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FOREWORD

I Consider it a pleasure and a privilege to writ.e
a Foreword to Fr. Jacob Manjuran’s booklet Palayuril
Niyuktha Metran (the Bishop Elect of Palayur) as

it throws a good deal of light on a little known
phase of Kerala’s Church History. From very early
times the Kerala Church had been regularly receiving
Bishops from Western Asia. In the Council of Nicea
held in 325 A. D. we find that Prelate John had
signed as the Bishop of Persia and Greater India, and
it would appear that even before Constantine’s time
the Kerala Church had contacts with Persia which was
strengthened by the immigration of Canai Thoma and
his followers (345 A. D.) According to tradition from
then on Western Asian Bishops had regularly arrived
in Kerala, and the practice continued right down to

the Portuguese period when the regular history of the
Kerala Church starts. These Bishops were all foreigners
with little knowledge of the language and way of life

of their Kerala flock, and the administration of the
Diocese was in the hands of an Archdeacon whose
office was hereditary in the Pakalomattom Family which

had its roots in Palayur. The Portuguese, by their
right of Padrao, ( atreaty between the Holy See and
the king of Portugal), wished to bring the Kerala
Church under the Archbishop of Goa, cut its connection
with Western Asia and abolish the office of the
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Archdeacon, which the Kerala Christians resented,
An intriguing situation now developed and the Holy
See nominated the ruling Archdeacon as the Bishop of
Palayur, while the Archdiocese of the Kerala Church
was at Angamaly. This was the first time a Kerala

Christian was chosen for a Bishop, but for some obscure
reason he was not consecrated. Fr. Manjuran’s booklet

deals with this phase of Kerala Church history.

The book should interest all students of Kerala
Church History and I hope Fr. Manjuran would pursu€
his research and present us with more books onthe

subject.

; 'd;:_r_ 8] P. Thomas
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