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SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION
(BAPTISM, CHRISMATION, HOLY EUCHARIST)

Knanaya Catholic Region, St. Thomas Syro-Malabar Catholic Diocese of Chicago
(For Private Circulation Only)

The ceremony begins at the main door of the church.
The godparents and others come with the child, and
stand in front of the door. Oil used for previous bap-
tism shall be kept at the entrance. Chrism, oil for
baptism, water, candle, lighter, crown, white gar-
ment, and towel shall be kept at the baptismal font.
Get the baptismal name of the child).

(If Holy Mass is included sing the following)
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CEL: Glory to God in the highest.
ALL: Amen.

CEL: Peace and hope to people on earth, always
and forever.

ALL: Amen.

CEL: Our Father in heaven

ALL: Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth / as it is in heaven. Give us
this day the bread we need / and forgive us our debts
and sins / as we have forgiven those who offended
us. Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one. For, Yours is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Our Father in heaven, heaven and earth are full of
Your glory. Angels and people sing out Your Glory;
Holy, holy, holy are You.

SER: Let us pray. Peace be with us.

CEL: Lord God, admit this child, Your servant, to
the fold of Your sheep and enlighten him (her) with
Your grace. Being reborn by water and the Holy
Spirit may this child become worthy to call You
"Father". Strengthen us, who are weak, so that we
may administer this sacrament worthily. The Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, Lord of all, forever.

ALL: Amen.
Psalm 42

CEL: As the deer longs for flowing streams,

so my soul longs for you, O God.

"Unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot
enter the kingdom of God".

ALL: My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When shall I come and behold the face of God?

CEL: Why are you cast down, O my soul,
And why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him,
My help and my God.

ALL: My soul is cast down within me,
Therefore I remember thee.

From the land of Jordan and of Hermon,
From Mount Mizar.

CEL: By day the Lord commands his steadfast
love; and at night his song is with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.

ALL: Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise Him,
My help and my God.

CEL: Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit.

ALL: From eternity and forever. Amen.

CEL: "Unless one is born of water and the Spirit
He cannot enter the kingdom of God."

SER: Let us pray. Peace be with us.
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The celebrant, extending his right hand over the
head of the child, and with the palm down-
wards, says the following prayer:

CEL: Lord, You who said: "Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and it
will be opened to you", fulfill this gracious promise
in this servant. You have given Your gift not only to
the wise and to the intelligent, but also to children.
Your mercy has led this child to the waters of bap-
tism. You have enabled him (her) to a new life by a
spiritual birth. May this servant, who now becomes a
member of Your mystical body, grow bodily and
spiritually by the reception of the sacraments. To-
gether with this child, we thank you for the gift
given to this servant. Now and always + and for-
ever. (blesses the child)

ALL: Amen.

The celebrant asks the following questions and
the godparents answer for the child:

CEL: Do you desire to be freed from the slavery of
Satan?

ANS: Ido.
CEL: Do you abandon sin and the ways of sin?
ANS: Ido.
CEL: Do you accept Jesus Christ as your Savior?
ANS: Ido.

First Anointing

The first anointing is done with the blessed oil of
the previous baptism.

CEL: (Anoints the forehead of the child with the
oil). In the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, (name) is anointed with the
holy oil.

ALL: Amen.

All go in procession to the Bema. The follow-
ing psalm is sung during the procession.
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SER:

CEL: Lord, our God! When the sweet fragrance of
Your love / wafts over us / and when our souls are
enlightened / with the knowledge of Your truth, may
we be found worthy / to receive Your beloved son /
as He appears from the heaven. May we also glorify
You / and praise You unceasingly in Your Church,
crowned like a spouse / with every goodness and
grace. For You are the Lord / and creator of all for-
ever and ever.

ALL: Amen.
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Let us pray. Peace be with us.
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SER: Let us pray. Peace be with us.

CEL: My Lord, You are truly the one who raises
our bodies. You are the savior of our souls / and the
preserver of our lives. We are bound always to
thank, adore, and glorify You, / the Lord of all, for-
ever.

ALL: Amen.
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SER: Let us pray. Peace be with us.

CEL: Glorious, Mighty, Immortal, and Holy God!
You who are pleased to dwell in the holy ones! We
beseech You! Look upon us, pardon us, and show us
compassion / according to Your nature. The Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The Lord of all, for-
ever.

ALL: Amen.

CEL: O Lord, sovereign, knowing everything. You
are the source of every grace / and blessing for all in
Your household. We beseech You to look upon us,
bless us, and show us mercy in accordance with
Your nature! The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, Lord of all forever.

ALL: Amen.

READING

READER: Brothers and sisters, a reading from the
letter of St. Paul to the ...... (Romans 6:3-11 / Gala-
tians 3:26-29)

READER: (Bowing to the celebrant) Bless me, my
Lord.

CEL: May Christ + bless you.

(All sit. A server stands near the reader with a
lit candle. At the end of the reading)

ALL: Praise be to the Lord, our God.

(The celebrant takes the Gospel and goes to the
Bema in procession, accompanied by two bear-
ers of candles and incense).
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SER: (At the end of the pre-gospel hymn) Let us
stand and listen attentively to the Holy Gospel.

CEL: (Blesses using the Bible). Peace (+) be with
you.

ALL: With you and with your spirit.

CEL: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,
proclaimed by St. ... (John 3:1-8 / Mathew 3:13-17).

ALL: Glory to You Christ, Our Lord.
(At the end of the reading)
ALL: Glory to You, Christ, our Lord.

HOMILY
KAROZUTHA

SER: Offering to the Lord this child, now becoming
a son (daughter) of God through baptism, let us pray
saying: "Lord, have mercy us."

ALL: Lord, have mercy on us.

SER: Lord, You who said that we will not enter the
kingdom of God without being born again by water
and Spirit, give this child the grace to become a son
(daughter) of God by rebirth through baptism, we

pray:
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us.
SER: Lord, You who received baptism in the river

Jordan and showed us the example of humility, give
this servant the grace to live, doing Your will, we

pray:
ALL: Lord, have mercy on us.

SER: Lord, You who died, was buried, and rose up
gloriously for us, bless this child, dead to sin and
come to a new life, we pray:

ALL: Lord, have mercy on us.

SER: That this child, desirous of being the temple of
the Holy Spirit, be led along the path of holiness, we
pray:

ALL: Lord, have mercy on us.
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Praise to You, Our Lord, Jesus Christ. For although I
am unworthy, in Your mercy You ordained me the
minister and mediator of these glorious, life-giving,
holy, and divine mysteries. By Your grace, make me
worthy for the remission of debts and forgiveness of
sins. Amen.

(The celebrant bows, he crosses himself and says the
following prayer in a loud voice.)

CEL: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love
of God the Father and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all, now, + always and forever. (+
signs himself)

CON: Amen.

SER: Let us approach the mysteries / of the Pre-
cious Body and Blood of our Savior / with reverence
and respect. With the hope, arising from repentance,
let us turn away from wrong-doing, repent of our
sins, and forgive the trespasses of our brothers and
sisters. Let us pray to God, the Lord of all, for mercy
and forgiveness.

(Sing Hymn, instead of the prayer below, if appropriate.)

CON: Lord, forgive the sins / and offences of Your
servants.

SER: Let us cleanse our hearts, turning away from
dissensions and conflicts.

CON: Lord, forgive the sins / and offences of Your
servants.

SER: Let us free our souls / from enmity and hatred.

CON: Lord, forgive the sins / and offences of Your
servants.

SER: Let us receive the Holy Qurbana / and be sanc-

Amen.

SER: Let us pray. Peace be with us.

CEL: (With his hands extended) Lord, our God,
make us worthy to be in Your presence / with the
confidence You have mercifully bestowed on us. En-
able us to stand in Your presence / with cheerful face
and pure hearts. Calling upon You together, we pray:

CEL: Our Father in heaven

CON: Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth / as it is in heaven. Give us
this day the bread we need / and forgive us our debts
and sins / as we have forgiven those who offended
us. Do not let us fall into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom, the
power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

CEL: Lord, God Almighty! Fullness of all Good-
ness! Our Merciful Father! We entreat You for Your
mercy. Do not lead us to temptation. Deliver us from
the evil one and his hosts. For, Yours is the king-
dom, the might, the power and the dominion in
heaven and on earth. Now, + always and forever.
(The celebrant signs himself)

CON: Amen

CEL: Peace + be with you. (Blesses the people)

CON: With You and with your spirit.
(Stretching his right hand over the gifts)

CEL: The Holy Qurbana is for the holy people.

CON: God, the Father alone is Holy. God, the Son
alone is Holy. God, the Spirit alone is Holy. Glory
be to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit forever.
Amen.
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