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AP 131 - Fr George Vithayathil sings 
"Witawangunnen" from funeral service for priests 

 

To Subscribe Aramaic Project Videos

 

Call 
Number  

AP 131 
 

Part 
Number 

Part I – Syro Malabar Church 

Title  Fr George Vithayathil sings "Witawangunnen" from 
funeral service for priests. 

Duration  2:50 

Place of 
Recording  

St. Francis Assisi Church, Athani 

Date of 
Recording  

22 May, 2018 

Youtube 
URL 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-2VZDdwyRg&t 

Video 
Segment(s) 

 

 

Notes 

Fr George Vithayathil sings "Witawangunnen" from funeral service for priests 

Fr. George Vithaythil, Vicar, St. Francis Assisi Church, Athani, sings "Witawangunnen," from the funeral services 

for priests in the Syro Malabar Church. Malayalam version of the Syriac chant "Etha puslek," by Fr. Abel 

Periyappuram, CMI. 

We are trying to post as many examples of this unique song for the sake of future scholars who want to study the 

history of transmission and for a comparative study of melodic variations. Melodies of these and other similar songs 

existed only in oral transmission. SIngers often added their own ornamentations, depending on their musicality and 

vocal flexibility. What is interesting is that the melody of the Malayalam version is almost the same as that of the 

Syriac version. The Malayalam version, as well as the original Syriac text and melody, are musical treasures of the 

Syro Malabar Church. 

 

Dr. Joseph J. Palackal, CMI 

New York 

27 May 2019 
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Related Videos 

 

 AP 11-26 - "Witawangunnen" Fr. Abel, CMI sings Malayalam version of Etha Pus Lek  

 AP 12a - Wita wangunnen. Fr. Abel CMI. funeral for priests 

 AP 59a - Dr. Joseph J. Palackal sings and speaks about a unique Syriac chant from the funeral services for 

priests in the Syro Malabar Church. 

 AP 62dd - Melody of Wita Wangunnen (funeral service for priests)  

 AP 81 - "Etha Pus lek" from funeral services for priests in the Syro Malabar Church 

 AP 81a - "Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests in the Syro Malabar Church 

 AP 84 - "Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests. Sung by Fr. S. Sankoorikkal 

 AP 85 - Etha Pus Lek. From Funeral services for priests. lead voice: Fr. Cyril Thayyil 

 AP 140i - Nrupanaam Misiha. From the funeral service. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140j - Walsala Janame. From funeral service for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140k - Unnatha Wanitame. Funeral service. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140l - "Mruthiyute nadam." Funeral service for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140m - Anthimayaathra' funeral services for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140n - Witawangunnen." Funeral services for priests. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140o - "Witawangunnen naswaramulakil." funeral precession. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 140p - "Anayunniso." Funeral services. Syro Malabar. Fr. George Plathottam 

 AP 140q - "Parishudhanmar." Funeral services. Fr. George Plathottam 

 AP 140r - "Nadhananjitumanthima Nalil." Funeral services. Fr. Plathottam 

 AP 177 - "Witawangunnen" Funeral services for priests. Fr. Sankoorikkal 

 AP 230(219) - The meaning of "Qurbana" in the chant, ETHA PUS LEK. Dharmaram college. (2014) 

 AP 235 -            In Homage to Fr. Cherian Nereveetil. Voice of Fr. Abel CMI. 

 AP 236 - Homage to Fr. SINSON EDAKKALATHOOR : 'Edta Pus Lek' : GO IN PEACE! 
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