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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

HIS valuable manual of ecclesiastical history by the

late Prof. F. X. Fynk is especially adapted to our
times, because in its pages may be found the weapons
b st fitted to combat the present formidable ememies of
the Church. When the book had been already translated
from the original German into French, Italian and
Spanish, an English version was still wanting. I was en-
couraged therefore by the author to undertake the task;
though, for a time, engrossed by other occupations, I put
the idea aside. But the Italian translation made by me met
with such marked success in Italy that many American
and other English-speaking professors and the rectors
of English-speaking colleges in Rome strongly urged me
to resume the work.

Accordingly I braced myself for the effort, but difficul-
ties itnumerable arose in my four years of hard work, and
I should certainly have relinquished it had I known that
another translation into English was contemplated, or
had I not been given encouragement b$ learned and
competent judges, more es(Fecially by the Rev. Gregory
Cleary, Professor in St Isidorg’s College, Rome, and by
Professors Caine and Barry, of Holy Cross College,
Dublin, who not only inspired me with new energy, but
carefully revised, corrected and improved the translation.
To these eminent men I offer my sincere gratitude. My
heartfelt thanks are also due to Monsignor Shahan, Reétor
of the University of Washington, for his words of praise
leading me to foresee that the success of the work will
not be confined to students alone, but that its usefulness
will be extended to a much wider sphere.

I owe a peculiar debt of gratitude to the Rev. W. H. Kent
for undertaking the final revision and for correcting, with
scrupulous care, the proofs. T'he well-known erudition,
accurate acquaintance with the German language and
thorough mastery of his own—to say nothing of the
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