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but havmg taken root and flounshed for Iong in thxs fertlle land, they have become
indistinguishably integrated . with its colours and cantours The: similarities become
significant when the Knanites claim Jewish ‘o,_rlgl.n‘. '

According to their tradition seventy two families under the leadership of a
wealthy syrian merchant migrated to Irdia and settled down at Cranganore during the
early centuries of the christian era. This can be construed as a possible cause of the
similarities.
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It is pomted by sxmllanty—dntectors that both commumtues are endogamous
But this is not particularly strange in a caste ndden soc:ety llke the one existing in
Kerala. Even today in this aggressnvely progresswe and enllghtened age inter—caste
marriages are frowned upon. In the case of the Jews, endogamy is a necessity
because to marry outside the community is to forsake one ‘s religion. But the Knanite.
can marry outside the community and still retain his religion. There are in Kerala
Catholic and Jacobite communities outside the Knanite group that claim more ancient
ancestry than that of the Knanites. . They also claim descent from the most elite
and blue blooded caste. Still a Knamte Cathollc would prefer to. marry a Knanite
Jacobite.and vice versa rather than a non—-—Knamte co-re-ligionist. This is because
of their belief that they are ethnically different trom others and:do not desire to
centaminate their ethnicity by hdulteratmg it with alien blood however anstocratlc
it may be. ;

But the most striking similarities are found in their ancient Malayalam Wedding songs

The weddlng songs of the Knanites have been collected and publlshed by Mr il % B
Lucas. But the wedding songs of the Jews of Cochin still remain unpubllshed Even
the existence of these songs is known only to a small circle of scholars.

Of course an enterprising white Jew of Cochin, Dr. A. 1. Simon di_d publish a dozen
of these songs in a thin volume. But this did not attract the attention of the scholars
because he failed to bring out their historical and social significance. Moreover, his
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