
all of you have heard of that melancholy schism of Rocos which
once threatened the destruction of our glorious traditions, of our
best inheritance—the Catholic Faith. It was an occasion for the
members of this Congregation to display their fidelity and zeal in
‘backing up the cause of the Church. But for this Congregation,
that Schism would have overwhelmed the whole of ‘Catholic
Malabar. The services rendered by the Congregation, even at the
peril of personal safety, will always be remembered to its honour
and credit. It is with no small pleasure and pride that we behold
it maintaining the same spirit whereby it - safeguards and propa-
gates the Faith. : - ;

“ Again, the members of the Con'gregation are quite alive to the
importance of the education of youth. For this purpose they run
schools wherein the student receives, besides ‘instruction in litera-
ture and history, a good foundation in, and a sufficient knowledge
of, his Holy Religion. They conduct at present four English ngh
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Schools-and several Middle and - Vernacular Schools. In the field of
literature, too, they have their -activities. They edit a highly  use-
ful paper, the “ Nazrani Deepika,” and two monthlies, “The Flower
of Carmel” and the “Kudumbadeepam ”. Their publications in ‘the
field of apologetics is well deserving our admiration. The well-
“equipped Press at Mannanam which is among the best of our
printing Worke has ever been active in unholdmg the cause of our
Holy Faith with its series of controve1s1a1 artlcles Further, they
go out preaching Missions, and relieve the Parish Priests who,
through their ministrations, meet many a plodlgal returning. Thus
both by preachmg and wr1t1ng and above all by their edifying
example they foster the spirit of Faith and keep alive the fire of

devotion.

“Tiet us then,” the speaker concluded, “thank the Lord along
with’ the members of this Congregation for' His ‘many favours, and
~Yet us’ pray that He may guard under the shadow of His wing
this Carrm‘el‘ in Malabar. TLet us also recommend to the Divine
- rotection, the Very Rev. Father John Berchmans of Jesus Mary,
Who at present duects the destinies of the Conglega’mon

. .. The soft evenmg sun ‘had ghded mto twilight when the sermon
ended. After the chanting of the Litany, the grand procession
started bearing with it the beautifully adorned statue of the. Little
Flower. The pageant of a hundred Monks in white mantles, and
of numerous Secular Priests, carrying lighted candles, moved majes-
tically down the slope, to the. accompaniment of the. band and
slowly re-entered the church. Benediction was given by the Very
‘Rev. Father' Matthew Edakolator, Vicar General of Trichur. The
““Te Deum ” was sung during the exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. The Benediction service, particularly well chanted in three
voices by the novices, was no small credit to them.

His Excellency, the Bishop of Trichur, could not take an active
part in:the festivity for reasons of health ; still he was pleased to
" grace ‘the evening functions with his presence. The ceremonies over,
all the people proceeded to the church-yard which was brilliantly
1it with paper lanterns. The facade of the church up to a height of
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‘eighty feet as well' as the ~surrounding trees were studded with
-coloured lights, making the -whole scene. one of enchanting beauty.
The festivities of the day were brought to a happy close by the
indispensable fireworks which entertained -all for a whole hour.

| OI} the fo-llrowi-hg day, the Very Rév. Prior, Father Gerard of
St. Mary, sang a So}emn Requiem Mass, and the Very Rev. Prior
General conducted the Office of the Dead in memory of the dear

'départed mem_bers of the Congregation.

I1. Cent’eﬁary Celebrations in the Scholasticate,

Chethipusha.
January 17th, 1932.

The Monastery: of the Sacred Heart, Chethipusha—the: Scholasti-
. cate of the Congregation,—conducted enthusiastically the Centenary
celebrations, .on Sunday, January 17th, 1932, the feast day:of St.
Francis of Assisi. A retreat of eight days was preached by the
Rev. Fr. Hilarion .of the Sacred Heart, to the people and - to the
Franciscan Tertiaries whose spiritual direction is entrusted to the
Monastery. The last three days of the retreat which immediately
preceded the celebrations, were sst apart to prepare the faithful to
gain the Jubilee Indulgences granted by the Holy See. For this
intention, High Mass was sung éach morning at 5-30 ; every e.\'fenin“g,
the solemn recitation of the Litany of Loreto ‘was followed by
Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. The triduum also in-
cluded prayers in honour of St. Francis of Assisi. =g o

Sunday, the day of the celebrations, was one of unprecedented
s,ol,,er_nvnity in the anrials, of the Chethipusha Monastery. The Very
Rev. Fr. Prior General, the Definitors General, several Local
Superiors and members from all our Monasteries shared personally
in the festivities.. Crowds of people from far and near poured in.
At 7 a.m.. His Exceliency, the Rt. Rev.- Mar James -Kalacherry,
Bishop of Changanacherry, who- by many -a tie is connected with
the Congregation; began -solemn Pontifieal High Mass according to
the Syro-Malabar- Rite, assisted by the Fathers of ‘the Congre-
gation. After the: morning functions - the Bishep returned to .his
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palace, quite close to the Monastery, with the kind intention of
returning for dinner with His Excellency, the Rt. Rev. Mar Alex-
ander Choolaparampil, Bishop of Kottayam. At 9 a.m. the Very
Rev. Fr. Alphonsus of St. Mary, Prior of Pavaratty Monastery,
sang Solemn High Mass in honour of the Patron of the day, and
the Very Rev. Fr, Athanasius of the Blessed Sacrament, Prior of
Elthuruth Monastery, preached a sermon, as touching as practical,
on the Saint of Assisi. At the close, some forty candidates were
received into the Third Order of the Patriarch of Assisi.

Meanwhile, Their Excellencies, the Bishops of Changanacherry

and Kottayam, arrived, along with' the Secular Priests of the neigh-
bouring

parishes
~~and Catho-
lic Tnstitu-
tions and
some of the
re-united
Jacobite
Priests who
had receiv-
- ed training
at Chethi-

b schias:

Dinner fol-

lowed. The

Centeha}ry Celebration, Chethipusha. Re-united Prelates and Priests with Very Rev.
some of the Fathers 'of the Congregation, who work for them, * Fr. Bartho-

lomew of Jesus, Local Prior, proposed the toast. He spoke sum-
marily of' the céutury-long_ existence of the Congregation and of
the numerous benefits the Monastery had received at the hands of
their honoured, ‘episcopal - guests. =~ Among other kindnesses, he
. mentioned the prominent place held by the Bishop of Changana-
cherry among the contributors to the Jubilee Celebration fund.
He concluded by appreciating the hearty sympathy of the Clergy
and laity of Malabar towards the Congregation and expressed, on
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behalf of his brethren, cordial gratitude for favours. past and
present. The Bishop of Kottayam then responded, expatiating.
on the services rendered by the Congregatnon from the day of
its existence, for the all-tound progress of Malabar. He empha-
sised in particular the work done by the Fathers of the
Chethlpusha Monastery to further the Re-union movement among
the non-Catholics of Malabar. His Excellency recalled with pleasure
the fact that the Congregation had received its first impetus
through the labours of two Secular Priests; that it has ever since
enjoyed the support of the Secular Clergy, and that the Bishops—
who, in course of time, have been raised to that. dignity, from the

ranks of the Secular Clergy,—consider it a privilege to patronise
the Congregation.

Nex’r the Blshop of Ohanganacherry rose to sﬁe - He po_inted
out that it was no’rﬁ by Qhanee th'a,t the (,on*gregg,t o <
in 1831. In tk le :

sec.on‘dv to nofié =
His Excellene

quent intereét-"-’
mltted Wlth g1

thlouf”h, were bueﬂy touched upon w1th a pf\ternal recommenda-
tion to fight against the foes from within and without, who try
to undermine the Religious spirit of the members of the Congrega-
tion. He then gave free vent to his generous heart, exclaiming,
in the abundance of his benevolence, that he loves the Congre-
gation as he loves hm_]se]f and that the Malabar Church in
general, and the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy in particular, have at
heart the interests of the Congregation which has done so mu.c_h
good for the uplift of Malabar, especially along the line of train-
ing candidates for the Priesthood in its once famous Seminary at
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Mannanam. He observed that many Priests, young and old, who
are a source of consolation to him, have undergone training . under
the care of the Fathers at Mannanam, and ‘that there was a time,
when, going to Mannanam meant a decision te study for the Priest- .
hood. On his own part His Excellency attested, he had done his
best to sirengthen the Congregation with g:'eod‘v,ocatiOns.’ In -con-
clusion, His Excellency gave the Corf’gr.égatf"on an assurance of his

paternal solicitude and devotedness. r

Dinner over, the two Bishops retired to the Bishop’s palace,
Changanacherry, to return again for the evening functions. At
430 p.m. His Excellency, the. Rt. Rev. Mar Ivanios, Archbishop
of Bethany, His Excellency, the Rt. Rev. Mar Theophilos, - Bishop

Centenary Celebration Group, Scholasticate, Chéthip‘usila.
pf ~Tiruvalla, the Very Rev. Ramban Philip Cheppat, formerly
Bishop Designate of the Jacobite Church of Malabar, with some of
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the Bethany monks arrived, and were  soon joined by the Bishops

of Changanacherry and Kottayam. The memory of such a gather-

ing has been perpetuated by a group photo, with the Monastery
as background

Meanwhlle, a large concourse of the faithful, nearly seven thou-
sand strong, had assembled in the courtyard of the ohuroh for the
open-air sermon preached by the Bishop of Kottayam who recount-
ed the history of the Congregation and the manifold services it
has rendered the Church of Malabar. After an appreciative ex-
hortation on the happiness and excellence of the Religious life, the
Bishop appealed to his audience to send up a hearty act of thanks-
giving to the Alnnghty for S0 elgnal a favour and ffgq" ted out

i

-Saoremen# glven' # '~®néer

more the preé‘e :

again before another Repository, skllfully demgned and erected
close to the mnew church under construction, representing
miniature the Basilica of St. Peter’s, Rome, It was indeed a work
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of love on which the -Scholastics had devoted over a month’s
labour ; they were amply

rewarded by the de-
votional and inspiring
effect aroused, as the
Blessed Sacrament was
placed aloft, enthroned
amid a sea of clouds sup-
ported by angels against
a star:lit, cazure  sky.
Immediately there was
fired a salute of a hundred
and one Indian guns.
The “Te Deum,” sung by
all present, preceded the
final .Benediction impart-
ed by the Bishop ~ of
Changanacherry himself.

Ere the  crowds dis-
persed, the Archbishop of
- Bethany addressed them
in a- stirring discourse,
thanking God Almighty
for having given Mala-
bar a Religious Institute
such as that of the Car-
melite Congregation of

Centenary Celebration, Chethipusha, Repository. Malabar.

III. Centenary Celebrations in the Monastery of the Sacred
" Heart, Thevara, residence of the Prior General.
; May Sth—to 11th, 1932.

The Monastery of the Sacred Heart, Thevara, Ernakulam,
residence of the Very Rev. Prior General has been the last in the
order of time, but not the least in the devotional splendour of its
Centenary Celebrations, | '
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" The Festal Programme directed that the outstanding feature of
the Celebration should be the: Forty: Hours’ . Adoration ;. the . 8th,
9th, and 10th of May were devoted to- ity the 1lth was - to be the
day of Remembrance. The WGGT{ preced g the festhtleswas
zealously spent in a Spurtual Retleat-jto ’ﬁhe people @f.'»-the
neighbourhood. : 54 o

Both' the  Latins: and Syrlans— of the su1roundmg Tocahty
gathered enthusiastically to hear the »preachels, the Rev Fr Clement
of the Infant Jesus and the{R"v ather Andrew of the Mothe1 of
Dolours. - It is estimated tha )¢ : )
the Splrltual Exercises,

of the month occurrlng durmg the Retreaf,
solemnity  of the Celeblatlon by swe - thi
exercitants, most of whom - confes‘s'
those days. It was expeoted that thele would be an unusual
demand for Fathers in the Confesswlnl antwmatmg th15v need
Fathers from other Monasterles had" already Wended theu Way “to
Thevara, to devote themselves, fou .days and mghts at the Con-
fessional. The Forty Hours Adora ion that f0110wed the: splkltual
retreat was an inaugural one at Thevara and}ts v1em'11
all concerned took a keen 1nterest in makmg a Sultable prepalauon
for ‘this thrice: holy Solem‘mty The;'c _-.ch aA d the temporary
pandal erected for the occasion, than ]
of the Catholic: Commumty, Were s'pl nd _ly decorated

The Very Rev. Father John of Jesus and Mary, P1101 (Jenenal
celebrated the Conventual Mass on the first day and addressed the
congregation at .its conclusion, - making -special reference to the
choice blessings: God ‘Almighty had conferred on them through the
ministry of the Carmelite Institute, on Malabar in general and on
Thevara in particular, where the Fathers of the Congregation have
had the privilege of dedicating the first” church to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. At the close, in accordance with the faculty
specially granted by the Holy Father, His Reverence imparted the
Papal Blessing to all who had taken part in the Retreat. )
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In another address to the assembled multitude, “just before the
Solemn High Mass of Exposition, the Rev. Father Placid of St.

ting ¢
he soli-

o Falade of the tempoi-a‘ry Pandal, S known
as “The Forty Hours’ Adoration ”, introduced by the Carmelite
Congregation into the Syro-Malabar Church. The Solemn High
Masses on each: of the three days of the - Forty Hours’ Adoration
were sung in. turn by the Very Rev. Father Hyacinth of the
Mother of Dolours, Prior of Mannanam, the Rev. Father Ambrese
of the Mother of  Dolours, .Vicar of Champakulam, and the Rev.
Father Urban of  the Blessed Sacrament, .while, the . procession
of the Blessed Sacrament was conducted by the Very Rev. Father
Athanasius, of the. Blessed Sacrament, Prior of Elthuruth, on. the
first day, and by the Very Rev. Fr. Prior General, assisted by the
Priors of the Monasteries of Vazhakulam -and Chethipusha, on the
third day/.\Durin.g the. solemn Benediction = of the Most Blessed
Sacrament, given by His Excellency,. the Most Rev. Mar Augustine
Kandathil, ‘Archbishop of. Ernakﬁlam,_ the “Te, Deum ” was sung.
The Little Flower Aspirants’ choir rendered the music most credit-
ablyf.on all these days under the able direction. of Rev. Fr. Ludovie,
Vicar of St.. Antony’s. Monastery, Alwaye. . TSR
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it /to the
wited the
pulpit
and gave.
out % a
.sbul-sjt ir-
; r‘m g ﬁ 8-
7 éomfsé;fén

The Very Rev. Father Jacob Naduvathuchery, Conm’l
Archbishop, ‘and Editor of the “Sathiadeepam ™, then my

e

devoting
g the latter

' The Procession of the Blessed Sacrament. gatio n.. S

As an act '6,f grateful recognition, a summary of it follows:

“Now-a=days, even our pagan brethren have taken to celebrat-
ing jubilees of events considered notable by them; with how much
ntote propriety should we, Catholics of _Malabar, c'elebr‘a-te}‘ events of
relatively surpassing’ ‘importance in the “eyes bf-God and men ?
Such an event is the Hundred Years of existence ‘of an indigenous
local Religious Institution that has ‘during  this ‘jong“ “str_et‘Ch of
vears dedicated itself with wonderful fruitfulness to procure the
glory of God by drawing their countrymen fto know, love a?nd
serve Him. It is mest, then, that all heartily join together to smg
the Te Deum laudamus, thanking God Almighty for having given
to Malabar, such a signal blessing in the holily vigorous labours
of this Congregation. This mighty tree was, a hundred years ago,
but -a seedling, planted at Mannanam by the Fathers of holy
memory,—Thomas Palakel, Thomas Porukara, ~and- their wprthy
disciple, . Cyriac -Chavara. The seedling grew ‘te a stately tree,
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spreading its branches so far and wide as to ?i)‘\'rershado‘vsf'the'}iﬁ"_holé
of Malabar. It has produced and is still producing delicious fruits
of wonderful variety, Catholics’ and Non-Catholics of Malabar
having been fed on these fruits for the last one hundred years.
At present, the Congregation numbers some 400 members, diséri‘ﬁu%é

“-Mannénam struck the key-note of theseé éelebrations with the
¥ Ij,*orty Hours” Adoration,” while: Theva¥a singing the “ Amen
Alleluia,” wi-th-:thé"sa“met-vmagniﬁcéﬁt"‘EUChari’sﬁb Service, leaves it

~as an heir-loom to ‘the Syro-Malabar Church. Our hearts cry out: -
‘how splendidly devout has been this crowning function,—the Forty
Hours” Adoration of Our Lord in His Rucharistic: dwelling among us!

= ""Le?t ns all Who’lé—h'eé;ftedly'poiﬁi' ourselves out in thanksgiving
to "the ‘;Gwer of all ‘gifts and pray that He would shower
down His choicest benedictions upon the Very Rev. Prior General,
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the Definitors General, the Priors and Vicars of their various Mo-
nasteries, and finally on all the members of this Congregation.
May. they with the help of Gods grace extend their eminently
useful labours over the whole of our land, and may they be ever
protected under the mantle of Our Lady of Oarmel § 2

Adoration of tl'le-Blesséd Séerement.

The.Secular Clergy of both the Syrian and Latin Rites, repre-
sentatwes from every Monastery and from the Latin Indigenous
Religious Con gregation,—a vast and most respectable assembly, graced
our table at which the Archbishop presided, in spite of not a slight
indisposition, by which act of kindly self-forgetfulness, he won so
much more of our gratitude. . - . ; i

At the end of the repast, the Very Rev. Father Prior (General
rose to propose the toast. After expressing his heartfelt thanks to God
Almighty, for all the s,1g,na_1_favours bestowed on the Congregation
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during this year of Centenary Jubilations, His Reverence gratefully
alluded to the Fatherly interest of the Holy See towards the Insti-
tute. His Excellency, the Archbishop, he said, had to undergo
many difficulties in coming over to Thevara from a distant Mission-
tour, just in time to preside over the closing functions of the
_Centenary Celebrations—a fact which they would ever remember
with sentiments of sincere gratitude. He also pointed out that the
Carmelite Congregation in Malabar owes its origin to two Syrian
Priests from the ranks of the Secular Clergy who founded it by em-
bracing this form of Religious life and fostered its infancy through
many {rials: that both the Syrian and Latin priests from all parts
.of the couatry have always evinced great interest in the growth
of the Congregation to which they contributed their laudable share
and hence the Secular Clergy of Malabar could boast of this Con-
gregation as theirs at its birth, which consideration is a serious
motive to knit them together in the bonds of close friendship. He
alluded also to the Carmelite Religious Institute of the Latins which
received its inspiration from the Congregation, and was represented in
its Definitor General and two other Fathers. Lastly, communicating
to them a congratulatory message from the Delegate Apostolic, and
once more thanking the Superiors and other members of the
Religious Family, as well as, all those who had contributed towards
‘making these unique Centenary celebrations as splendid as possible,
fin spite of the prevailing financial depression, he brought his address
to a close. ' ¥

The Rev. Father Paul Elankunnapuzha and the Rey. Father
Cyriac Payapilly responded. The Secretary of the Archbishop
on account of His Excellency's indisposition, spoke for him,
expressing the high esteem of the Syrian Hierarchy for the Con-
gregation, and his desire that both sections would live in close
friendship and work for the glory of God.

It is also worthy of note that His Highness the Maha Raja of
Cochin, and His Excellency the Viceroy of India have sent, not to
mention others, appreciative messages to the Prior General on this
auspicious occasion, commemorative of the great event.
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THE CARMELITE CONGREGATION OF MALABAR

The distinguished guests dispersed after leaving a memorial of
the happy event in a group photograph.

The following day, the 1lth of May, came the concluding
item in the programme,—a solemn Commemoration of the deceased
members and benefactors of the Congregation,—consisting of a
Requiem High Mass sung by the Very Rev. Father Sylvester of
the Blessed Sacrament, Definitor General, and the Absolution,
according to the Syro-Malabar Rite, conducted by the Very Rev.

Father Prior General.
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